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IN consequence of your repeated impor-
tunities, Balbus, I have at last been prevailed
with to engage in a very delicate work ; fear-
ing lest my daily refusals should be constru-
ed rather o flow from idleness, than any sense
of the difficulty of the undertaking. I there-
fore here present you with a continuation of
Casar's Commentaries of his Wars in Gaul,
though not in any respect to be compared with
what he himself wrote on the same subject,
mor with the Memoirs of the civil war, which
he likewise left behind him imperfect, and
which I have in the same manner carried
down from the transactions at Alexandria, to
the end, I will not say of our civil dissensions,
which are like to have no end, but of Cesar’s
life. I would have all who read these pieces,
know with how much reluctance I engaged in
this design; that I may be the more easily
acquitted of the charge of arrogance and folly,
for presuming to insert my writings among
those of Cwmesar. It is universally agreed,
that the most elaborate compositions of
others, fall far short of the elegance of these
Commentaries. He indeed intended them
only as memoirs for future historians; but
they are every where in such high esteem, as
serves rather to discourage other writers, than
furnish them for the attempt. This circum-
stance the more commands our admiration,
because while the rest of the world can judge
only of the beauty and correctness of the
work, we besides know with what ease and
despatch it was composed. Camsar not only

| possessed the talent of writing in the highest
perfection, but was likewise best able to un-
fold the reasons of those military operations of
which he was himself the contriver and direc-
tor. On the contrary, it was my misfortune
to be present neither in the Alexandrian nor
African wars ; and though I had many of the
particulars relating to both from his own
mouth, yet we give a very different attention
to things, when we hear them only through
an admiration of their novelty and greatness,
and when with a view of transmitting them
to posterity. But I forbear any further
apologies, lest in enumerating the reasons
why my work ought not to be compared with
that of Cesar, I fall under the suspicion of
flattering! myself, that in the judgment of
some, it may not seem altogether unworthy of
that honour. Adieu.

I. Gavr being wholly reduced, Cesar was
desirous that his troops might enjoy some re-
pose during the winter, especially after so
long and fatiguing a campaign, in which
there had been no intermission from the toils of
war; but he soon understood, that several
states were meditating a revolt, and contriving
all at once to take up arms.  The cause assign-
ed for this conduct was not improbable ; for
though the Gauls were by this time fully sen-
sible, that it was impossible for them toresist the
Roman army entire, by any forces they could
bring into the field ; yet still they thought, that
ifmany states revolted together, and set on foot
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as many different wars, the Romans would have
neither time nor troops to subdue themall;
and that though some among them must be
sufferers, their lot would be the more sup-
portable, as the delay occasioned by that
diversion, might procure the liberty of .the
whole nation.

II. Casar, to stifle this opinion in its birth,
left M. Antony the questor to command in his
winter quarters ; and setting out the last of
December from Bibracte, with a guard of
cavalry, went to the camp of the thirteenth
legion, which he had placed among the
Biturigians, not far from the territories of the
Zduans, To this he joined the eleventh
legion, whose quarters lay nearest ; and leav-
ing two cohorts to guard the baggage,
marched with the rest of the army into the
most fertile parts of the country of the
Biturigians ; who having large territories,
and abounding in towns, had not been awed
by the presence of a single legion, from
forming confederacies, and preparing for
war.
IIL Cesar by his sudden and unexpected
arrival, as was natural to suppose, found them
unprepared and dispersed up and down the
fields ; insomuch that they were easily sur-
prised by the horse, before they could retreat
into their towns. For he had expressly forbid
setting fire to the houses, the usual sign of an
invasion, that he might neither alarm the ene-
my by the conflagration, nor expose himself to
the want of corn and forage, if he should ad-
vance far into the country.  Having made
many thousands of the Biturigians prisoners,
such as could escape the first coming of the
Romans, fled in great terror to the neighbour-
ing states, relying either upon private friend-
ship, or the ties of a mutual confederacy.
But all was to no purpose : for Casar, by
great marches, soon reached their places of re-
treat, and making every province anxious for
its own safety, left them no time to think of
givingshelter toothers. Thisdiligence confirm-
ed the well-affected in their duty, and obliged
the wavering to hearken to conditions of
peace. The like offers were made to the
Biturigians ; who seeing that Cesar’s cle-
mency left the way still opento his friend-
ship, and that the neighbouring states, upon
delivery of hostages, had been pardoned and
received into protection, resolved to follow the
example. Cimsar, to recompense the fatigue
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and labour of his soldiers, who, in the winter
season, through difficult ways, and during the
most intense colds, had followed him with in-
credible patience and constancy; promised
a reward of two hundred sesterces to every pri-
vate man, and two thousand to every centu-
rion : and having sent back the legions to their
winter quarters, returned again to Bibracte,
after an absence of forty days.

IV. Whilst he was there employed in the
distribution of justice, ambassadors arrived
from the Biturigians, to implore his assistance
against the Carnutes, who were laying waste
their country. Upon this intelligence, though
he had not rested above eighteen days, he im-
mediately sent for the sixth and fourteenth
legions, which he had quartered along the
Arar, for the convenience of provisions, as has
been related in the foregoing book. With
these two legions he marched against the Car-
nutes ; who hearing of his approach, and
dreading the same calamities which others had
been made to suffer, abandoned their towns and
villages, consisting mostly of little cottages
run up in haste, to defend them from the cold,
(for most of their cities had been destroyed in
the late war,) and fled different ways. Cmsar
unwilling to expose his soldiers to the sever-
ity of the storms, which commonly rage with
the greatest violence at that season, fixed his
camp at Genabum ; and lodged his men, part-
ly in the huts lately built by the Gauls, part-
ly in the old houses, whose walls were still
standing, and which he ordered to be thatch-
ed with straw, that they might afford the bet-
ter shelter to the troops. But he sent the cav-
alry and the auxiliary foot into all parts where
he understood the enemy were retired: nor
without success ; for they commonly returned
loaden with spoil. The Carnutes, distressed
by the difficulty of the season, the sense of
their danger, (because being driven from their
habitations, they durst not continue long in
any place for fear of our parties,) and finding
no protection in the woods against the extreme
severity of the weather; were at length dis-
persed on all sides with great loss, and scat-
tered among the neighbouring states.

V. Ceasar thinking it sufficient in that diffi-
cult season, to have dispersed the troops that
began to assemble, and prevented their rekind-
ling the war ; and being likewise well assur-
ed, as far as human prudence could deter-
mine, that it would be impossible for them,
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during the ensuing summer, to raise op any
very dangerous war; left C. Trebonius, with
the two legions he had brought along with
himp, to winter at Genabum. Meanwhile, un-
derstanding by frequent embassies from the
Rhemi, that the Bellovaci, the most distin-
guished for bravery of all the Belgian and
Gallic nations, with some of the neighbouring
states, under the conduct of Correus, general
of the Bellovaci, and Comius the Atrebatian,
were raising an army, and drawing their forces
to a general rendezvous with design to invade
the territories of the Suessiones, a people sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the Rhemi; he
thought that both honour and interest requir-
ed him to undertake the defence of allies, who
had deserved so well of the commonwealth.
He therefore drew the eleventh legion again
out of its winter quarters ; wrote to C. Fabius,
to march the two legions under his command
into the country of the Suessiones ; and order-
ed Labienus to send one of those he was charg-
ed with. Thus, as far as the convenience of
winter quarters, and the nature of the war
would allow, he employed the legions alter-
nately in expeditions, giving himself, mean-
while, no intermission from fatigue.

V1. With these forces he marched against
the Bellovaci, and encamping within their ter-
ritories, dispersed his cavalry on all sides to
make prisoners, from whom he might learn the
enemy’s designs. The horse, in consequence
of this commission, brought him back word,
that the lands and houses were in a manner
quite abandoned, and that the few prisoners
they had found, after a most diligent search,
were not left to cultivate the ground, but to
serve as spies. Cemsar inquiring of these,
whither the Bellovaci were retired, and what
might be their designs, found: “ That all of
them capable of bearing arms, had assembled
in one place, and been joined by the Ambians,
Aulerci, Caletes, Vellocasians, and Atreba-
tians : that they had chosen fortheircamp, a ris-
ing ground, surrounded with a dificult morass,
and disposed of their baggage inremote woods :
that a great many of their chiefs were con-
cerned in the war, but the principal authority
rested in Correus, beeause he was known to
- bear an implacable hatred to the Roman name :
that a few days before, Comius had left the
camp to solicit aid of the Germans, who were
their nearest neighbours, and abounded in
troops: that it had been resolved among
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the Bellovaci, with consent of all the gener-
als, and at the earnest desire of the people, if
Cemsar came at the head of only three legions,
as was reported, to offer him battle ; lest they
should be afterwards obliged to fight upon
harder and more unequal terms, when he had
got his whole army together : but if he brought
greater forces along with him, to continue
within their camp, intercept his corn and con-
voys, and cut off his forage ; which in that
season of the year was extremely scarce, and
very much dispersed.” '

VII. These things being confirmed by the
testimony of all the prisoners, Casar who found
their designs full of prudence, and remote
from the usual testimony of barbarians, resolved
by all manner of ways to draw them into a con-
tempt of his numbers, that he might the more
easily bring them to an engagement. He had
with him the seventh, eighth, and ninth le-
gions, all veterans of approved valour; and
though the eleventh was not of equal standing,
nor had attained the same reputation of bra-
very, they were yet chosen youth of great
hopes, who had served under him eight cam-
paigns. Calling therefore the army together,
he laid before them the advices he had re-
ceived, and exhorted the soldiers to preserve
their wonted courage. At the same time, to
draw the enemy to an engagement, by an ap-
pearance of only three legions, he so contrived
the order of his march, that disposing the
seventh, eighth, and ninth legions in front ;
the baggage, which, as in a hasty expedition,
was but moderate, behind thems; and the
eleventh legion in the rear of all ; no more
troops were in view, than what the Gauls
themselves had determined to hazard an ac-
tion against. The'army, thus drawn up, formed
a kind of square, and arrived before the ene-
my's camp much sooner than expected.

VIII. When the Gauls perceived the le-
gions advancing suddenly against them in or-
der of battle, with a steady pace, they altered
the resolution which had been reported to Cie-
sar; and either fearing the success of the bat-
tle, surprised at so sudden an approach, or
willing to know our further designs, drew up
before their camp, without descending from
the higher ground. Cawsar though desirous to
come to an engagement, yet surprised at the
multitude of the enemy, and reflecting on the
advantage of their situation; as being sepa-
rated from him by a valley, still more consider-
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able for its depth than breadth; contented
himself for the present to encamp directly over
against them. He threw up a rampart twelve
feet high, strengthened by a proportionable
breast-work ; and secured it by two ditches,
each fifteen feet deep, with perpendicular
sides. He likewise raised several turrets of
three stories, and joined them to each other
by galleries, having little parapets of osier be-
fore, that the works might be defended by a
double range of soldiers ; one of which fight-
ing from the galleries, and secured by their

. height, would, with more boldness and advan-

tage, launch their darts against the enemy ;
the other, though nearer danger, and planted
upon the rampart itself, were yet screened by
the galleries from the impending darts. All
the entrances to the camp were secured by
strong gates, over which he placed very high
towers.

IX. He had a twofold design in these for-
tifications ; one, by the greatness of the works,
to make the enemy believe him afraid, and
thereby increase their presumption and confi-
dence ; the other, to enable him to defend his
camp with a few troops, when it was necessary
to go far in quest of corn and forage. Mean-
time there happened frequent skirmishes be-
tween the two camps, carried on for the most
part with arrows at a distance, by reason of a
morass that separated the combatants; some-
times indeed the auxiliary Gauls and Germans
crossed the morass, and pursued the enemy :
sometimes again the enemy having the advan-
tage, passed in their turn, and drove back our
men. And as we daily sent our parties to for-
age, who were obliged to disperse, and scatter
themselves from house to house over the whole
country, it now and then fell out, as was una-
voidable in these circumstances, that our for-
agers were surprised and cut to pieces by their
detachments. These losses, though very in-
considerable to us, as being mostly confined to
some carriages and servants, yet strangely
swelled the hopes of the barbarians ; and the
more, as Comius, who had gone to fetch the
German auxiliaries, was now returned with a
body of horse. And though the number was
not great, they not making in all above five
hundred, the enemy were nevertheless might-
ily encouraged by this supply.

X. Casar, after a stay of many days, find-

ing that the enemy still kept within their camp, :

PANSA’S

rass in front: and considering, at the same
time, that he could neitherforce their intrench-
ments without great loss, nor inclose them
with works with so small an army, wrote to
Trebonius, to send, with all diligence, for the
thirteenth legion, which was quartered among
the Biturigians, under the care of T. Sextius ;
and with that, and the two legions under his
own command, make what haste he could to
join him. Meanwhile he detached the cav-
alry of Rheims, of the Lingones, and the other
provinces of Gaul, of which he had great num-
bers in his camp, to guard by turns the for-
agers, and protect them from the sudden in-
cursions of the enemy.

X1. This was done every day ; but custom,
by degrees, relaxing their diligence, as frequent-
ly happens in things of long continuance; the
Bellovaci, who had observed the daily stations
of our horse, placed a chosen body of foot in
ambush in a wood, and sent their cavalry
thither next day, to draw our men into the
snare, and then attack them, surrounded om
every side. This ill fortune fell upon the cav-
alry of Rheims, whose turn it was that day
to guard the foragers: for these, suddenly
discovering the enemy’s cavalry, and despis-
ing their small numbers, pursued with such
eagerness, that they were at length surprised
and surrounded by the foot. This threw them
into confusion, and obliged them to retreat
hastily, with the loss of Vertiscus their gen-
eral, and the chief man of their state : who,
though so far advanced in years that he could
hardly sit on horseback, yet, according to the
custom of the Gauls, would neither decline the
command on account of his age, nor suffer
them to fight without him. The enemy were
animated and encouraged by this success and
the death of the chief and general of the
Rhemi: our men on the other hand, were
cautioned by their loss, carefully to examine
the ground before they took their posts, and
pursue a retreating enemy with more reserve.

XII. Meanwhile the daily skirmishes be-
tween the two camps, at the fords and passes
of the morass, still continued. In one of these,
the Germans, whom Cesar had brought from
beyond the Rhine, that they might fight in-
termingled with the cavalry, boldly passing
the morass in a body, put all that made resis-
tance to the sword, and pursued the rest with

t vigour. Fear not only seized those who

which was advantageously situated withamo | fought hand to hand, or were wounded at a
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distance ; but cven the more remote parties,
who were posted to sustain the others, shame-
fully betook themselves to flight ; and, being
driven from height to height, ceased not to
continue the route, until they had reached
their very camp ; nay, some, quite confounded
by their fear, fled a great way beyond it. Their
danger spread so universal a terror among the
troops, that it appeared hard to say, whether
they were more apt to be elated by a trifling ad-
vantage, or depressed by an inconsiderable loss.

XIIIL. After a stay of many days in this
camp ; upon information that C., Trebonius
was approaching with the legions, the gen-
erals of the Bellovaci, fearing a siege like that
of Alesia, sent away by night all whom age
or infirmities rendered unfit for service ; and
along with them the baggage of the whole
army. But before this confused and numer-
ous train could be put in order, (for the Gauls
even in their sudden expeditions, are always
attended with a vast number of carriages,) day-
light appeared ; and the enemy were obliged
to draw up before their camp, to hinder the
Romans from listurbing the march of their
baggage. Cesar did not think proper to at-
tack them in so advantageous a post, nor was
willing to remove his legions to such a distance,
as might give them an opportunity of re-
treating without danger. Observing therefore
that the two camps were divided by a very
dangerous morass, the difficulty of passing
which might greatly retard the pursuit, and
that beyond the morass there was an eminence,
which in a manner commanded the enemy’s
camp, and was separated from it only by a
small valley, he laid bridges over the moruss,
passed his legions, and quickly gained the sum-
mit of the hill, which was secured on each
side by the steepness of the ascent. Thence
he marched his legions, in order of battle, to
the extremest ridge, and posted them in a
place where his engines could play upon the
enemy's battalions.

XI1V. The Gauls, confiding in the strength
of their post, resolved not to decline a bat-
tle if the Romans should attack them on
the hill ; and not daring to make their troops
file off, for fear of being charged when sepa-
ratedand in disorder, continued in the same pos-
ture. Cuesar perceiving their obstinacy, kept
twenty cohorts already drawn up ; and mark-
ing out a camp in the place where he then

stood, ordered it to be fortified immediately. |
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The works being finished, he drew up his le-
gions before the rampart, and assigned the ca-
valry their several posts, where they were to
wait, with their horses ready bridled. The
Bellovaci seeing the Romans prepared for the
pursuit, and finding it impossible to pass the
night, or continue longer in that place without
provisions, fell upon the following stratagem
to secure their retreat. They collected and
placed at the head of their line all the fascines
in the camp, of which the number was very
great, (for, as has been already observed, the
Gauls commonly sit upon these, when drawn
up in order of battle,) and towards night, upon
a signal given, set fire to them all at once.
The flame blazing out on a sudden, with great
violence, covered their forces from the view of
the Romans; and the Gauls laying hold of
that opportunity retreated with the utmost dil-
igence.

XV. Though Cmsar could not perceive
the enemy’s departure, because of the flames,
yet suspecting that this was only a contrivance
to cover their tlight, he made the legions ad-
vance, and detached the cavalry to pursue
them. Meanwhile, apprehending an ambus-
cade, and that the enemy might perhaps con-
tinue in the same post, to draw our men into a
place of disadvantage, he took care to follow
slowly with the foot. The cavalry not daring
to enter that thick column of flame and smoke,
or if any had the courage to adventure it, be-
ing unable to discern the very heads of their
horses, thought proper to retire for fear of a
surprise, and left the Bellovaci at full liberty
to escape. Thus by a flight, which equally
spoke their fear and address, they retreated
ten miles without loss, and encamped in a place
of great advantage. Thence, by frequent am-
buscades of horse and foot, they often attacked
and cut to pieces the Roman foragers.

X VI Cesar having received many losses
of this kind, understood at last by a certain
prisoner, that Correus, general of the Bello-
vaci, had chosen six thousand of his best foot,
and a thousand horse, to form an ambuscade
in a place abounding in corn, and grass, and
where it was therefore presumed the Romans
would come to forage. Upon this intelligence,
he drewouta greaternumber of legionaries than
usual ; sent the cavalry, who formed the or-
dinary guard of the foragers, before ; inter-
mixed them with platoons of light-armed foot,
and advanced himself as near as possible with

2C
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the legions. The enemy, who lny in ambush,
having chosen for the place of action a plain
of about a mile every way, and environed on
all sides with thick woods, or a very deep riv-
er, which enclosed it as in a toil, disposed their
forces all around. Our men, who knew their
design, and advanced armed and resolved for
battle, because the legions were behind to sus-
tain them, entered the plain troop by troop.
Upon their arrival, Correus thinking that now
was the proper time for action, appeared first
with a few of his men, and fell upon the near-
est squadrons. Our men resolutely sustained
the attack, nor flocked together in crowds, as
frequently happens among the cavalry on oc-
casion of sudden surprise, when the very num-
ber of combatants throws all into confusion.
The squadrons fighting thus in good order, and
preserving a proper distance, to prevent their
being taken in flank ; suddenly the rest of the
Gauls broke from the woods, and advanced to
the aid of those who fought under Correus.
The contest was carried on with great heat,
and continued for a long time with equal ad-
vantage on both sides: when at last the foot
advancing slowly in order of battle from the
woods, obliged our men to give way. Upon
this the light-armed infantry, who, as we have
observed, had been sent before the legions,
marched up speedily to their assistance ; and
placing thémselves in the intervals of the squa-
drons, continued the fight. The contest again
became equal. At length, as was natural in
an encounter of this kind, those who had sus-
tained the first charge of the ambuscade, began
for this very reason to have the superiority,
because the enemy had gained no advantage
overthem. Meanwhile the legions approached,
and both sides had notice at the same time
that Cewesar was advancing with his forces in
order of battle. Our troops, animated by this
hope, redoubled their efforts; lest by pushing
the enemy too slowly, the legions should have
time to come in for a share of the victory. The
enemy, on the contrary, lost courage, and fled
different ways. But in vain: for the very dif-
ficulties of the ground, by which they hoped
to have insnared the Romans, served now to
entangle themselves. Being at last vanquish-
ed and repulsed, with the loss of the best part
of their men, they fled in great terror whither
chance directed; some towards the woods,
some towards the river. The Romans urged
the pursuit with great keenness, and put many
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to the sword. Meanwhile Correus, whose
resolution no misfortune could abate, would
neither quit the fight, and retire to the woods,
nor accept of any offers of quarter from our
men ; but fighting on to the last with invinci-
ble courage, and wounding many of the vic-
torious troops, constrained them at length to
transfix him with their javelins.

X VII. After this action, Casar coming up
just as the battle was ended, and naturally
supposing that the enemy, upon intelligence
of so considerable a defeat, would immediate-
ly abandon their camp, which was not above
eight miles distant from the place of slaugh-
ter ; though he saw his march obstructed by
the river, he passed it notwithstanding, and ad-
vanced with his forces against them. But the
Bellovaci, and the other states in their alli-
ance, hearing of their disaster by some.of the
runaways, who though wounded, found means
to escape under cover of the woods ; and find-
ing that every thing was against them, their
general slain, their cavalry and the flower of
their infantry destroyed, and the Romans
doubtless upon the march to attack them ;
speedilyassembling a council by.sound of trum-
pet, demanded, with great cries, that ambas-
sadors and hostages might be sent to Cesar.

XVIII This proposal being approved by
all, Comius the Atrebatian fled to the Ger-
mans, whose assistance he had obtained in the
war. The rest immediately despatched am-
bassadors to Ceesar, and requested ; “ That he
would regard their present sufferings as a suffi-
cient punishment for their revolt ; since they
were such, as his humanity and clemency would
never have suffered him toinflict upon them, had
he compelled them tosubmit entire, and without
fighting : that their power was utterly broken
by the late defeat of their cavalry ; that sev-
eral thousand of their best infantry were de-
stroyed, scarce enough being left to bring
them news of the disaster ; that yet in so great
a calamity, it was no small advantage to the
Bellovaci, that Correus, the author of the war,
who had stirred up the multitude to revolt was
killed : because while he lived, the headstrong
populace would always have had more author-
ity in the state than the senate.” Their am-
bassadors having ended their speech, Cesar
put them in mind ; “ That the year before,
the Bellovaci had, in conjunction with the
other states of Gaul, taken up arms against
the Romans; that, of all the confederates,
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they had persisted with the greatest obstinacy
in their revolt, nor been induced by the sub-
mission of the rest to hearken to reason; that
nothing was easier than to lay the blame of
their misconduct upon the dead; but they
would find it difficult to make him believe,
that a single man could have so much influ-
ence, as, in spite of the opposition of the no-
bility and senate, and the efforts of all good
men, to stir up and support a war, by the mere
authority of the multitude ; that, however, he
would be satisfied for the present with the
punishment they had brought upon them-
selves.”

XIX. Next night the deputies returned
with Ceesar's answer, and hostages were im-
mediately sent to the Roman camp., The de-
puties of the other states, who only waited the
event of this treaty, immediately flocked to Cee-
sar, gave hostages, and submitted to his com-
mands. Comius alone would not hear of treat-
ing, from a particular distrust of the Romans.
Forthe yearbefore,while Cicsar was employed
in the affairs of Cisalpine Gaul, Labienus
understanding that Comius was soliciting sev-
eral states to rebel, and join in a confederacy
against the Romans, thoughtit might be allow-
ed him to use perfidy towards the perfidious.
And because he expected to be refused, should
he send for him to the camp ; that he might
not by an unsuccessful attempt put him upon
his guard, he employed C. Volusenus Quad-
ratus to kill him, under pretence of an inter-
view ; furnishing him with some chosen cen-
turions for that purpose. When the interview
began, and Volusenus, by way of signal, had
taken Comius by the hand ; one of the centu-
rions, as if surprised at a step so unusual, at-
tempted to kill him, but Comius's friends
hastily interposing, he was prevented ; how-
ever, the first blow wounded him severely on
the head. Both sides immediately drew, not
so much with a design to engage, as to retire;
our men because they believed Comius mortal-
ly wounded ; the Gauls, because discovering
the intended treachery, they apprehended the
danger to be greater than as yet appeared.
From that time Comius determined never to
be in the same place with any Roman.

X X. Cmsar having thus subdued the most
warlike nations of Gaul, and finding no state
disposed to take up arms, or make resistance,
but that only some few had left their towns
and possessions, to avoid present subjection,
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resolved to divide his army Into several bo-
dies. M. Antony the questor, with the el-
eventhlegion, had orders to continue with him.
C. Fabius was sent, at the head of twenty-
five cohorts, into the remotest parts of Gaul ;
because he understood some states were in
arms on that side, whom C. Caninus Rebilus,
his lieutenant, who commanded in those pro-
vinces, was scarcely strong enough to oppose
with only two legions. He then sent for T.
Labienus, and ordered the twelith legion,
which he commanded, into Gallia Togata, to
protect the Roman colonies there, that they
might not suffer by the incursions of the bar-
barians, as had happened the year before to
the Tergestini, whose territories had been
plundered by a sudden and unexpected in-
vasion. He himself marched to ravage and
lay waste the territories of Ambiorix; for
finding it impossible to lay hold on that per-
fidious Gaul, whose fear prompted him to fly
continually before him, he thought it behoved
him, in regard to his own dignity, so eflectually
to ruin the country, by destroying his towns,
cattle, and subjects, as might render him odi-
ous to his followers, if any still remained, and
deprive him of all hope of being restored to
his possessions. Having spread his legions and
auxiliaries over the whole country of Ambio-
rix, destroyed all with fire and sword, and
either killed or made prisoners an infinite num-
ber of people, he despatched Labienus, with
two legions, against the Treviri ; whose coun-
try, bordering upon Germany, and exercised
in continual wars, differed little from the tem-
per and fierceness of that nation; nor ever
submitted to his commands, unless enforced
by the presence of an army.

X X1, Meantime C. Caninius, lieutenant-
general, understanding by letters and messen-
gers from Duracius, who had always continu-
ed faithful tothe Romans, even in the defection,
of many of his own state, that great numbers
of the enemy were assembled in the territories
of the Pictones; marched towanls the town
of Limo. Upon his warrival there, having
certain information from some prisoners,
that Duracius was shut up and besieged in
Limo, by a great army of Gauls, under the
conduct of Dumnacus, general of the Andes,
ds he was not strong cuough to attack the
enemy, he encamped in a place of great ad-
vantage. Dumnacus, hearing of Lis approach,
turned all his forces against the legious, wd
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resolved to invest the Roman camp. But
after many days spent in the attack, and
the loss of a great number of men, without
any impression made upon the intrenchments,
he returned again to the siege of Limo.

XXII. At the same time, C. Fabius,
having brought over many states to their duty,
and confirmed their submission by receiving
hostages, upon intelligence sent him by
Caninius, of the posture of affairs among
the Pictones, marched immediately to the
assistance of Duracius. Dumnacus hearing
of his arrival, and concluding himself lost,
should he at the same time be obliged to
make head aguinst an enemy without, and
sustain the efforts of the townsmen within,
suddenly decamped with all his forces, re-
solving not to stop till he had got on the
other side of the Loire, which, by reason of
its largeness, could not be passed without a
bridge. Fabius, though he had neither as
yet come within sight of the enemy, nor joined
forces with Caninius; yet instructed by those
who were well acquainted with the country,
easily conjectured the rout the Gauls would
take. Wherefore directing his march towards
the same bridge, he ordered the cavalry to
keep before the legions ; yet so, that without
too much fatiguing their horses, they might
return and encamp with them again at night.
The cavalry followed the enemy as directed ;
came up with their rear ; and attacking them
flying, dismayed and encumbered with their
baggage, killed great numbers, gained a con-
siderable booty, and returned in triumph to
the camp.

XXIIL The night following, Fabius sent
the cavalry before, with orders to engage the
enemy, and keep the whole army employed,
till he himself shonld come up with the
legions. Q. Atius Varus, a prudent and ex-
perienced officer, who had the charge of the
detachment, desirous to execute the com-
mands of his general with success, exhorted
his men; and coming up with the enemy,
disposed some squadrons in the most con-
venient places, and engaged the Gauls with
the rest. The enemy's cavalry made a
resolute stand, being supported by their foot,
who halting in a body, advanced to the as-
sistance of their own men. The conflict was
sharp on both sides. For the Romans, de-
spising enemies whom they had overcome the
day before, and remembering that the legions
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were coming up to join them ; partly ashamed

to give way, partly eager to bring the battle

to a speedy issue by their own valour alone,

fought with great bravery against the enemy’s

foot. And the Gauls, who had no apprehen-

sion of the approach of more forces, because

none other had appeared the day before,

fancied they had now a favourable opportunity

of cutting off our cavalry. As the fight con-

tinued with great obstinacy for a considerable

time, Dumnacus advanced with the foot, in
battle array, to sustain the horse; when sud-

denly the legions, marching in close order,’
appeared within view of the enemy. This
sight discomposed the Gallic squadrons, and

producing a universal confusion through the
whole army, which spread even to the bag-

gage and carriages, they with great uproar

and tumult betook themselves to a precipitate

flight. But our horse, who a little before had
fought against an enemy who vigorously op-

posed them, now elated with the joy of victory, "
surrounded them with great cries, and urged
the slaughter as far as the strength of their
horses to pursue, and the vigour of their right
hands to destroy, were able to bear them
out. Upwards of twelve thousand perished
on this occasion, partly in the battle, partly
in the pursuit; and the whole baggage was
taken.

XXIV. After this rout, Drapes, of the
nation of the Senones, (who upon the first re-
volt of Gaul had drawn together a band of
desperate men, invited slaves to join him by
the hopes of liberty, assembled all the fugi-
tives he could find, received even public
robbers into his service, and with that profli-
gate crew intercepted the Roman convoys and
baggage,) having rallied about five thousand
nmaways, directed his march towards the
province ; being joined by Luterius of Quercy,
who as we have seen in the foregoing book,
had attemped an invasion on that side at the
first breaking out of the war  Caninius, hav-
ing notice of this design, marched in pursuit
of them with two legions, to prevent any alarm
in those parts, and hinder the province from
falling a prey to the ravages of a desperate
and needy crew.

XXV. Fabius, with the rest of his army,
marched against the Carnutes, and other
states, whose forces had served under Dum-
nacus, in the late action: for he made no doubt
of finding them humbled by so great a blow ;
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and was unwilling, by any delay, to give
Dumnacus an opportunity of rousing them to
a continuance of the war. In this expedition,
Fabius had all the success he could desire ;
the several states submitting immediately upon
his approach. For the Carnutes, who though
often harassed, had never yet made mention
of peace, now surrendered, and gave hostages;
and the otherstates, inhabiting the more remote
parts of Gaul, bordering upon the ocean, and
known by the name of Armorica, influenced by
their authority, and the arrival of Fabius and
his legions, readily accepted the terms he of-
fered them. Dumnacus, expelled his territo-
ries, and forced to wander and hide himself in
lurking holes, at length escaped into the far-
thest parts of Gaul.

XXVI But Drapes and Luterius, under-
standing that Caninius was in pursuit of them
with the legions ; and sensible that having an
army at their heels, they could not, without
certain destruction, make an irruption into the
province, nor safely indulge themselves in the
liberty of plundering and ravaging the coun-
try ; halted in the territories of the Cadurei.
As Luterlus, during his prosperity, had borne
considerable sway in the state, been always in
great reputation with the multitude, asthe au-
thor of new and enterprising counsels : he seiz-
ed upon Uxellodunum, a town strongly fortifi-
ed by nature, which had formerly b en under
his patronage ; and prevailed with the inhabi-
tants to join his and Drapes’s forces.

XXVIL Caninius soon arrived before the
place, which he found surrounded on every
side with steep rocks, so very difficult of access,
that it was hardly possible for armed troops to
ascend them, even where there were no oppo-
sers. But knowing that there was a vast quan-
tity of baggage in the town, which could not
be conveyed away so privately as to escape the
legions, much less the cavalry, he divided his
army into three bodies ; and encamping on
three remarkable eminences, resolved gradu-
ally, and as the number of his troops would al-
low, to carry a line of circumvallation quite
round the town, which the garrison perceiv-
ing, began to dread the fate of their country-
men at Alesia, especially Luterius, who had
been present at that formidable siege, and
therefore advised them to lay in store of corn.
Accordingly, they resolved with unanimous
consent to leave part of the forces to defend
the town, and maurch out with the rest to fetch
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provisions. This resolution being taken, the
following night, Luterius and Drapes, leaving
two thousand men in the place, marched at the
liead of all the rest. These, ina few days,
drew together a vast quantity of corn in the
territories of the Cadurci, who partly stood in-
clined to assist them in their present exi-
gence, partly were unable to hinder their car-
rying it off. Sometimes they attacked our
posts by night, which made Caninius delay the
circumvallation of the town, fearing he would
not he able to defend the line, or man it suf-
ficiently in all parts.

XXVIIIL Luterius and Drapes having got
a great quantity of corn, took up their quarters
about ten miles from the town, that they might
convey it thither by degrees. Each chose his
particular part: Drapes stayed behind with
part of the army to guard the camp ; Luterius
set forward with the convoy. Having disposed
parties along the road for the greater securty,
he began his march towards the town about
four in the morning, by varrow ways, through
the woods. But our sentinels hearing a noise,
and intelligence being brought by the scouts of
what was doing, Caninius speedily drew some
cohorts together from the nearest posts, and
fell upon the convoy about day-break ; who,
surprised at so unexpected an attack, retreated
towards their guard. Our men perceiving

this, fell with redoubled fury upon the escort,

giving quarter to none. Luterius escaped
with a few followers, but returned not to the
camp.

X XIX. Caninius having succeeded in this
action, understood from the prisoners that
Drapes was encamped about ten miles off, with
the rest of the army. This being confirmed
from many hands ; as he supposed it would be
easy to overwhelm them, after the terror oc-
casioned by the defeat of one of their leaders,
he thought it very fortunate that none of the
fugitives had retreated towards the camp, to
inform Drapes of the disaster. As there was
therefore no hazard in the attempt, he ordered
all the cavalry, with the German infantry, who
were of remarkable swiftness, to advance be-
fore ; and having distributed one legion into
his three camps, followed them with the other,
without baggage. As he drew near the ene-
my he was informed by his scouts, whom he
had sent before, that the Gauls, according to
custom, had pitched their camp ut the foot of
a mountain by the river-side, and that the Ger-
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man foot, and cavalry, coming suddenly and
unexpectedly upon them, had begun the fight.
Upon this intelligence, he brought forward
the legion in order of battle, and giving the
signal of onset, soon possessed himself of the
higher ground. The Germans, and cavalry,
encouraged by the ensigns of the legions, re-
doubled their efforts. The colorts threw
themselves in crowds upon the enemy, and
having either slain or made them all prisoners,
obtained a considerable booty. Drapes him-
self was taken in the battle.

XXX. Caninius, after so fortunate an ac-
tion, in which scarce any of his soldiers had
been wounded, returned to the siege of Uxel-
lodunum. Having got rid of the enemy with -
out, who had ebliged him to augment his gar-
risons, and postpone the works about the
place, he now resumed them with great dili-
gence, and was the next day joined by Fabius
and his forces, who undertook one side of the
town.

X XXI. Meantime Caesar, leaving M. An-
tony the questor, with fifteen cohorts, in the
country of the Bellovaci, to prevent any new
insurrections among the Belgians; marched
himself into other states, to enjoin hostages,
and allay their fears. When he arrived among
the Carnutes, by whom the war was first be-
gun, as Cesar has mentioned in the preceding
book ; observing that they in a particular
manner dreaded his resentment, from a con-
sciousness of their guilt; that he might the
sooner free them from their fears, he desired
them to deliver up to justice Guturvatus, the
prime mover and incendiary of that war ; who,
though he hid himself even from his own
countrymen, yet being diligently sought after
by a whole people, was soon bronght to Cee-
sar’s camp. Cesar, contrary to his natural
clemency, was constrained to give him up to
punishment by his soldiers, who imputed to
Guturvatus all the losses they had sustained
and all the dangers they had been exposed to
during the war. Accordingly he was scourged
and beheaded.

XXXII. Here he was informed, by fre-
quent advices from Caninius, of the defeat of
Drapes and Luterius, and the resolution taken
by the garrison of Uxellodunum. Though he
despised them on account of the smallness of
their number, he yet thought their obstinacy
deserved the severest chastisement: that Gaul
might not run into a persvasion, that not
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strength, but constancy, had been wanting, to
enable them to resist the Romans; which
might perhaps induce other states, who had
the advantage of strong towns, to assert their
liberty ; it being universally known in Gaul,
that only one year of his government remained ;
during which, if they could hold but out, they
had no further danger to apprehend. Leav-
ing therefore the two legions he had then
with him to the care of Q. Calenus his lieuten-
ant, with orders to follow him by easy march-
es ; he himself, at the head of all the cavalry,
hastened to Uxellodunum, to forward the siege
begun by Caninius,

XXXIII. He arrived before the town,
unexpected either by his own troops, or those
of the enemy ; saw the circumvallation com-
pleted ; and that there was no quitting the
siege without dishonour; but understanding
from the deserters, that the place was well
stored with provisions, he resolved, if possible,
to cut off' their water. Uxellodunum stood
upon a steep rock, surrounded almost on every
side by a very deep valley, through which ran
ariver. There was no possible way of turn-
ing the course of this stream ; because it flow-
ed by the foot of the rock in solow a channel,
that ditches could not be sunk deep enough
to receive it. But the descent was so difficult
and steep, that the townsmen, in coming to and
returning from it, lay greatly exposed to our
troops, who might wound and kill them at
pleasure. This being known to Casar, he
posted his archers and slingers, with some en-
gines, over against the places of easiest access,
and thereby hindered their approach to the
river. This obliged the whole multitude to
water at one place, close under the walls of the
town, whence issued a very plentiful fountain
on the side where the river intermitted its cir-
cuit, and left an opening of about three hun-
dred feet. The whole army were desirous to
deprive the besieged of this resource; but
Cewsar alone discovered the means of aflecting
it. He brought forward his galleries, and be-
gan a terrace over against the mountain, with
much danger to the soldiers, incredible fatigue,
and a continued series of fighting. For the
garrison rushing furiously upon us from the
higher ground, charged without danger, and
wounded great numbers of our men, as they
advanced obstinately to the combat ; yet with-
out deterring them from bringing forward their
machines, and by their works and assiduity
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surmounting the difficulties of the ground. At
the same time they carried on their mines, from
the terrace and galleries, quite to the foun-
tain ; a kind of work in which they proceeded
without danger or suspicion. A terrace was
raised sixty feet high, and a tower of ten
stories placed upon it; not indeed to equal
the height of the walls, for which no works
were sufficient ; but to command the top of the
spring. From this tower we were continually
playing our engines upon all the accesses to
the fountain, which made it extremely dan-
gerous to water at the place ; insomuch that
not only cattle and beasts of carringe, but
great numbers of people perished by thirst,

XXXIV. The enemy, terrified at this dis-
aster, filled several barrels with tallow, pitch,
and dry wood ; and having set them on fire,
rolled them down upon the works. At the
same time they charged the Romans with
great fury, that the anxiety and danger of the
battle might hinder them from extinguishing
the flames. The conflagration soon became
general ; for whatever was rolled down from
above, being stopped by the machines and ter-
race, communicated the flame to that part.
But our soldiers, though engaged in a danger-
ous kind of fight, because of the inequality
of the ground, yet bore all with great firm-
ness and resolution. For the action was
in a conspicuous place, within view of our ar-
my, and great shouts were raised on both
sides. Thus every one was the more ardent
to signalize himself, and brave the flames and
darts of the enemy, as his bravery would be
better known, and have the testimony of many
witnesses.

X XXYV. Casar seeing many of his soldiers
wounded, ordered the cohorts to ascend the
mountain on all sides, and, as if preparing to
scale the walls, mise a mighty shout. This
alarmed the inhabitants, who not knowing
what passed in other parts, recalled their
troops from the attack, and disposed them
along the walls. Thus our men, being relieved
from the battle, soon found means to extin-
guish or put a stop to the tlames. But as the
besieged still continued to defend themselves
with great obstinacy, and notwithstanding the
loss of the greatest part of their number by
thirst, persisted in their first resolution ; Cee-
sar at last contrived to drain or avert the
spring by mines. Upon this the fountain
suddenly becoming dry, so effectually deprived
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the besieged of all hopes of safety, that
they imagined it an event brought about, not
by human counsels, but by the will of the
gods ; and therefore, compelled by necessity,
immediately surrendered themselves.

XXXVIL Casar conscious that his cle-
mency was known to all, and no way fearing
that his severity on this occasion would be im-
puted to any cruelty of nature ; as he perceived
there would be no end of the war, if other
states, in different parts of Gaul, should, in
like manner, form the design of a revolt ; re-
solved, by a signal example of punishment, to
deter them from all such projects, He there-
fore cut off the hands of all whom he found
in arms ; granting them their lives, that their
punishment might be the more conspicuous.
Drapes who, as we have said, had been made
prisoner by Caninius ; either out of indigna-
tion at finding himself a captive, or dreading a
severer fate, put an end to his life, by abstain-
ing from food. At the same time, Luterius,
who had escaped out of the battle, falling in-
to the hands of Epasnactus of Auvergne, (for,
by continually moving from place to place, he
was obliged to confide in many, because he
could stay no where long without danger, and
knew the little reason he had to expect favour
from Cesar,) was, by him, a great favourer of
the Roman people, delivered, without hesila-
tion, bound to Casar.

XXXVIL Inthe meantime Labienus en-
gaged the cavalry of the Treviri with success:
and having killed a considerable number on
the spot, as likewise many Germans, who were
always ready to join against the Romans,
made the greatest part of their chiefs prison-
ers ; and, among the rest, Surus the Aduan,
a nobleman of distinguished birth and valour,
and the only one of that nation, who had con-
tinued until then in arms. Upon notice of
this victory, Cmsar, who saw his affairs in a
flourishing condition in Ganl, and that his last
campaigns had completed the subjection of
the whole country ; resolved upon a journey
to Aquitain, where he had never yet been in
person, though P. Crassus had in part re-
duced itto his obedience. He therefore set out
for that country with two legions, designing
to spend there the rest of the eampaign. This
expedition was attended with the desired suc-
cess ; for all the states of Aquitain sent am-
bassadors to him, and delivered hostages. Ie
then went with a guard of cavalry to Nar-
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bonne, and distributed his army into winter
quarters, under the care of his lieutenants.
M. Antony, C. Trebonius, P. Vatinius, and
Q. Tullius, were quartered in Belgium, with
four legions. Two were sent into the country
of the Aduans, whom he knew to be the most
powerful people in Gaul ; two into that of the
Turones, bordering upon the Carnutes, to hold
the maritime states in awe : and the remaining
two were stationed among the Lemovices, not
far from Auvergne, that none of the provinces
of Gaul might be destitute of troops. He re-
mained some days at Narbonne, held all the
usual assemblies of the province, decided the
differences subsisting among the people, re-
compensed those who had distinguished them-
selves by their faithful services; (for he had
a wonderful faculty of discerning how men
stood affected in the general revolt of Gaul,
which he had been able to sustain, merely by
the fidelity and assistance of the province ;)
and baving despatched all these affairs, re-
paired to the legions in Belginm, and took up
his winter quarters at Nemetocenna.

XXXVIII Here he was informed that
Comius of Arras had had an engagement with
his cavalry. For, after the arrival of Antony
in his winter quarters, as the Atrebatians,
awed by hispresence, continued in their duty to
Caesar; Comius, who, ever since the wound
above-mentioned, had kept a watchful eye
upon all the motions of his countrymen, that,
in case of war, he might be ready to offer
them his counsel and assistance ; finding that
the state now submitted quietly to the Romans,
applied his troops to support himself and his
followers by plunder ; and often carried off
+ the convoys that were going to the Roman
winter quarters.

XXXIX. Among those who commanded
under Antony, in his winter quarters, was C.
Volusenus Quadratus, an officer of the first
rank among the horse. Him Antony sent in
pursuit of the enemy’s cavalry. Volusenus,
to his natural bravery, which he possessed in
an eminent degree, added a particular hatred
of Comius, which induced him the more readi-
ly to accept of this commission. Accordingly,
having planted his ambuscades, he found
means frequently to engage the enemy, and
always came off victorious. At last, a very
warm dispute ensuing; and Volusenus,
through an eager desire of making Comius
prisoner, urging the chase with only a few at-
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tendants, while Comius, by a hasty retreat,
drew him a considerable way from his party
suddenly, the latter, iuvoking the assistance
of his followers, called upon them to revenge
the wound he had treacherously received from
the Romans ; and turning short upon our de-
tachment, advanced without precaution to-
wards Volusenus. All his cavalry did the
same, and soon put our small party to flight.
Comius, clapping spurs to his horse, ran furi-
ously against Quadratus, and drove his lance
through his thigh. Our men, seeing their
commander wounded, instantly faced about,
and forced the enemy to give ground. In
this last attack, the Gauls, after a considerable
slaughter, were entirely routed by the vigor-
ous charge of our cavalry. Some were trod-
den to death in the pursuit, others made
prisoners ; but Comius escaped by the swift-
ness of his horse. Volusenus being danger-
ously wounded, almost beyond hope of recov-
ery, was carried back to the camp. Comius,
either satisfied with the revenge he had taken,
or apprehensive he must at last be ruined, as
he continually lost some of his men, sent a de-
putation to Antony, offering to retire where-
ever he should order him, to submit to what-
ever should be imposed on him, and to give
hostages for the performance of these condi-
tions: he only requested, that so much regard
might be shown to his just fears, as not to have
it insisted on that he should appear before any
Roman. Antony, conscious that his appre-
hensions were but too well grounded, excused
him, took hostages, and granted him peace.

Casar, I know, assigns a distinct book to
each of his several campaigns. But I have
not judged it necessary to pursue this method 5
because the ensuing year, under the consul-
ship of L. Paulus, and C. Marcellus, fur-
nishes nothing memorable transacted inGaul.
However, that none may be ignorant where
Ciesar and his army were during this time, I
have subjoined a short account to the present
commentary.

XL. Cuwesar, during the time of his winter
quarters in Belgium, made it his whole study
to ingratiate himself with the Gauls, and de-
prive them of all pretence or colour for a re-
volt. For there was nothing he more earnestly
desired, than to leave Gaul peaceably dispos-
ed at his departure ; lest, when he was about
to withdraw his army, any sparks of rebellion
should remain, which would infallibly rekindle
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into a war, were the Roman troops once re-
moved. Wherefore, by treating the several
states with respect, liberally rewarding their
chiefs, and abstaining from the imposition of
new burdens, he easily prevailed with the
Gauls, wearied and exhausted by long unsuc-
cessful wars, to embrace the ease and quiet at-
tendant on their present submission.

XLI. The winter being over, contrary to
his custom, he posted, by long journeys, into
Italy, to visit the municipal towns and colonies
of Cisalpine Gaul, and engage their interest
in favour of M. Antony, his questor, who was
then a candidate for the priesthood. He the
more warmly interested himself in this affair,
not only as it was in behalf of a man united
to him by the strictest ties of friendship, but
as it likewise gave him an opportunity of op-
posing a small faction, who aimed to diminish
Caesar’s credit, by repulsing Antony. Al-
though he heard upon the road, before he
reached Italy, that Antony had been made
augur, he still thought it incumbent upon him
to visit the municipal towns and colonies of
the province ; in order to thank them for the
zeal they had shown in behalf of his friend,
and to recommend them his own petition for
the consulship of the ensuing year. For his
enemies every where boasted, that L. Lentul-
ns and” C. Marcellus had been chosen consuls,
in the view of despoiling him of all his hon-
ours and dignities; and that Sergius Galba
had been excluded, though much the strong-
est in the number of votes, because of his
known intimacy with Cesar, and having
served under him as lieutenant.

XLIL He was received every where with
incredible honours, and the warmest testimo-
nies of the people’s affection. For this was the
first time he had appeared amoug them since
the total reduction of Gaul. Nothing was
omitted that could contribute to the ormament
of the gates, ways, and places through which
he was to pass. The people, with their chil-
dren, came out to meet him ; sacrifices were
offered in all parts; tables, richly spread,
were placed in the public squares and temples:
and so great was the magnificence displayed
by the rich, such the eagerness of the poor to
express their satisfaction, that every thing
wore the face of a most splendid triumph.

X LIl Cesar, having visited the several
provinces of Cisalpine Gaul, returned, in all
haste, to the army at Nemetocenna ; and or-
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dering the legions to quit their winter quarters,
and rendezvous in the territories of the Tre-
viri, went thither and reviewed them in person,
He gave the government of Cisalpine Gaul
to Labienus, the better to reconcile him to his
demand of the consulship; and marched the
army from place to place, that by the motion
and change of air, he might prevent any sick-
ness gelting among the troops. Although he
often heard, that Labienus was strongly soli-
cited by his enemies; and was, for certain, in-
formed, that some were labouring, by means
ofthesenate’s authorily, to deprive him of part
of his army ; yet neither did he credit any re-
ports to Labienus's disadvantage, nor could be
induced to set himself in opposition to the au-
thority of the senate. For he made no doubt
of obtaining his demand by the free suffrages
of the fathers: and the rather, because C.
Curio, tribune of the people, having under-
taken the defence of Cesar’s cause and dignity,
had often proposed in the senate: « That if
Cwmsar's army gave umbrage to any, as Pom-
pey was no less formidable to the true friends
of liberty, both should be ordered to dismiss
their troops, and return to a private condition,
which would entirely frce the commonwealth
from all apprehensions of danger.” Nor did
he only propose this, but even began to put it
to the vote. But the consuls and Pompey's
friends interposed, which hindered the senate
from coming to any resolution.

XLIV. This was an authentic testimony
from the whole senate, and agreeable to what
had passed on a former occasion. For when
Marcellus, who strove to render himself con-
siderable by opposing Casar, had proposed,
the year before, contraryto the law of Pompey
and Crassus, to recall Cesar before his com-
mission was expired, the overture was reject-
ed by a very full house. But this, instead of
discouraging Casar’'s enemies, only pushed
them on to new attempts, that they might, at
length, bring the senate into their measures.

XLV. A Senatus Consultum soon afte
passed, that one legion from Pompey, and an
other from Cmsar, should be sent to the Par.
thian war. But it was visibly their design to
take both legions from Cwsar alone. Fu
Pompey offered the first legion for that ser-
vice, which he had lentsome time before to ( ze-
sar, having raised it in his province. Dut
Cesar, though now fully satisfied of the ill de-

signs of his enemices, readily sent back Poni-
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pey's legiony and in compliance with the de-
_ cree of the senate, ordered the fifteenth, one

of his own number, which was then in hither
Gaul, to be delivered to their commissioners ;
and sent the thirteenth into Italy to replace it,
and supply the garrison whence it had been
drawn. He then put his army into winter
quarters. . Trebonius, with four legions,
was ordered into the country of the Belgians;
and C. Fabius, with the like number, was
placed among the Eduans. For thus he
thought Gaul was most likely to be kept in
subjection ; if the Belge, the most renowned
for their valour, and the Aiduans, the most
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considerable for their authority, were awed by
the presence of two armies.

XLVI. After this he returned into Italy,
where he understood, that the two legions he
had sent, in conformity to the decree of the
senate, to be employed in the Parthian War,
had been delivered, by the Consul Marcellus,
to Pompey, and were by him still detained in
Italy. Although by this it was abundantly
evident, that they were preparing to take up
arms against himn, he yet resolved to suffer
any thing, while any liope remained of adjust-
ing their differences by the methods of peace,
rather than those of violence and war.



