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By fome attributed to A. Hirtius Panfa, by videsuer.

Tanaquil, ig

others to Oppius. Vita Julii,
THE EIGHTH BOOK.

The author’s preface to his book. New commo-
tions in Gaul. Berry and Chartres laid wafte by
Czfar. Beauvois and feveral other ftates fubdu-
ed. Rebellion in Poitou. Chartres, Norman-
dy, and Britain, quell’d by C. Fabius, A vi&t-
ory obtainea by Caninius. Ufleldon taken by
Czfar. Comius defeated and pardoned. The fol-
lowing year, the whole kingdom of Gaul being
quieted, Cfar’s enemies at Rome confpire againft
him.

IN compliance with your repeated defires, and that you Hirtiux's
might not think my conftant refufal procecded rather Pretece:
from idlenefs than a jult fenfe of my own inability, I
have at laft, Balbus, entered on a very difficult tafk, no
lefs than a fupplement to our Cefar’s incomparable me-
motrs of his wars in Gaul, which conneéls the fubfequent
with the former oncs 3 and have carried on the hiftory he

left imperfect of the Alexandrian war, I cannot fay to the
cnd
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war 1~ end of our civil diffenfions (which are not yet terminated)
cauL, buttothatof hislife. 1 wifh my readers may confider with
vy~ low much reluftance I embarked in this affair, and nof

Several
ftates revole,

impute 1t either to my folly or. arrogance, that I have
prefumed to place my writings between thofe of Ce.
far, whole Commentaties, though only defigned by him
to preferve the memory of fo many glorious a&ions, for
the benefit of ether hiftorians, could never yet be equalled
by the moft accurate writers: andare fo much efteemed
by all mankind, that they have rather deprived future au-
thors of the opportunity, than furnithed them with mate.
rials for compiling a larger hiftory. But we, Balbus,
have more reafon to admire him than the reft of the world,
who fee and admire the politenefs and correctnefs of his
writings whilft we are witnefles of the celerity and eafs
with which he compofedthem, Nor was he more happy
in the elegance of hisftyle, than in laying open the {prings
of action and the motives of his refolutions. 1 had not the
good fortune to be prefent at the Alexandrian or Africar
wars 3 ‘and though I have been partly informed of the
tranfactions in them from his difcourfe, yet we are lefs af.
feCted with the narration of things which attract our ad:
miration by their novelty, than with thofe which we de-
fign from our own knowledge to atteft to pofterity. But
I fhall add no more on this fubject, left while I officioufly
fhew how unequal 1 am to Cafar, I fhould fall under
the imputation of imagining it poflible for any one to com-
pare me to him, and fo be thought guilty of that vanity ]
endeavour to avoid. -

CHAP L

GAUL was now reduced, and Cefar defigned to
refrefh his foldiers in winter-quarters, after the laft fum-
mer’s fatigue, which had not allow’d them a moment’
refpite from the war, when he was informed that feveral
ftates were at the fame inftant confpiring a new revolt.
The reafon reported for-the ground of this refolution was,
that the Gauls were convinced no power they were able to
bring into the feld, was fufficient to refift the Roman
forces ; but hoped, if fo many countries revolted at once,
the Romans could neither have time, nor forces enough to
fubdue them all : nor ought that f{ingle ftate, to whofe lot

it {hould happen, refufe to fubmit to any inconveniencie,
{o
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fo the reft might be enabled, by that diverfion, to recover wAR 1
their liberty. GAUL,
2. Left the Gauls fhould be confirmed in this opinion, tame s

Cefar, leaving M. Antony the quaftor to_command his C=fr.

. ; arches inte
winter-quarters, quitted Autun the laft of December, and gy,
went with a guard of cavalry to the twelfth legion, which Lays the
he had lodged in Berry, on the confines of Autun ; and ff:{';:"? '
having joined the eleventh () legion, which lay not far off,
leaving two cohorts for a guard to his baggage, he ravaged
the moft fruitful parts of Berry ; which beinga largecoun- -,
try, and having many towns, could not be awed into obe-
dience,” and deterred from confpiracies by a fingle legion.

3. It happened, by Cefar’s fudden arrival, as of necef- T"ll“"?r feves
fity it muft, that they who were unprovided and difperfed Sorne ﬁm;cﬁf;
in the fields, were furprized by the horfe, before they refuge to the
could make their efcape into their towns: for he had taken f‘“?iﬁ‘b““r'

' care to prohibit burning of their houfes, the ufual fign of = b
- an invafion, left he fhould want corn or forage if he went

too far into the country, and the enemy fhould have warn-

ing to take care of themfelves, Many thoufands of the

natives were taken, and others, upon the Romans firfk
coming, fled for fhelter to the neighbouring ftates, depend-

ing either upon their ancient acquaintance, or the intereft

which their confpiracy had united. But Czfar difap-
pointed them ; for he arrived fo unexpectedly, by lang
marches, in all the countries they had retired to, that he
allow’d them no time to provide for themfelves, much lefs

to take care of their neighbours : by which difpatch he
confirmed his friends in their ﬁdeli;:{, and obliged the wa«

vering to accept of peace. At laft the people of Berry,
perceiving Cefar, on delivery of hoftages, had pardoned

and received the other flates into proteftion, were glad Berty fub-
to embrace the merciful opportunity fot regaining his fa. ™!
vour, and followed their neighbours example. Contar ¢

4. Cafar promifed each foldier, as a reward for the Bdeyr i
hardthips they had undergone in this expedition, by the foldiers for
fcafon, the difficulty of the roads, and the intolerable cold, the had- -
the fum of 200 () fefterces ; toevery centurion 2600, in- hﬂ'g'fm:ﬂg
ftead of plunder; and having fent the legions back to their in this expes
quarters, after forty days abfence, returned to Autun, Here dition, and
he was diftributing juftice, when embafladors from Derry oy
came to pray afiftance againit the people of Chatters, who

had invaded their country.  Immuediatcly on advice of thefa

(a) See L. vii. 81.
() i, e at2d. each fefterce, ¥ 1, 176. 44d, to 2 common foldier, and 16 1

150 4 d,t0 3 centurion,
o -\l 1y
1 cony~
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WAR IN commotions, though he had not refted above eighteen days,
GAaUL. having drawn out the fixth-and fourteenth legions from
t—— = their quarters on the banks of the Soan {where he had pofted
Cafar  them, as you may obferve in the former Commeéntary, to take
;j;g'g’f; care of provifions) he march’d againft the people of Chartres.
tres, 5. T'hey upon the firft notice of our approach, being
The people terrified with the punifhment others had met with, deferted
E::ﬁ,:f “na thofe little towns and villages, which they had run up, after
siiperie  the deftru@ion of their more confiderable buildings, to de-
chemfelves,  fend  them from the winter’s cold, and difperfed themfelves
ccﬁf;; . info feveral parts of the country. Cafar being loth his
Orleans.  foldiers fhould endure the fharp florms, which frequently
happen at that feafon, took up his quarters at Orleans,

difpofing part of hisarmy in thofe houfes which the Gauls

had rebuilt, and thatch’d the barrackswith ftraw, which

the natives had left imperfect, to fhelter the reft. But his

Difperfes his cavalry and auxiliary foot he difperfed with good fuccefs
cavalryino ineg all parts where he was informed the enemy were fled ;
e cosmtiys sur men often returning with confiderable booties. The
natives thus opprefled by the cold of the feafon, driven from

their houfes, not daring to continue long in any place for

fear of our parties, and finding no proteGion in the woods

from the fharpnefs of the weather, feveral of them loft their

lives, and the reft took refuge in the neighbouring countries.

CHAP IL

6. CAESAR thought he had done enough for the feafon,
of the year, in difperfing the enemy’s forces, to preventa
war; but confidering how much it imported him to take
care that the rebels fhould not be able to. make any con-

Cefar  fiderable head the next fummer, he left C. Trebonius,

eaves A re- with two of the legions he brought alone with him, at Or-
bonius with ,

cwer logions 16305 3 and being informed by feveral meflengers from
at Orleans, Rlieims, that the people of Beauvois, (who are more re-
and marches nown’d for warlike virtue than any other ftate of the Bel-
:i‘::‘lg :i:}“ ge) with fome of their neighbours, under the conduct of
Bﬂa'u,,uiﬁ_ Cotreus of Beauvois, and Comius of Arras, werc
raifing a confiderable army, and marching to a general
rendezvous, in order to invade the borders of Soiflons, which
belonged to the country of Rheims ; he thoughe it did not
only concern his honour, but intereft, not to permit fuch
fzithful allies as thofe of Rheims to fufter, who had merited
fo well trom  the Roman empire : Wherefore drawing the
cleventh legion again out of their tquarters, he fent orders to

C. Fa-
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C. Fabius, that he fthould march with the two legions un-:
der his command to Soiffons, and likewife wrote to Labie-

nus for one of his, So as his garrifons lay moft convenient,
when neceffity required, he fometimes obliged one, fome-
times another, to quit their quarters, allowing himfelf no
intermiffion from fatigue, "

7. Having drawn thefe forces together, he marched to
Beauvois, and encamped in their territories, difperfing his
cavalry into all parts to get prifoners, from whom he might
be informed of the enemy’s defigns. The horfe perform’d
his orders, and brought him word, they could meet with
very few in their houfes, though they had diligently fearch-
ed all places; nor were thofe they had furprized, left there
to till the ground, but to {upply the enemy with intelligence.
From thefe Cafar was informed. that all the people of
Beauvois, who were able to bear arms, with thofe of A-
miens, Eureux, Caux, Vexen, and Arras, had retired to
a high place, furrounded by a marfh, where they had en-
camped themfelves, having difpofed all their baggage in
the remoteft woods. 'That thefe forces were under the
command of feveral officers, but had chofen Correus their
ceneraliflimo, becaufe he was moft obnoxious to the Ro-
mans : that Comius, not many days before, having left
the camp, was gone to Germany to folicit affiftance from
that nation, who were their neighbours, and a numerous
people : that the enemy had refolved, by confent of all
their generals, and the ardent defire of the foldiers, in cafe
Cefar fhould come only with three legions, as was re-
ported, to offer him battle, left they fhould afterwards be

obliged to engage him at a greater difadvantage ; but if he

brought more forces along with him, to coritinue within
their camp, to intercept his convoys, and prevent him from
getting forage, which the feafon of the year had rendered
icarce.

far found their defigns well laid, and very difterent from
thofe refolves which ufed to proceed from the rafhnefs of
the barbarous Gauls, Wherefore he determined to leave
nothing uneffuy’d for drawing the enemy to an engazcment
asfoon as poflible, by their contempt of his fmall numbers.
The feventh, cighth, and ninth legions were vetcran troops
of extraordinary courage, and the eleventh confifted of
chofen men, all hopeful youths, who had made cight fe-
veral campaigns, yet were not efteemed comparable to the

relt for valous or experience.  Calling a council, he coqi-
N 2 municated
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war nmunicated the advices he had received to all the officers,
cavuL. and encouraged them to behave themfelves like men ; then
e e dreW up his army, that he might entice the enemy to a
Czfar draws battle, by feeing he had only three legions; the feventh,
Sy c?;ﬁ:;‘:’gceighth, and ninth legions he placed before the baggage,
can to ertice Which was never great amongft the Romans, and ordered
the enemyto the eleventh to bring up the rear, that the enemy might not
oot .. difcover more forces than they expected. By this difpofi-
marches to- tion he modelled his army almoft into an exaét {quare, and
wards them arrived within fight of the (Gauls before they expected him.
i order °  g. Seeing our forces march fo fuddenly to them in battle-
But they arfray, and fearing the fuccefs of a battle, notwithftanding
decline the all the intrepid refolutions which had been reported to
fght. Czfar, either furprifed at our approach, or defirous to
attend the firft motions from us, they drew up in order of
battle before their camp, without defcending from the
higher ground. Ce=far was very defirous to engage the
enemy, but confidering their numbers, and the difadvan-
tage of the rifing ground, which extended farther in afcent
than the breadth of the valley below, he thought it conve-
Cxfar en- nient to encamp direCtly over-againft them. Round about
::;?:ff; over- the place where he had pofted himfelf, he drew two ditches,
them. each fifteen foot deep, with perpendicular fides; behind
_ His fortifi. them he caft up a rampier twelve foot high, furnithed with
faMons. 3 breaft-work proportionable to it, and feveral turrets of
three {taries, joined toeach other by galleries, which like-
-wife had their little parapets of ofiers, that the enemy might
be repulfed by two feveral rows at the fame inftant: and
as thofe in the galleries were defended by the height of them
from the enemy, and enabled tocaft their piles the greater
diftance ; fo they onthe rampier were fcreen’d by the gal-
lery from thofe darts which might otherwife have fallen upon
their heads : over the gates he built higher towers than in
any other place.

10. Cefar had two defigns in making thefe fortifica-
tions, for he hoped the ftrength of his works might perfuade
the cnemy he was afraid of them, and he was aflured his
camp might be defended by a fmall number, whenever he
fhou!d be ebliged to make a long excurfion for corn or fo-

gt ficie. FAZE,  In the mean time there were feveral {mall fkirmilhes
mifies be- between both camps, fomecimes ourauxiliary GGauls and
:“’"‘“ both- Germans, and fometimes the enemy, crofling the morafs,
WP purfued each other eagerly by turns, the prevailing party
obiicing the wealzer to retire towards their caamp,  Here it
happencd, as of neceflity it muit, thatour foldicrs going

out
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out every day to forage in remote and ftraggling places, war 1w
were fometimes furprized by thecnemy ; which lofles of GavuL.
carriages and {ervants, though infignificant to us, yet puffed (o s
up the foolifh Gauls with pride, which was not 2 littie en- The Roman
creafed by Comius’s return with the forces he raifed in 6T

Germany ; and thcugh he only brought 500 horfe, yet inteicepted.

they valued themfelves extremely upon fuch a fupply, ﬁ;:,m::; o
CHAP. Il ?;ngnr‘l:w
from Ger-

11. CESAR obferved the enemy had continued a "o % .. .
long time within the morafs, and their other natural forti- orders to
fications : and confidering he could not force their camp Treboniusto
without {truggling with great difadvantages, nor block them :’;’:E i’:_“
up withouta more confiderable army, he writ to Trebo- gions,
nius to draw out the thirteenth legion, which he had
quartered in Berry, with lieutenant T'. Sextius, and make
what expedition he could to his affiftance with that and the
other two legions under his own command.

In the mean while he detached the cavalry of Rheims,

Langre, and the other countries, from whence he had re-
ceived great numbers, by turns, for a guard to his foragers,
to defend them from the aflaults of the enemy.

12. This he didfeveral days fucceflively, till daily prac-
tice had taught them thac fecurity which always attends un- The enemy
interrupted fuccefs. Thofe of Beauvois having notice of lt“"r":;’“ﬁ“’h
the place where our cavalry were daily pofted, chofea fe- man forae .
le€t number of foot, and difpoled them in the woods there- gers.
abouts, fenpding a {mall party ofhorfe thither the day after
to draw our men into the ambufh, that they might be {ur-
rounded on every fide. This ill fortune fell upon the ca- The cavalyy
valry of Rheims, whofe turn it was that day to guard the “: R:“'“"r
foragers; perceiving the enemies inferior to themfelves in ;n?:m:y "
number, they purfued them with too much ardour, till guard the foa
they were enclofed by the foot @ being thus difordered, . they ‘Peers, A .
were obliged to retire with more precipitation than is ufual ¥ ppr
in time of battle, after the lofs of Vertifcus their prince theirgeneral
and general, who was fo much fuperannuated, that he could kil'd.
hardly fit on horfe-back; yet, according to the cuftom of
his country, he would neither excufe himfelf by his age from
accepting the command, nor permit them to engage with-
out him. The enemy were not a little elated with this
{uccels, thinking they had done wonderful exploits, be-
caufe they had killed the prince and general of Rheimse.

But by this difafter our partics learned more vigilance ip

N 2 Sxing
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w AR INfixing their {dations, and more caution in purfuinga fly-

GAUL. Ingenemy. .
=~ 3. Daily fkirmifhes went forward, in the {ight of both
armies, where the fords and paflages of the morafs gave

The Gor- the combatants an opportunity of engaging. ‘The Ger-
mans tkir- mans, whom Cafar had procured that they might fight
mfh withy, mivd .with the cavalry, boldly pafling: the marfh, put thofe
and deteat a
parry of the feW that refifted to the fword ; and purfued the reft fo
enemy.  warmly, that notonly they who had engaged man to man,
and thofe who had been wounded with miflive weapons,
but even the parties which were difpofed at a greater di-
Drive them {tance, as corps of referve, bafely fled to the higher ground,
up to .‘h]f. without looking behind them, ’till they arrived at their
Eﬁ;u " camp, or farther : which put their whole army into fo
| ereat a confternation, that it was hard to determine, whe-
ther they were more infolent after a tiifling fuccefs, or de~

prefied by the leaft turn of fortune.

CHAP. IV,

Theenemy 14, AFTER -they had lodged feveral daysin the fame
on notice of camp, the generals of Beauvois had notice of C. Trebo-
3“*’”“‘}“5 * nius’s approach with the legions ; and fearing they fhould

g awy bebefieged, like their countrymen at Alife, fent away the
fend away De befieged, i eir © ym y y
their bzg-  aged, weak, and unarmed by night, with the whole bag-
gase. gage of their army, But befote this confufed and trouble-

fome party could fet forward, the day appeared ; for the
(Gauls, though ever fo light armed, are always attended with
a great nymber of carriages, and, to fecure their retreat,
were now obliged to poft their forces before their camp in

Cnfir en. Ofder of battle. But Ceefar thought it not convenient,
deavoursto  €ither to provoke them to fight at {o great a difadvantage
prevemtaeir of place, when they were already i a pofture of defence,
WEEE nor yet to keep fo great a diftance; as to give them an op-

portunity of decamping withoutdanger., But that the dif-
ficulty of pafling the morafs, which divided the two camps,
might not retard the enterprize, he caft a bridge over it,
to the fide of a hill, which he perceived was parted from
the enemy’s camp only by a fmall valley; and having
aonsthe Paffed his legions over, loon gained the even ground on
fuvmutof - the fummit, which was fortified on two fides by a fteep
¢ 1oInear defeent He marched in good order to the extreme

L omp. . : .

ridge, and drew up his legionsin a place, from whence,
by the help of his engines, he could fhoot darts amongfk
the thickelt of the enemy,

15. The
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15. The Gauls, confiding in the ftrength of their poft, war 1N

refolved to engage our forces, if we ventured to afcend
their hill ; yet durft not file off by-degrees, for fear of be-
ing attacked 'whilft they were in- diforder, and therefore
continued ftill in' the fame pofture: which Czfar per-
ceiving, commanded twenty cohorts to be always in rea-
dinefs, and removing his tents thither, ordered the place
to be fortihed. When his works were compleat, he drew
the legions up before the rampier, and appointed the ca-
valry their particular-ftations, where they were to expelt
his' further orders, with their horfes bridled. The énemy
perceiving we were ready to purfue them, and that they
could not conveniently lodge in that place the next night,
or tontinue there any longer without (a) provifions, refolved
to take this method to fecure their retreat : they handed
the fafcines and trufles of ftraw, on which they fat,to
each other, whereof they bad plenty (4) (for Cafar has
alteady taken notice in his former Commentaries, that the
Gauls fit down when they are drawn up in order of battle)
and placed them before the front of their army fill the
evening; then, upon a fignal given, fet them all on fire
together; and fo f{oon as the flame was {uflicient to fcreen
them from the fight of the Romans, they ran away as faft
as they could. -

16, Though Ceafar could not perceive the enemy’s
departure becaufe of the fires, yet fufpecting they had made
them to gain anh opportunity of retreating, he advanced
the fegions a little farther, and ordered the cavalry to pur-
{ue ; he marched flowly after himfelf, appreheniive that
the ‘Gauls’ weré pofted not far off and defigned to draw
him into an ambufcade. Moft of the horfe were afraid of
venturing through the fmoak and flames, and they who
were fo hardy as to enter, not being able to {ce {o far be-
fore them as their horfes ears, returned agzain for fear of

(a) Inftead of Cibariis, swhich is the vulgar leQtion, fome-criticlis read Peri-
culo: for my party T know no reafon for rejeting the word, fince Hirtius
tells you before, they had fent away all their baggage,

(6) Hottaman thioks this place has reference to B. iil. 18, where Cx-
{ar, giving an acccunt of Fabins’s ttratepern :lgainﬂ the Qnu‘a .nf Ctutance,
fays, Velut explorata wictoria, farmentis w'r;‘ruh:f‘i(;m cclle€lisy, guthus [effas Ro-
mancrum compleant, ad edfira pergunt: which Voffius, in my opinion, very
jultly oppofes 3 for here is not a fyilabte ot the Ganly cultom of fivting § and I
can underftand no more by this place, but that they provided plenty of fafcines
to fill up the Roman tranches ; therefore, either fomathing is loft of Crefar’s
former Commentaries, or this mull be a grofs corruption of the text; which I
am rather inclined to believe, becaufe ir is not probabie an army fhould fit
down when the enemy js drawn up in order of batile, and ready to charge

them.
being

GAUL.
- ,

Keeps his

Men N rea-
dinefs tn
purfuethem,

The Gauls
ftratagem to
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wWAR IN being furprized, and gave the enemy timeto retreat, By

GavL. this ftratagem, which had anequal mixture of cowardice

=~~~ and craft, they efcaped without any lofs to avery ftrong

The Gauls place not ahove ten miles off. From whence fending out

THEE feveral ambufcades of horfe and foot, they greatly annoyed
the Roman foragers.

Correus, 17. Cefar having received many loffes of this nature,

win 8020 was' at laft informed by a certzin prifoner, that the enemy’s

soco horfe, general Correus, having chofen 6000 of his beft infantry,
Lie;-.h inf - and 1000 horle, had difpofed them in a place werehe
Romae fo. €xpe&ted the Romans would come to forage, becaufe of
yagers. the plenty of corn and grafs in that field. Ubpon this in-
On ntice telligence Czfar drew out more legions than ufual, and
o e fending the cavalry before, intermixed with lightarm’d

valeyand  infantry, followed after with the legions as faft as he
light-ﬂlnl‘d COUId-

e wirorts 18, The Gauls in ambufcade had chofen a field for

after with  their delign, which did not extend above a mile in length

the leglonse any  way, befet on every fide as it were with toils, either by

thick woods, or 2 very deep river, This place they had

furrounded ; but our cavalry being already forewarned of

the enemy’s defign, marched refolutely in good order to

the place, prepared to engage the enemy, knowing they

fhould be fuftained by the legions. On their arrival, Cor-

' Correvs  Yeus thinking fortune had blefs’d him with the opportu-

with e fmall pity he with’d for, firft appearing with a fmall paity, at-

Peaks the tacked our foremoft ranks: our men bravely fuftained the

Roman ca- charge, not flocking too clofe together, asthrough fear they

valrys often do, in fkirmifhes between the horfe, to their own dif-
advantage. |

19. The reft of the enemy’s horfe that lay in the woods,

perceiving we engaged their foremoft party in fmall fqua-

drons, and prevented their furrounding us, came up to the

The difpute afliftance of their general; upon which the difpute grew

orows warm Warm oh both fides : victory bad for fome time continued

on hoth  dubious, when the enemy’s foot advancing to their affift-

fidess ance, obliged our horfe to give way; but the light-armed

infantry, who had bcen fent before the legions, came up

to fuftain them, and mixing themfelves among the horfe,

ftopp’d the enem!'s carcer., Thus the battle was equal

ecain on both fdes, and our men became bolder, having

fo well ftood the fhock of the enemy’s firft charge, with-

out being (urprized by the ambufcade. In the mean while

the legions approached, and both parties had notice by their

frouts, that Cxfar was marching with his forces in arder
of
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of bagtle ; whereupon our men, receiving frefh fpirits from waRr 1IN
the affiftance they expected from the cohorts, renewed their GAUL.
charge with redoubled vigour, as ifthey were jealous left

by delay they fhould let them infor a fhare of thatglory

which by congueft would be all theirown. The courage Correus
of the Gauls began to fail them, and in vair they looked routed.
about on all- fides for fome way to efcape ; for all the ave-

nues being ftopped up, themfelves were caught inthe trap

they had prepared for the Romans.  Being overcome, rout-

ed, and having loft the greateft part of their number,

they rant with confufion: whither chance direted them,

fome to the woods, and othersto the river ; but- were

Purrued by our men and pUt to the fword- Yet COITELIS, His courage,
whofe mind was too great to ftoop to any misfortune,

cauld neither be perfuaded to _quit the field, take refuge in

the woods, nor accept of quarter ; but fighting obftinately,

and wounding: feveral of our men, at laltprovoked the en-

raged victors to difpatch him with their darts. - Helekill'd,

CHAP. V,
20. +FTER this defeat, Cefar believing the enemy,

on advice of their lofs, would immediately remove their

camp, which was not above eight miles diftant from the

place where the action happened, refolved to purfue his :
fuccefs ; and notwithftanding the river obftru&ed his march, ﬁﬁf,;: g;;;
he paffed it with his forces. The people of Beauvois, and fuccef:.
their confederates, having notice from fome few, whoby Marche:
the fhelter of the woods had efcaped (though wounded) qemys
out of the battle, that all things had gone again{t them ; camp.

that Correus was killed, their horfe, with the beft of the

infantry cut off, and that the Romans were almoft at their

camp, immediately called a council by found of trumpet, They fend

and unanimoufly agreed to fend embafladors and hoftages to embaffadors

to (ue for
Cmfal‘- pgace. .

21 Comius of Arras, perceiving what would be the Comius flies
refult of this meeting, fled to the Germans, from whoim he L";:’ Gema.
had brought fome auxiliary troops. He was no fonner
gone, but they fent embafladors to Cafar, ” intreating T smba.
him that he would be fatished with the punithment they fadors of
had already reccived ; for had they been in his power, they g““i‘:_“r“"‘ﬂh
were perfuaded his wonted mercy would not have in- i
flited fo fevere an one upon them :that the people of

Beauvois were alrcady ruined, by the lofs of their ca-
valry
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valry and chofen foot ; for hardly enough had efcaped
to ‘bring ‘news of the flaughter : however- they had re-
ceived ‘this benefit from their damage, that the authorof

¥ their rebellion was killed; for as long as -he furvived,

Cofar’s
aniwer,

‘Theembaf-
fadors re-
turn, and
fend hole
Eapes,

The afla1-

nation of
CoImnIng.

the fenate 'was hever’ an ‘equal balance for the common
people.”- o | -

- 22. "‘Uzfar gave their embafladors audience, " but- re-
minded them, ¢ That-inthe former year, when Beauvois
and the: other cities of Gaul revoltéd, they were the moft
obftinate of ali their countrymen, and could not be induced
to furrender by the example of théir neighbours:: that it was
an eafly matter to transfer the blame upon the dead ; but,
he was very well fatisfy’d; no fingle perfon could,;without
the confent of the fenate, noblemen, and country. wage
war by the weak afliftance of " the common ‘people': how-
ever he was coatented with the punifhmentthey had drawn
upon themfelves.” | |

23. The night after the embafladors returned with this
an{wer to their countrymen, who immediaely fent bo-
ftages. Whereupon the other countries, who waited for
the fuccefs of this embaflage, did the like ; in fine, all ex-
cept Comius fubmitted, whom fear would not permit
to truft his perfon in any one’s power; for the year be-
fore, whilft Cefar was in Lombardy, Labienus underftand-
ing that Comius folicited feveral ftates to rebel, and had
enter’d into a confpiracy againft Cafar, thought it law-
ful to reward his treachery by means on other occafions
not juftifiable: Judging it would be to no purpofe to fend
for him to his quarters, left a vain attempt might have
render’d him more cautious, he fent C. Volufenus Quadra-
tus to kill him, under pretence of a conference; picking
out fome centurions to attend him in the enterprize.
When they came to the interview, and Volufenus had
taker. Comius by the hand, one of the centurions, as if
furprized at fome extraordinary .accident,. attempted to
kill him, but was prevented by his friends ; however, the
firft blow gave him a terrible wound on the head @ {words
were immediarely drawn on both fides, though ecach party
was lefs eager to engage than to make their efcape: The
Romans, becaufe they thought Comius was already mortally
wounded ; and the é’vauls, becaufe they were apprehenfive
of an ambufcade, fearing we had more foldiers: there than
had yet appeared. Upon which, ’tis reported, Comius vow’d
never to hold further commerce with any Roman.

CHAP,
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24. CZASAR having now {ubdued the moft:courageous WAR IN

ftates -of Gaul, and perceiving there was:-no country left GAUL.
which- pfefumed to take up arms againft him, but that ‘=——J
fomé had left their towns and country to avoid the pre- “;ﬂisﬂ;‘;_
fent fubjection to the Roman empire, refolved todivide my.

his army ‘into feveral fquadrons. M. -Antony the quef-

tor, with the eleventh legion, he ordered to attend him ;

C. Fabius, with .twenty-five cohorts, he fent to the sends Fabine
fartheft parts of (saul, being informed fome of the flates to the far-
there were up in ‘arms, becaufe he thought C. Caninius ”t’.“g parts
Rebilus’s two legions were not fufficient to- keep them "Sends 2 lew
in obedience. T. Labienus he ordered likewife to at- giontoguard
tend him, and fent the twelfth legion into winter-quarters Frovence:
under- his command into Lombatdy, to defend the Roman

colonies there, lelt they fhould meet with the fame mis-

fortune whiclr had - befallen the people of T'riefte the year

before, who were plunder’d by a fudden incurfron of the

Gauls. He marched himfelf to harrafs the country of o.r,.
Ambiorix : For though he defpaired of ‘reducing him marches to ®
into ~his power, becaufe he continually fled before him, ‘i?mfﬁ
yet he thought it imported his honour to lay his country ~'¥
wafte, deftroy his towns, cattle, and -fubjeéts ; that if

any fhould chance to furvive the flaughter, Ambiorix

might not dare “to return- among’ them, through fear of

their refentment for the calamities he had brought upon

them. -

25. When he had difperfed his army into every part of

Liege, and filI’d all places with {laughter, fire, and rapine,

having kill’d -and taken great numbers, he fent Labienus Sends Labie-
with .two legions to Treves, whofe inhabitants bordering ..o,

on the Germans, with whom they had perpetual war, bear

a great refemblance to them in their rough and unpolifhed

tempers, and never obey but when obliged to it by a ftand-
INg army.

CHAP. VIL

26. IN the mean time lieutenant C. Caninjus,’ hav- Dumnacus
ing notice’ from Duracius, who had always continued }_’:::Et:“iﬁnl-'“-

faithful to the pcople of Rome, that great numbers were pyiq;iers.

up in arms on the borders of Poictou, and that part of his
| - 3 country
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war In country had revolted, immediately marched towards Poic-
GAuL. tiers. So foon as he was arrived within a {mall diftance
-~ Of the town, he was informed by fome prifoners, that
Canimius Duracius was befieged in Poitiers by Dumnacus ge-
:‘:‘:?\:’; .. heral of Anjou, with feveral thoufand men : but thinking
gions to his Nis two legions not fufficient to encounter the enemy,
aflitance; he encamped in an advantageous place. Dumnacus
having notice of his approach, quitted the fiege, and
butis be- marched to affault his camp : but having fpent many days
feeed Bim- 0 no purpofe, and loft feveral men, without being able
eamp. to force Caninius’s trenches, he returned again to inveft
The Gauls Poictiers.
;Z‘g’:‘t;":" 27. About the fame time C. Fabius, having reduced
cown apain, J€VEral countries, and received hoftages for their obedience,
not being a- had notice from Caninius of the pofture of affairs in Poic-
E’l‘: :;;”L‘: tou; upon which he marched to the relief of Duracius :
Fabius  Dut -Dumnacus being informed of his defign, and de-
marches to fpairing of fafety, if he fhould be obliged at the fame time
i‘ﬁ? Cact- ¢o encounter with the Romans without, and the beflieged
Dumnacus Within, immediately left Poi&iers; nor did he think him-
waifes his  felf fecure till he had croffed the Loire, which was not to
ﬁ?f:r:ﬁha be paﬂ'?d without a bridge. Iabius, though he had rot
Loire. yet arrived within fight of the enemy, nor joined Cani-
Fabiospur- nius, having fully informed himfelf how the country lay,
faesbim.  helieved - the enemy, muft of neceflity fly the fame way they
Sonds the had taken; wherefore he made towards the bridge, fend-
cvalry to 10g his cavalry before, with orders to march no farther
fall upon  beyond the legions than they could conveniently return
Dumanacus’s aoain  without damage to their horfes, to encamp with the
et foot at night : they obeyed his commands, followed, and
attacked the enemy, falling upon them whillt they were
frightenad, flying, and loaden with their baggage, killed
feveral, gained a confiderable booty, came oft with glory,
and returned to the camp. -
Dacsthe  28. The night following Kabius fent the horfe before,
like a fecond with orders, to engage the enemy, and find them employ-
Hme ‘;‘;:m ment till he fhould ceme up to their afliftance. Accord-
to keep the iNgly Q. Atius Varus, commander ofthe horfe, a man
Gulsin — of fingular valour and condudt, having encouraged his fol-
if}g:‘u:cw diers, purfucd the enemy : part of his troops he difpofed
R, into convenient places, and engaged the Gauls with the
reft. The difpute was fharp on both fides, for the enemy’s
horfe, being perpetually relieved by the foot, fought brifk-
ly ;and believing they fhould have no greater numbers to

encounter
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encounter than in their former {kirmifh, flattered them- wapr 1
felves that they had obtained a lucky opportunity forde- gaup.
feating our horfe: but the Romans, contemning thofe they e
had worfted but the day before, and remembering the le-
gions were coming totheir affiftance, {corned to retire; and
being ambitious to engrofs the whole glory of the victory to
themfelves, returned the charge of the enemy’s foot with
equal vigour.

29. The confli€t had been -for fome time obftinately
maintained on both fides, when Dumnacus drawing his
army into good order, appointed the foot to relieve the ca- ﬂT_hﬂG-‘u-"
valry by turns. On afudden the enemy faw our legions ,f o 1.
marching in clofe ranks to the afliftance of our horfe: upon led and ra-
which their cavalry were fo frightened, and their foot fo ken prifon-
furprized, that forcing their way through their own bag-“"
gage, every man endeavoured to efcape by flight. But
our party, who but juft before had bravely engaged them,
whilft they made refiftance, having now obtained the
viGtory,” fet up ajoyful fhout on all fides, and purfuing the
enemy every way as far as their horfes could carry them,
or as long as their arms could do execution, made a dread-
ful flaughter amongft the Gauls ; for having killed above 1y.;- ..
12000 armed men, or fuch whofe fear had made them tire baggage
throw down their weapons, we took their baggage entire.  taken.

30. But Caninius being informed that Drapes of
Sens, who in the firft revolt of Gaul, having affembled
from all parts men of defperate fortunes, flaves, out-laws,
and thieves, had intercepted the Roman convoys ; toge-
ther with Luterius of Quercy, who attempted (as is al-
ready obferved in the former Commentaries) during the’
fame rebellion, to make an inroad into the Roman pro-
vince ; having both efcaped the flaughter, were marching
with about fhive thoufand men, the remains of the laft de-
feat, upon the like defign ¢ he followed them with two cpipe
legions, left the Roman province fhould receive any dif- purfuesDra-
grace by being terriied and harrafled vy fuch rapparees,  pes and Lu-

31. C. Fabiu,, with thereft of the army, marched to- "oy
wards Chartres, and thofe other countries which he un- marches te
derftood had been aflifting to Dumnacus in the late re~ Chastren,
bellion ; not doubting but this veteat had taught tem that
{fubmiflion, which tume and Dumnacus’s advice mighe
abolifh : his fuccefs in this enterpiize was cqual to hus dif-
patch, for the people of Chartres, wio though viten har-
rafled, had not yect entertamned any thoughts of peace,

upan -
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waRr 1N upon his arrival fubmitted, and delivered hoftages :* All the

gAauL. ftates of Bretagne and Normandy, which lie in the ex-
-~ treme parts of (aul, towards the fea, influenced by their
whichfub- example, did the like without delay. Dumnacus being
ms"js&n Bre. expelled his country, wandering and lurking here and
ragne and  there, alone, was forced to feek refuge in the fartheft parts

Normandy. of (Gaul.

CHAP VIL

32. BUT Drapes and Luterius, finding Canini-
us purfued them with his legions, and that it would be
impoffible for them either to enter the province, or plun-
der the country up and down, without danger, made a
halt in Quercy, where Luterius had, during his more
prolperous days, bore a confiderable fway amongft his
countrymen, and been highly efteemed by the common
people for being the firft author of all commotions.
Here he furprized Ufleldon, which formerly belonged to
him ; and poflefitng it with his own and Luterius’s
troops, foon brought the townfimen to join with him in the
rebellion.
Caninius 23, Caninius quickly arrived at this place; but find-
amves at  ing it fortihed on all fides by craggy rocks, fo fteep, that
gifﬂf:;:’;s it would be difficult for any man to afcend them in armour,
forces im0 though no body were in the town to oppofe him; and
thiee parts, knowing that the inhabitants had very confiderable effeits,
:;’2 ::’;:‘;5“5 which they could not convey away without falling into
" the hands of his legions, much lefs of his cavalry, he di-
vided his cchorts into three parts, and difpofed them in
feveral quarters on three eminent places, from whence he
defigned by degrees todraw aline of circumvallation about

the town.
~ 24, Which the befieged perceiving, began to dread the
{ame fate their countrymen met at Alife, efpecially Lute-
rius, who having felt the fmart of that blockade, advifed
them by all mecans to make fufficient provifion of corn:
They took his counfel, refolved to leave part of their
forces to guard the town and their bagagage, and to march
The belieged With the reft to fetch in corn : accordingly, by general
fend out  confent, leaving 2000 in the place, the reft marched out
thir army  of the town under the command of Drapes and Lute-
:;,’:;'_”'h " rius. Thefe foragers having ftay’d {ome time in the
country of Quercy, one part whercof was willing to ﬁ.;pply
them,
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them, and the other not able to oppofe their taking what- wARr 1IN
ever they had occafion for, they foon provided themfelves GavuL.
with a great quantity of corn. In the mean while the be- \cmymnd
fieged, fometimes fallying out in the night, affaulted our’
turrets ; wherefore Caninius delayed his works, left he
‘hould not be 2ble to compleat them, or be obliged to dif-
pofe feeble garrifons in feveral places. | |

35. Drapes and Luterius, having got abundance of
corn, took up their quarters about ten miles diftant from
the town, that they might have an opportunity * of con-
veying their provifions by degrees into Uffeldon : each
took his feveral office; Drapes was to ftay in the camp
with part of the army, and Luterius with the ret to Luterius
convoy the provifions to the town. Having difpofed par- marches
ties along the road for a guard, he fet forward about four :{:Eﬁ;::&;
in the morning by narrow ways through the woods. The ygeldon.
out-guards of our camp hearing a noile that way, fent out
their fcouts to dilcover the occalion; who, at their
return, informed Caninius of the enemy’s motions :
upon which, drawing thofe cohorts which were ready arm-
ed out of their turrets, he fet uponthe enemy’s carriages Is intercept-
juft before break of day; who, furprized at fo {udden an ed by Cani-
attack, fled for refuge to their corvoy; which the Ro- ™"*
mans perceiving, fell furioufly upon the enemy, and re~ Mot of the
fufed to grant any man of them quarter: but Luterius cavalry kil-
with a few followers, having made their cfcape, returned ‘¢d oF taken.
not to the camp again.

36. After this fuccefs Caninius had notice from fome
prifoners, that Drapes was encamped not ten miles off
with another part of their forces. This intelligence was
confirmed by many hands; whercfore believing that one
ceneral being alrecady routed, the other being furprized,
might eafily be defeated ; and though it might be too great
a happinefs to expect that none fhould have efcaped the
flaughter, to carry news of the action to Drapes, yet he
refolved, fince there could not be any danger in an affault,
to try the event of it.  He fent therefore all his cavalry,
with the nimble German foot before ; and leaving one le-
gion behind with the baggage in the thre¢ camps, followed
after with the other himfelf.  When he was arrived near the
enemy, his fecouts informed him, that they had encamped  caniniug
themfelves, according to the cuftom of the Gauls, upon marches to
the banks of a river, and that his cavalry with the German "::*“"' Dra-
foot, had furprized, and fet upon them unawarcs; upon *

which
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waR IN which he marched to their afliftance in order of battle. On
GAavUL. afignal given, our men pofleffed themfelves of the higher
G~ ground, which our cavalry and the Germans perceiving
by the enfigns of the legion, fought vigoroufly, and our
Routs his cohorts pouring down upon the enemy, cither killed or
army, and ook them all priloners, obtained a confiderable booty, and
takes him . .
prifoner,  furprized their general Drapes.
37. After this remarkable fuccels, fcarce any Roman
Returns to foldier having received a wound, Caninius returned a-
the fiege.  gain to the fiege; and having defeated his outward enemy,
for fear cf whole forces he had defifted from carrying on
rabiue  his works, now commanded them to be compleated on all
comes to his fides ; and the next day after, C. Fabius coming to his
mances  affiftance, took a part of the town to inveéft,

CHAP IX.

38. C £ S AR, in themean time, leaving the quzftor,
M. Antony in Beauvois with fifteen cohorts to prevent
any new infurreftions in Belgium, went himfelf to other
countries, from whom he demanded great numbers of
hoftages ; and encouraged thofe who were fearful, to con-
tinue faithful in their allegiance. When he came to
Cxfar Chartres, where in his Commentaries he has obferved the
:_?;;‘r“ ** revolt began, finding they were moft afraid, becaufe they
ILIES, - .

were confcious of the treafon they were guilty of, that he
might the fooner free them from their apprehenfions, he
Demands  demanded them to deliver up Guturvatus to juftice,
E,‘:L“i'::‘c‘l‘f_’ who had been the author of that rebellion. Though this
vered up and Unfﬂrtunatﬁ man “’OUld not tru& himrﬁlf W’ith any thia
puttoucath, own countrymen, yet he was fo diligently fought after,
that he was {oon brought to the Roman camp: and Cea-
far, contrary to his nature, was obliged by the foldiers
(who alledg’d Guturvatus had been the caufe of all
thofe dangers and misfortunes they had {uffered during the
late war) to condemn him to be whipped to death, and

then beheaded. |
39. Here he was informed, by frequent advices from
Caninius, of the fuccefs he had had againft Drapesand
Luterius, and what refolutions the people of Ufleldon
had taken, Now though he defpifed the fmallnefs of their
numbers, yet he thought it ncceffary to inflict a fevere pu-
nithment upon them for their contumacy, left the whole
kingdom of Gaul fhould fancy they had conftancy enough

at lcaft, though not {ufficicar force, to oppofe the Ro-
3 mans 3
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mans ; and other flates, following their example, fhould war 1N
poflefs themfelves of fortified places, and affert their liberty; cavL.
cfoecially fince the Gauls knew his commiffion expired the ‘e el
nex: year, and had mpothing to apprehend, if they could

but hold out one winter. Wherefore ordering licutenant Cafar
Q. Calenus to follow after him by moderate marches, Mérehes to

. the fi=ge of
he went before with all the cavalry as faft as he could to Ugeldon.

Caninius.

40. Being arrived there beyond all mens expeation,
ke perceived the town'was fo well invefted, it was impofii-
ble the enemy fhould make their elcape; but being in-
formed from the deferters, that the befieged had plenty of
corn, he attempted to cut off their water. "T'here was a
river that divided the plain below, which almolft furrounded
the craggy hill upon which Uficldon was built, on every
fide; the nature of the place prevented his diverting the
fiream another way, for it ran fo very low, that no ditch
could be contrived to drain it: but the defcent to this ri-
ver was fo fteep, that the befieged could ncither come at
it, nor return again, without being wounded, and endan-
gering their lives, if the Romans oppofed them, Which Cafir curs
Cefar perceiving, difpofed a party of archers, {flingers, the beficeed
and fome engines, over-againft the places where the eafieft | of (he
defcent lay, to prevent the befieged from coming to the river,
river ; which obliged them afterwards to fetch water all at
one particular place.

41. For clofe under the walls of Ufleldon, where, for the
fpace of three hundred foot together, the town was not
furrounded with the river, flowed a plentiful fountain,
W hilft all men were defirous of cutting off this fpring from
the enemy, Czfar alone faw it was not to be attempted
without danger. Direétly over-againft the hill, with great .., en.
labour, and prepetual fkirmifhing, he began to raife vines, deavows to
and caft upa mount: but the "befieged defcending from cut then oif
the higher ground, engaged our men at a diftance, with. o™ ™
out danger to themfelves, and wounded feveral that prefled
forward too eagerly 5 yetthe Romans, not deterred by thefe
difadvantages, proceeded in their works, endeavouring to
furmount the difficulty of the afcent by their labour; atthe
fame time we made mines to the head of the fountain,
which was the only work to be done without danger or
{ufpicion. We caft up 2 mount fixty foot high, on which Riifes a bat-
we raifed a tower of ten ftories, not to equal the walls, tery to play
for that was impoflible, but only to the top of the fpring, UPo? the ®

L'his work being perfedted, engines were planted to play verRe
(‘) HPUH
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upon the accelles to the frount, which made it {o dangerous
for the befieged to fetch water, that not only the cattle,
but feveral men perifhed by thirft. !
42. The enemy, to prevent fo great an inconvenience,
filled feveral barrels with greafe, pitch, and {mall pieces

the hillupon Of boards, and having fet them on fire, tolled them down

tie battery,

A hot dif-
Pulﬂ-

Cxfar’sfeint
to decoy the
befiep'd
from the
battery.

Is fucceis.

VUileldon
furrenders,

Cvfar cuts
c.ibthe betic-
Etu'h hﬂﬂdt;

the hill -upon our battery ; fighting furioufly at the fame
time, to divert the Romans by the danger, from extin-
guifhing the fire. Our works immediately began to flame,
for wherever they had thrown down thefe barrels, they fet
fire to that part of the mount of vines where they ftuck;
but our foldiers, notwith{tanding the danger of the fight,
and difadvantage of the ground, fhewed their prefence of
mind ; and as the altion happened on an eminent place,
confpicuous to the view of both armies, great {houting’
was heard on both‘fides; every man, efpecially the brave,
pufhing on, through the flames andfhowers of darts, to’
{ignalize his virtue. *

43. Ceefar perceiving many of his men were wound~
ed, commanded his cohorts to alcend the hill on-every-
fide at once, and raife a thout, as if they intended to fcale
the wall; upon which the befieged being frighted, becaufe
they knew not what we were doing, recalled their forces:
from our battery, to man the walls ; which gave the Row
mans leifure to quench the fire in fome places, and to pre-
vent its progrefs in others, by cutting off part of the
works. Even after this they made an obftinate refiftance,
and though they had loft feveral of their men for want of
water, refolved to hold eut: but at laft the veins of it be-
ing either drained by our mines, or diverted from their
ufual courfe, the fountain was immediately dried up 3’
which reduced the enemy todefpair, and-obliged them to
furrender ; believing this ‘was not fo much wrought by the
hand of the Romans, as by the pacticular direction of
Heaven,

44. Cefar being fatisfied his mercy was already fo fuf-
ficiently known to the world, that it would not be imputed
to the cruclty of his nature, if hedealt more fevercly by
the people of Uffeldon than he had by others; and finding
no end of his trouble, if other ftates fhould follow their ex-
ample, and revolt topether, he refolved to deter others
from being guilty of the like offence, by their ufage; there-
fore pardoned their lives, but cut off the hands of them that
had born arms againft him, thac their punifhment might be
the more remarkable.

CHAP.

1
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waRr 1n upon the accefles to the frount, which made it fo dangerous

cauL for the befieged to fetch water, that not only the cattle,’
=) but feverzl men perifhed by thirft. f

Thebefieg’d 45, The enemy, to prevent fo great an inconvenience,

;‘:gg:g;wnﬁlled feveral barrels with greafe, pitch, and fmall pieces

the hillupon Of boards, and having fet them on fire, rolled them down

the battery, the hill -upon our battery ; fighting furioufly at the fame

time, to divert the Romans by the danger, from extin~

guifhing the firee Our works immediately began to flame,

for wherever they had thrown down thefe barrels, they fet

fire to that part of the mount of vines where they ftuck;

but our foldiers, notwithftanding the danger of the fight,

and difadvantage of the ground, fhewed their prefence of

mind ; and as the aétion happened on an eminent place,

A hot dif- confpicuous to the view of both armies, great fhouting'

putee was heard on bothiides; every man, elpecially the brave,

pufhing on, through the flames and fhowers of darts, to

~ fignalize his virtue. -

E-;Edf?;;sr?]?: 47, Cafar perceiving many of his men wcre wound-’

besiecd  €d; commanded his cohorts to afcend the hill on-every.

from the fide at once, and raife a fhout, as if they intended to fcale”

;’:;‘[?Jzéﬂ.q the wall; upon which the befieged being frighted, becaufe

" they knew not what we were doing, recalled their forces:

from our battery, to man the walls; which gave the Row

mans leifure to quenchthe firein fome places, and to pre-

vent its progrefs in others, by cutting off part of the

works. Even after this they made an obftinate refiftanee,

and though they had loft feveral of their men for warit of’

water, refolved to hold eut: but at laft the veins of it be~

ing either drained by our mines, or diverted from their

ufual courfe, the fountain was immediately dried upj;’

which reduced the enemy todcfpair, and obliged them to

UMeldon furrender; believing this ‘was not fo much wrought by the.

furrenderts  hand of the Romans, as by the particular- direction of-

Heaven. - !

44. Cefar being fatisfied his mercy was already fo {uf-

ficiently known to the world, that it would not be imputed

to the cruelty of his nature, if hedecalt more feverely by

the people of Ufleldon than he had by others ; and finding

no end of his trouble, if other ftates thould follow their ex-

ample, and revolt togcther, he refolved to deter others

from being guilty of the like offence, by their ufage; there-

C vf-r cuts fore pardoned their lives, but cut off the hands of them that

ke befie- had born arms againft him, thac their punithment might be

l:r....,'_n, hﬂlldt, thﬂ more rcmil['kable. P
CHAY.
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Book VIII. COMMENTARIES. 1G5

CHAP X,

DRAPES, who, Ihave already obferved, was taken waAr 1y
by Caninius, either difdaining to bear his chains, or cavuL.
through fear of fome heavier punifhment, refufed eating a ‘e~
few days together, and ftarved himfelf. Luterius at the Prepes re-

! : fufes his
fame time, whomlhave mentioned to have efcaped out .., .4
2

of the f{kirmith, falling into the power of Epafnatus ftirves hime
of Auvergne, a faithful friend to the Romans (for he was fif:
often obliged to change his quarters, and truft himfelf to

feveral people, becaufe he knew it dangerous to continue Luterius de.-

long in any place after he had rendered himfelf {o odious Livered up
: . e by Epafiac-
to Czfar) without the leaft hefitation was delivered up s,
to juftice.
45. In the mean time Labienus’s cavalry had met Labenu.'s

fuccels 1n

with" good fuccefs in Treves, were they killed feveral of .y .. -
the natives and Germans, who were always ready to aflift |
againft the Romans, and took feveral of their chief officers
prifoners 3 amongft which number was Surus of Autun,
a man of equal birth and courage, and the only perfon of
his country then in arms againft the Romans.

46. Cafar perceiving how well his affairs fucceeded
in all parts, and confidering that the former fummers ex-
peditions had fubdued the Celtick and Belgick Gauls, but
that he had never vifited Galcoigne in perfon, having only
made fome {mall acquifitions there by P. Craflus, march- Cefr
ed thither with two legions, to pafs there the reft of the Eif;f:fsn':”’
feafon. This, like his otherdefigns, he accomplifhed with ohe
as much fuccefs as difpatch ; for all the ftates of Gafcoigne The country
fent embafladors to him, and delivered hoftages., He then fubmuts,
p[’OCEEdEd with a guard of cavalry to Narbon, and diftri- Cefr gocs

buted his army under the cemmand of his lieutenants into “;; Njfbﬂ;-
' Sends the

their winter-quarters; four legions with M. Antony, .00 o
C. Trebonius, P. Vatinius, and Q. Tullius, he de- their winrer-
tached to Belgium; two others he quartered in Autun, quaters.
which lie knew to be the moft powerful country in Gaul ;

two more he fentto Tours, on the borders of Chartres, to

keep the maritime countrics an that fide in obedience ; and

two he placed in Limoufin, ncar the borders of Auvergne,

that no part of Gaul might have an opportunity of re= “old:acon-
belling. Having fpent a few days at his government, held ,./5 resin
the convention of the ftates, determined the difterences of his gevern-

the people, and diftributed rewards to the meritorious (for men’, then
O 2 h‘= returng to

Arlas,
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wap 1y he had zperfelt knowiedge of every man’s behaviour du-

GAUL.

ring the general revolt of the Gauls, which he {upprefled by

—— the fole fide!izv and affiftance of the province) he returned

Volulenus
fent to pur-
f'dﬁ Cﬂﬂ‘.il.lh

Comius
woungs
Quadratus,

Comius and
}is party
routed,

to Belgium, and ook up his winter-quarters at Arras.
CHAP XL

47. HERE he was informed that Comius of Arras
had had an engagement with his cavalry ; for when Anto-
ny came to take up his quarters in Arras, which continued
loyal, Comius, who was always accuftomed to head any
rebellion his countrymen were inclined to, thatthey might
not want a leader while they were in {ubjettion to the Ro-
mans, after he had received the wound we mentioned,
{fupported himfelf and his cavalry by plunder, intercepting
feveral convoys of corn which were going to-the Rpman
garrifons.

48. C. Volufenus Quadratus, commander of the
horfe under Antony, was quartered with him, and de.
tached by him to purfue the enemy’s cavalry. Volufe-
nus very readily accepted the office; for befides the con-
ftant delire he had of glory, he bore a mortal hatred to Co-
mius : wherefore having laid feveral ambufcades, he often
obtained advantagesover him, DBut at laft the difpute grow-
ing very warm, and Volufenus defiring to apprehend
Comius, he purfued too ardently with-a few followers;
the other fled as eagerly, till he had drawn him from his:
party ; then on a {udden, conjuring his men not to fuffer
the wound he had received from the Romans treachery to
oo unrevenged, he faced about, and out-riding the reft of
his company, made towards Volufenus: his men fol-
lowed after, and being much. fuperior in number to ours,
obliged them to retreat: during the purfuit, Comius clap-
ping fpurs to-his horfe, ran with a full career againft Qua-
dratus, and ftruck him through: the thigh with his {pear.
Our men perceiving their captain was wounded, rallied:
again, forced the cnemy to give ground, and charged {o
brifkly, that they wounded feveral, and routed the reft ;
fome were difmounted in the purfuit, and trodden under
foot ; others talzen prifoners, which misfortune Comius
cfcaped by the fwiftnefs of his horfe : But Volufenus,
being dangeroufly wounded, almoft beyond hope of reco-
very, was carried back to the camp. Comius having thus:
cither revenped the injury he had received, or loft the
grcateft part of his men, f{ent embafladors to Antony,

to
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to let him know he would deliver hoftages for his future waARrR 1n
obedience, that he would live where, and in what manner GavL.
he fhould think fit to prefcribe, provided he would {o far ‘=~
indulge his fear, as that he need not be obliged to behold C“';*“_S tar-
the face of any Roman. Antony thought his apprehen- """
{fions fo juftly grounded, that he accepted his hoftages,

and granted his defire,
CH AP, XIL

C /A S AR, Iknow, has divided each year’s campdign tirtius's
into feparate books which 1have not thought neccifary, proemto the

fince in the following year, under the confulate of L. Pay]. 2f cam-
lus and C. Marcellus, nothing memorable was tranfacted © ©
in Gaul: however, that the world might not be ignorant
where Cezfar and his army were during this time, I have
added a fhort account to the prefent Commentary,
. Whilt Cefar paffed his winter in Belgium, he

made it his chief bufinefs to keep the feveral ftates in amity,
to take away all hopes of another revolt; for he defired to
bring the country inte {o peaceable a condition, that he
fhould not be obliged to make war at his departure, left
when he marched his army away, there might be fome
embers left, which the Gauls would willingly blow up,
when they apprehended no prefent danger. Wherefore
treating each country very honourably, making the noble-
men confiderable prefents, -and impofing no new taxes, he
eafily kept the kingdom of (Gaul in obedience by his gentle
ufage, already tired out with fo many, and fo fucceflefs
eﬁbrtSl

50. The winter being over, contrary to his cuftom, he Cefir goes
took poft for Lombardy, to vifit the chief towns, and Ro. jaw Lom-
man colonies there, to whom he had recommended his ***¥
quaftor M. Antony’s fuit for the priefthood; being the
more ftudious of gaining the people’s afteCtions, not only
for the fake of his particular friend, whom he had fent not
fong before to make intereft for that office, but to oppofe
a {mall fa&ion, who defigned, through the repulfe of An-
tony, to wound Cafar’s credit upon quitting his pro-
vince. And though he was informed upon the road, be-
fore he arrived in Lombardy, that Antony was already
made augur, fill he thought it ncceflary to continue his
journey, that he might return thanks to the chief towns

and colonies for appearing and voting for his friend ; as
O 3 Lkewile
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waRr 1N likewife that he might fecure their intereft on his own be-
cAvuL. half for the honour he defigned to be candidate for the en-

G~ fuing year; and this the rather becaufe his enemies made
their boaft that L. Lentulus and C. Marcellus had
been created confuls, on purpofe to firip Cefar of all his
honours and dignities: and Sergius (alba put by (not-
withftanding he had the majority of votes) for being his pro-
fefled fricnd, and having ferved under him as his lieutenant.

Heisrecei-  §5I. Ceefar was received with wonderful refpet and

ved with  affeftion wherever he came, for this was the firft time of

great de- . .

rhonftraiions NI return from the general revolt of (Gaul ; nothing was

of joys omitted that the people could invent for the ornament of the
gates, roads, and ways through which he was to pafs ; fa-
crifices were offered up in every place; all the people came
out to meet him with their children ; the temples and mar-
ket places were adorned with carpets, and you would have
unagined preparations had been made for a glorious triumph ;
fo great was the magnificence of the richer, and defire of
the poorer fort, to exprefs their fatisfaction.

52. Having quickly vifited all parts of Lombardy, he
returned with great difpatch to Arras, and drawing his le-
gions out of their quarters to the borders of Treves, went

He makes thither to review them: after which he made T, Labienus
wavenvs - governor of Lombardy, that he might fecure votes there
fombardy. for the confulate; travelling from place to place the reft of

of the fummer, as he thought convenient for exercife and
The factions Dealth.  Though he was often informed that Labienus
at Rome  was folicited by his enemies, and aflured there was a defign
?‘fr:ma C=- carried on at Rome bya fmall fa&ion, to take away part
' of his army from him, by virtue of a decree from the fenate,
yet he neither gave credit to what was reported of Labie-
nus, nor could be induced to do any thing contary to the
fenate’s authority : for he doubted not but he fhould gain
his defies, provided the fenators were permitted to give their
votes freely; becaufe C. Curio, tribune of the people, who
had undertaken the defence of Cafar’s caufe and dignity,
had often propounded to the fenate, fince they had appre-
henfions of Czfar’s army, that he and Pompey too,
whofe over-grown power did not a little awe the courts,
might both difband their force, and lay down their arms,
that the city might be entirely free: nor did he only pro-
pound this, but began to take the votes of the houfe upon
it; but the confuls, and Pompey’s friends, to prevent any
further progrefs, interpofed, fo that they broke up without
coming to any rcfolution, |

53. It
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53. It was aftrong argument of the fenate’s favour to war 1IN
Czlar, and agreeable to their former juftice; that when gavL.
Marcellus the year before, to diminifh Cafar’s cre- \we
dit (contrary to the edi&t of Pompey and Craflus) pro-
pofed fending a fucceffor to Cafar’s province before his
commiflion was expired, and took the votes of the members
upon it, the queftion pafled in the negative in a full houfe.

Yet this did not difcourage his enemies, but was rather an
incitement to them to ftrengthen their power that they
might bring the fenate to a compliance.

54. Not long after the fenate decreed, that Pompey The fenate
and Czfar fhould each detach a legion to the Parthian decree Pom-
war; but it plainly appeared both were taken from Cefar; Ff,’};:ﬁ ff;;
for the frft legion which Pompey had formerly furnifhed fend a legion
him with, was levied in Cefar’s province, and there- [Pt Per-
fore properly belonged to him: yet Cafar, though T et
all the world might fee the intention of his enemutes, fent
Pompey that legion again ; and for his own part, in obe-
dience to the {enate’s decree, fent the fourth legion, which
was quarter’d in Lombardy, to Parthia. So that to {upply its
place, he detached the thirteenth to Italy. After thishe dif-
perfed his army into their winter-quarters; C. T'rebonius,
with four legions, he placed in Belgium; C. Fabius, with
as many, in Autun; for he thought it the fecureft way to
keep the Gauls in fubjeion, to fet 2 guard upon the cou-
rage of the Belg®, and the authority of the Autunois,

55. After this, he went himfelf to Lombardy, where
he was infomed the two legions he had difmifled, which
according to the decree of the ferate fhould have been fent
to the Parthian war, were given, by the conful C. Mar-
cellus, to Pompey, and quartered fill in Italy. Tho’
this was an undeniable proof that Ceafar’s enemies pre-
pared to make war upon him, yet he firmly refolved to
endure all things, fo long as there was any hope left of
compofing them by a civil determination, rather then have

recourfe to the {word.

The End of Cafar’s war with the Gauls.

O 4 C.J].Ch-



