C. J. CGE S5 AR’s
COMMENTARY

OF HIS

THE SEVENTH BO OK

A general revolt of the Gauls, who choofe Vercin-
- getorix for their leader. Cafar takes feveral
places. The fiege of Bourges. Divifions in
Autun., The fiege of Clerimont, where the
Romans are repulfed with lofs, Labienus’s fuc-
cefs at Paris. Preparations of Vercingetorix ;
and the fiege of Alexia.

CHAP L

WAR IN C}ESAR having quicted the commotions in Gaul,
GauL., went, as he defigned, in Lombardy, to prefide at the
e~ CODvention of the flates; where being informed of the
death of Publius Clodius, and the fenate’s decree for af-
fcmbling all the youth of Italy ; he refolved to raife new
levies throughout his whole province. This news was
fdofi carried ‘iito Gaul, where the natives added what
they thought convenient to it; reporting that Cefar was
detained by the troubles at Rome, and that it was impofii-
ble for him to come to his army, whilft the factions there
were fo hot, Encouraged by this opportunity, they who
had long bemoaned their fubjeétion to the l{oman yoke,
now began to confult more openly of war ; and the princes

of
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of Gaul, havine appointed private meeting-places in the war 1V
woods, there communicated their mutual regret for the GavuL.
death of Acco, in whofe punifhment they thought them- tsm sl
felves all concerned; they lamented the fate of their couritry,

and promifed great rewards to them that would firft begin The Gauls

the war, and venture their lives to reftore their liberty, :T;;:gc “i}

The firft ftep to be made, in fo important an attempt, was Caefar’s ab-

to block up Cefar’s paflage to his army, before he could fence and the
receive intelligence of their defign; which they imagined E:::Tsc:;-
feafible, becaufe the legions without their general’s orders fult about a
durft not leave their quarters; nor could Cafar come to general re-

themn without a guard: in fine, they refolved to die, rathet volt.

than not recover that glory and liberty which they had re-

ceived from their anceftors.

CHAP IL
2. WHEREUPON the people of Chartres declared Thofe ¢

no danger fhould deter them from undertaking any enter- E,’,‘;’f{:ﬁlm
prize that might be of fervice to the public, and promifed war.

to begin the war themfelves; but, to avoid delay, fince

they had no time mutually to deliver.hoftages, they deftred

the reft would fwear upon their figndards (the moft folemn
obligation among(t the Gauls)_hot to defert them after

they had declared war againft the Romans. The fatisfac4

tion they defired was readily complied with, they were

highly applauded for their piety to their country, and fo

the council for that time was diffolved.

3. At the day appointed, the people of Chartres, led on Cotuatus
by Cotuatus and Conetodunus, men of defperate re- 3Eﬂu§;fa°5§'.'
folution, on a fign given, marched dire¢tly to Orleans, cre Fulfius
where they maflacred all the Roman citizens, who came Cotta and all
thither to traffick, and feized their effelts; amongft the :::rc%::::';t
reft, C. Fulfius Cotta, a worthy Roman knight, whom Orleans os
Cefar had made commiffary general of the flores. This Genabum.
aCtion was quickly known all over Gaul: for when any ‘
important accident happens among them, the news is foon
circulated through the country, by a fhout communicated
from town to town, till it is carried through the continent.

So that, what was done at Orleans at fun-rife, was heard
of at Auvergne, about 160 miles diftant, before nine

o'clock the fame evening.

K CHAP
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CHAP. Il

WAR IN 4. INSPIRED by this example, Vercingetorix,
GAUL. the fon of Celtillus of Auvergne, a youth of the great-
\——v~Jeft authority there (whofe father had formerly obtained
Vercingeto- the command of Gaul, but was flain by his own country-
:::m“il:":x_ men for aiming at the fovereignty) called his clients toge-
pelled bis ther, and eafily perfuaded them to rebel; but his defign
voustry.  being difcovered, the whole country repaired to their arms,
and he was expelled the city of Cleremont by his uncle
Gobanitio, and thofe other noblemen who were not for
But lifting €mbarking in fo dangerous an attempt. However, not dif-
an army, hecouraged by this misfortune, he began to lift all the vapa-
g;:::“;u’:d bonds and out-laws he could meet with, and having levied
his enemics. 3 confiderable number of thofe, he eafily perfuaded fuch
of his countrymen as came near him, to follow his ftand-
ard, encouraging them to take arms for the common li-
berty of (Gaul: and having now a powerful army under his
command, being fuperior to his enemies, he drove them
out of the country, who not long before had expelled him;
Is proclaim-whereupon he was complimented with the title of king.
ed king.  He immediately difpatched embaffadors to all the countries
round, to advife them to perfevere in their noble refoluti-
Enters into ONS 3 and entered into a league with the people of Sens,
Jeague, with Paris, Poictou, Quercy, Tours, Limofin, Eureux, Anjou,
]tzhoflriﬁ;lgh- and thofe other countries which lay towards the fea; who
flates, who by unanimous confent chofe him their general. Being in-
choole him yefted with this authority, he demanded hoftages from every
e ¥ Ee- one of thofe flates, appointed what quota of men they fhould
' immediately furnifh him with, and what quantity of arms each
fhould provide, by a certain day prefixed, and was parti-
His fevere cularly careful to get a number of horfe, Befides diligence
cipline,  he made ufe of feverity, and by pains and penalties obliged
| thofe that ftood neuter, to declare themfelves; fuch as were
guilty of notorious crimes he punifhed with fire, and all
manner of torments; and they who committed fmaller faults
having their ears cut off, or eyes put out, were fent back
into their own countrics, for an example to the reft, and
to deter others, by the greatnefs of their punithment, from

being guilty of the like offences.
Me fends 5+ 1 hus having quickly levied 2 confiderable arng, he
Luferios ~ detached one party, under the command of Luéterius
:E:‘g’;“ Ro-of Quercy, a man of fpirit and enterprize, to Roverge,

Marches ~ Marching himfelf with the reft againft Berry: upon his ar-

bimf(elf to rival,
Berry,



BookVIL COMMENTARIES. I3
rival, the people of Beiry, being dependants on thofé of wair 1x
Autun, fent thither for afliffance, to prote&® them from gayy.
the enemy’s invafion; the Autunois, by the advice of the ey e
lieutenants whom Cefar had quartered among them, com-
plied with their demands, and fent them a party of horfe Ligeris
and foot; who arriving at the Loire, which divides the he cowar.
confines of Berry from Autun, ftaid there a few days, with- P;ifyﬂ:hihc
out daring to pafs the river, then returned home again, and Autunois
informed our lieutenants, they were jealous of treachery g’“" to 2L}
from thofe of Berry; for they were credibly informed, in "~
cafe they pafled the Loire, they thould be attacked on one
fide by the people they went to affift, and on the other by
thofe of Auvergne. For my part, I cannot certainly af-
firm whether there was truth in their excufe, or they be-
tray’d their truft ; but immediately on their departure Ber-
ry joined with the rebels of Auvergne,

6. C=far having notice of thefe tranfa€tions, fo foon
as he was informed that Cn. Pompey’s prudence had
compofed the diforders at Rome, repaifled the Alps: here
he was greatly difturbed to contrive which way he fhould
join his army, for he confidered, in cafe he fhould fend
for any of his legions out of their quarters, they would be
obliged, during his abfence, to give the enemy battle in
their march : nor did he think it convenient to truft his

perfon, even amongft thofe ftates which had not yet re-
belled.

CHAP 1V,

#. IN the mean while Lufterius of Quercy, who
was fent to Roverge, had obliged that country likewife to Roverge
join with the faction of Auvergne; then marching againft E"‘E“{"t? 2
the Agenois and GGevaudan, he received hoftages from each g ¢he lfgef
of.thofe ftates; and having raifed a confiderable army, nois and Ge-
endeavoured to make an eruption into the Roman province vaudan:
on the fide next Narbonne. Upon notice of this expedi- ‘
tion, Caefar thought it highly imported him to go im- ﬂ"mft‘::":‘;:
mediately to Narbonne : on his arrival he encouraged fuch Roman proe
as were wavering, to continue firm in their allegiance, and viace.
placed garrifons in Roverge fituated in the Province, and
in the lower Languedoc, Tholoufe, and the other towns
which were neareft the enemy ; commanding part of the Pro-
vincial forces, together with the new levies he had brought
from Italy, to render themfelves at Vivaris, which joins

to the confines of Auvergne.
K 2 8. Cxefar
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wAR IN 8, Cefar having thus difpatched the neceflary or-

GAUL. dcrs, and difappointed Lulterius, who, not thinking it

e ~d {1fe to venture among the garrifons, was withdrawing, went

Czfar goes to meet the forces which he had fent before to Vivaris.

mh?;,“m‘]; *T"was now the depth of winter, and though the mountains
whither ne . - e . .

had fent the of the Cevennes, which divide Auvergne from Vivaris,

new levies. yere covered with fnow fix foot deep, which flopped all

;’:uﬁ:;i;:" the paflages; yet by the wondrous application of the fol-

of Cevennes diers the ways were opencd, and he arrived in the territo-

in the midft ries of the Auvergnois, who were foon {upprefled, while

of Winth  they fcarce dreamt of his approach, thinking themfelves as

at Auvergne, well fecured on that fide by the mountains as w a wall,

which fub- fince never any fingle man had been known to travel the

mits. fame way before at that unfeafonable time of the year ;

he then fent his cavalry out in feveral parties about the

country, to ftrike as great a terror as poffible into the ene-

my. News of this was foon brought to Vercingetorix,

whofe countrymen, full of confternation, fled to him,

defiring he would confult the good of Auvergne, and not

fuffer them to be deftroyed by the Romans, efpecially fince

the whole ftrefs of the war depended on them: moved by

Vercingeto- their intreaties he decamped from Berry, and marched to-

E:ﬂ]“":zd wards Auvergne.

marches to g. But Cazfar forefeeing what fleps Vercingetorix

Auvergne. would take, ftay’d two days only in the country, and un-

lcafzr“;is der pretence of raifing new levies, and drawing the caval-

camp; ar- 1Y together, left his army to the command of young Bru-

rives by poft tus, whom he ordered to difperfe the horfe as wide as

i’}lzl'::'f:l ° he could, that they might harrafs the country ; promifing,

Dauphine, If poflible, to return again to the camp within three days:

and from  then, without acquainting any one with his defign, he took

Lh:n";; ©®  poft for Vienna, where he had laid frefh horfes fome time

" before, and from thence, travelling day and night with-

out intermiflion, rid through the confines of Autun to Lan-

gre (where two legions were quarter’d) that he might dif-

appoint any attempts of the Autunois againtt his perfon by

difpatch,

CHAP. V.
BEING thus rrrived at Langre, he fent to the reft of

his legions, and drew them all together, before the people

Voeinceto- of Auvergne knew of his journey ;3 but fo foon as Vercin-
L li"'h ‘ + - . . '

c 7 netanx was nformad of our motions, he return’d agam

Coa, v o dicen s and frome thence warched 1o invell Gergovia,
4 town

" p
* -
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a town of the (a) Boii, built by Cafar after the vi€tory he WAR IN

obtained over the Swifs, and by him made tributary to the GAUL.
Autunols, e

10. This affair gave Cxfar no fmall occafion to confult Czfar hav-

what methods were propereft to be taken ; for he was ap- f}’?g drawn

prehenfive, in cafe he fhould not draw his legions out of ont of theic
their quarters to affift the tributaries of Autun, the whole winter-quar.-
country of Gaul would revolt, finding it in vain to expeck [ m2rch
protection from the Romans; on the other hand, if he took amigance EQE
the field too early, he had reafon to fear want of provifi- the Bour.
ons: however, he refolved to undergo any difficulty, ra- bonsois
ther than fuffer fo ignominious and faral a blow to the Ro-
man intereft. - Wherefore having ordered the Autunois to
furnifth him from time to time with provifions, he difpatch-
ed a courier to inform the Boii he would quickly come to
their relief, to encourage them to continue firm in their al-
legiance, and vigoroufly fuftain the affault of the enemy :
according to his promife, having left the baggage of his
army under a guard of two legions at (4) Sens, he marched
towards Bourbonne.

1x. The next day arriving at (¢) Chafteau-Landon, 2
town in the country of Sens, he refolved to take it in, that he
might leave no enemy behind to intercept his convoys: in

two days he compleated his circumvallation, and the third
the befieged fent deputies to treat of a furrender, whom he
commanded to deliver up their arms, horfes, and 600 hof-
tages. The execution of this treaty he left to the care of
C. Trebonius, intending to march with what expedition

he could to Orleans, a city belonging to thofe of Char- He arrives

tres 3 who having notice that Chafteau-Landon was takenai"h:;ll”t“:’

and concluding Czfar would not reft there, refolved to ;15 ana
provide a firong garrifon to defend the town. Here Cefar facks.

(a} The Boii, Sanfon fays, are the prefent inhabitants of Bourbonne, yet
will have this Gergovia to be the fame with that in Auvergne, which he calls
Cleremont, though, he confefles, others affirm this to be Mouling: Scaliger,
in his Notitia Gallias, mentions not Gergovia, believing, as I fuppofe, with
Ortelius, that it was foifted into the text., Voffius is of a different opi-
nion, but fays the text is corrupted, becaufe the Greel has it TeypeCivvay ;
but which of thefe Jearned pentlemen is in the right, I leave to the determi.
nation of thofe criticks who have more curiofity than myfelf: I thall only
take notice, that though Monfieur Sanfun calls Gergovia in Auvergne, Cle-
remont, whofe interpretation I have followed in the name; yet Scaliger,
Orteliug, and Cluver place Gergovia about a leafue’s diftance from Cle-

remont,

(6) The capital of Sens, Agendicum, _
(¢} Vellaunodunum, by fome thought to be Villeneuve in Lorrain, by

others Auxerre j but Sanfon, who agrees with Cellarius, fays it is Chafleau-
Landon, which Ciefar beficges and takes.

K 3 arrived
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waRr IN arrived after two days march ; but being benighted, was

GAUL. bbliged to defer his affault till the next morning ; however

e~ he difpatched the neceflary orders, and apprehending the

befieged might fteal out of the town by night, becaufe Or-

leans joins to the bridge crofs the Loire, he commanded

two legions to lie all night upon their arms. Accordingly

the citizens, a little after midnight, began to pafs the river

without any noife ; which Cefar having notice of from

+  his {couts, fet the gates on fire, then ordered the legions pre-

pared for that purpofe, to enter the town; which they made

themfelves mafters of, and took moft of the enemy pri-

foners : for the narrownefs of the bridge and paflages had

given but few an opportnnity to eicape. Having fack’d

mg&"; 0. the town, he gave the plunder to the foldiers ; then paffing
wards Berry. the Loire, arrived on the confines of Berry.

CHAP. VL

12. VERCINGETORIX having notice of his ap-
proach, broke up the fiege, and marched dire&ly to meet
him, Ce=far was refolved to take in (4) Neuvye, a town
belonging to the country of Berry, which lay in his road ;
but the people {ent embafladors to defire’he wotild be pledfed
10 pardon them, and preferve their lives. That he might
ufe the fame difpatch, in this as he did in all his other tranf-
actions, he granted their addrefs, -on condition they fhould
deliver up their horfes, arms, and (end him. hoftages. Part
of the hoftages were glready delivered, the reft were prepar-
ing, and fome centurions with a f{rhall’ party were adritted
to fearch the city for arms and horfes;; when the befeged
defcrying the cavalry of Vercingetorix at fome diftance,
which marched before the reft of the army, and hoping
they came to their affiftance, immediately fet up a fhout,
repaired to their arms, fhut the gates, and afcended the
walls : but the centurions that were in the town, perceiv-
ing by the noife, that the Gauls had fome new defign, drew
their fwords, and having poflefled the gates, retréated with,
all their men in fafety to the camp.

(d) Noviodunum, Ceflar mentions four feveral towns of the fame name ;
one in Soiffon, which mofl people take for Noion, but Monfieur Sanfon
salis it Soiflun:  Scaliger cannot believe that any body ever found the trig
name for it yet, Another town of this nameg in Autun, upon the river
Lowe, all people expound Nevers: this we are now talking of, Sanfon callg
Neuve; and the fourth, Noviedunum Diablintum, he applica to Nogent le
Rotrou, the chief village of Perch, on the river I{uy(Ten,

2 13. Cxlar
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13, Czfar immediately drew out the cavalry to en- WAR IN
gage the enemy’s horfe, and finding his men began to give GAUL.
cround, detached about 400 German' horfe to affift them ;-\
the Gauls not able to fuftain the aflault; loft many of their
party, and being routed, fled for fafety to theirarmy. Up-
on this defeat, the befieged again defpdiring, feized all thofe
perfons who had been inftrumental in raifing the mob on
the late occafion, fent them prifonérs to Czfar, and de-
livered themfelvés up to his mercy. This affair difpatch- cepr talces
ed, Cezfar matched towards Bourges, the capital town Neuiye, and
of Berry, fituate in a plentiful {oil ; not doubting but he :.‘““h‘;
fhould quickly reduce the whole country, when he had t‘;";’;‘mf,;;f‘

made himfelf mafter of the ftrongeft town in that ftate,
CHAUP. VIL

14. VERCINGETORIX having received fo ma- Vercingeto-
ny loffes fucceflively, as thof= of Sens, Orleans, and Neu- ;":ﬂﬁ';’::}"”““
vye, fummoned a council ; where he told his countrymen, '
¢¢ They muft now think of making war after a quite dif- His fpeech,
ferent manner than formerly ; that they muft do their ut-
moft to intercept the Roman convoys and foragers ; that
the feafon of the year would be affiftant to them in this e~
terprize, for it being too early to cut corn in the fields,
the enemy would be forced, in difperfed bodies, to feck
for proviftons in the villages, where they might eafily de-

- feat them with the cavalry, That they muft not {eta greater
value on their goods than their lives, for it was abfolutely
neceflary all the houfes and villages round fhould be butnt,
to prevent the enemy’s foraging; and as for themfelves,
it was but reafonable they fhould be {upply’d by the coun-
tries they defended: this council once put in-practice, the
Romans muft either be obliged to ftarve, or forage at a
great diftance from their camp with infinite danger. That
it would be the fame thing in eftect, whether they defeat-
ed them, or intercepted their convoys, for being deprived
of thofe, they could not long fubfift. And further he de-
clared, all thofe towns fhould be reduced to afhes, whofe
artificial or natural fortifications could not preferve them
from falling into the enemy’s hands, left they fhould be a
tefuge to thofe who were afraid of the perilsof war, or the
Romans fhould furnith themfelves from thence with forape
and plunder. For though this might appear a harfh refo-
lution, yet they ought to confider how much better it was

K 4 to
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WAR IN co comply with .his advice, than to {uffer themf{clves to be

GAUL. puttothe {word, and their wives and children to be made
e~ {laves, the unavoidable fate of the conquer’d.”

Uponhisad-  y5. His opinion was approved of, and in one day above

ties in Berry tWenty cities of Berry were burnt ; the like was done in

burnt: feve- other countries ; in fine, nothing but conflagration was to

sal more in he fuen on all fides ; which though the natives beheld with

other places. ‘

fome regret, yet they flattered themfelves with hopes, that

, they fhould foon obtain the viftory, and recover all they

Debate whe. had loft.  T'he fate of Bourges was folemnly debated in

ther Bourges council, whether it fthould be burnt, or defended ; the peo-

fl‘iff'ufﬁa- ple of Berry moft humbly petitioned that they might not

carried in  De obliged to put fire with their own hands to one of the

the negative. moft beaut:ful cities of (Gaul, which ferved as well for a

defence, as an ornament to their country ; efpecially fince it

might be fo eafily maintained, for nature had fortified the

place on all fides, with a river and a marth, except at one

narrow paffage. Vercingetorix at firft oppofed them, but

at length being moved by their prayers, and the generous

compaffion of the army, complied with their defires, and

{ent a garrifon to defend the town.
CHAP, VIIL

Vercingeto- 16, ‘T HIS affair determined, he followed Cezfar by

rix marches {mall marches, till he arrived within fifteen miles of Bour~

;f::’::;’; . ges, where he chofe a place fortified with woods and marthes

encampsi to encamp in; he had hourly intelligence by his fcouts of

within fifl-  the condition of Bourges, and ditpatched fuch orders thi-

;‘i""i:“l“ ther as he thought convecnient. He kept a conftant watch
upon the convoys of our provifions, which he frequently
cut off, when neceflity obligud us to feek for them at toa
great a diftance from the camp, and though we took all
the care imaginable to prevent his defigns, by varying con-
tinually our feafons and places cf foraging.

Cxfar fets  17. Ceefar having encamped on that fide where the
down before marfh and river had left a narrow accefs to the town, be-
beurges gan to railc a mount, to prepate his penthoufes, and ereét

two turrets, for the nature of the place prevented any cir-
cumvallation. He gave continuval orders to thole of Au-
tun and Bourbonne to fupply him with provilions ; but the
fiilt of thefe were fo negligent, they did him no great fer-
vice, and the other, having but a finall and poor country,
quickly confumed all the corn in their province.  Fhus
the Autunois taking no care to perform his orders, the Bour-

bounnoia
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bonnois being poor, and the country round about laid wafte war 1N
by the enemy, the army was fo ftreighten’d for want of cavL.
corn feveral days together, that they were obliged to fub-
fift only upon the cattle, which the foragers had brought T be Ro-
in from the villages a great diftance from the camp:.yet povigoce.
not a man was heard to utter any complaint unworthy the '
dignity of the Roman empire, or the glory they had obtain.

ed in their former victories; nay, though Cefar himfelf Cxfar offers
vifited all the legions in the works, and proffer’d to break to quic the.
up the fiege, if they found the fatigue too great to be en- "8
dured; ¢ yet they all defired, he would not entertain any The foldiers:
thoughts of that nature ; for as they had hitherto behayed anfwer-
themfelves fo well under his command, as to meet with

no difgrace, but to eftet every thing they attempted, fa

now they would not make an ignominious retreat, and

quit the fiege ; for they were refolved to endure any hard-

fhips, rather than not revenge the maffacre of the ¥{oman

citizens at Orleans.” The fame thing they faid to the

tribunes and centurions, begging them to affure the general

of their refolutions.
CHAZP. IX.

18. WHEN our turrets approached the walls, Czfar Vercingeto-
had notice that Vercingetorix, having confumed all the rix decamps,
forage round about his camp, had removed nearer Bour- pogrer Boue-
ges, and was gone out with a party of cavalry and fuch ges; marches
light infantry as ufed to fight amongft the horfe, to lie in With his
ambufcade for our foragers: whereupon Ceafar marched Z::::E he
privately about mid-night towards the enemy’s camp, Roman fo-
where he arrived the next morning early. The Gauls 8%
were foon informed by their {fcouts of Cafar’s approach ; Cafar |
wherefore bhaving hid their baggage and carriages in marches
the thickeft part of the wood, they drew themfclves up firely te
on an open hill; which Caefar perceiving, command- " = *
ed his foldjers to difpole of their baggage, and ftand to
their arms,

19. The poft which the enemy had poffefs’d was a gen- The enemy
tle rifing ground, furrounded almoft on all fides by a dan- draw them-
gerous morafs, about fifty foot over, Having lodged them- flﬁl‘upf;r_'
{elves on this hill, and broke down all the bridges, they rounded by a
confided in the fituation of the place, difpofed themfelves moraf.
according to their feveral countries, and fent fmall parties
to guard all the fords and aveuues ; refolving, 1if the Ro-
mans fhould attempt to force their way, to pour down

upon
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war 1N uponthem from the higher ground, and attack them whilt
GavuL. they werelabouring through the mud. Any one that faw the
e~/ fmall diftance between the two armies, would think the ene-
my offered battle on equal terms; but when he confidered

the difadvantage of the place, he would fee thefe feeming

advances were nothing elfe but art and oftentation., How-

ever, the Romans were fo inraged to fee the enemy durft

confront them at fo fmall a diftance, that they impatiently
TheRomansdefired the fign of battle: ¢¢ But Cafar informed them
are impati- how many- brave lives that vitory would coft him ; and
E’:ft,:f "¢ fince they were fo ready to undertake any danger for his
Czfar's  glory, he fhould think himfelf the moft ungrateful man in
fpccch to  the world, if he did not fet a greater value on their fafety
- than his own.” Thus having moderated their defire, he
returned to the camp, and gave fuch further orders as were

neceflary for carrying on the fiege.

CHAP X

Vercingeto- 20, VERCINGETORIX, on his return, was accufed
o ‘;’;P’:"h' of treafon, for having moved his camp nearer than he ought
Ica- . ‘
{on, to the Romans, for marching away with all the cavalry,
leaving the army without a commander, and giving Cafar
{fo favourable an opportunity to attack them: that this was
done from a premcditated defign, and with a view to receive
the kingdom of (aul rather from his hands than from their
eleGtion. To which articles of impeachment he anfwered,
His anfwer. ¢ That he decamped at their defire, for want of forage:
that he had lodged himfelf nearer the Romans, being induced
by the place, the natural fortifications of which were fuf-
ficient to defend it: that there was no occafion for caval-
ry in a morafs, but they might have been ufeful in the
place he carried them to: that he had left no officer to
command them, left the foldiers fhould have forced him to
engage the enemy, which he knew they were all inclined
to, the effeminacy of their minds making them impatient
of further labour : that if the Romans had happened to come
during his abfence, he fuppofed they were obliged to For-
tune ?f;or direéting them ; but if any perfon had invited them
thither, they ought to return him thanks, for giving them
an opportunity of beholding the fmallnefs of the enemy’s
number from the rifing ground, and from thence learning to
defpife their efforts; who, for fear of engaging the Gauls,
had made an ignominious retreat. T'hat he fcorned to-ac-

cept a kingdom from Cefar’s gifty, which he could pbtalin
04
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by vitory, as he and all the Gauls were now fufficiently o, o [
convinced : however, he was willing to furrender the com- ..~
mand they had invefted him with, if they did not think , - ;
the advantages they received from his conduct {ufficiently
repaid the honours he received : and, fays he, thatyou may
be perfuaded of my fincerity, hear the Roman foldiers
themfelves.,” Then producing fome fervants, who had
been taken, not many days before, while they attended our
foragers, and had fince been kept fafting in irons, and in-
{ftruted what anfwers they fhould make to the queftions
afl’d them ; they declared, ¢ They were legionary fol-
diers: that being driven by hunger, they privately ftole out
of the camp, to try if they could get any corn or cattle in
the fields : that the whole army f{uffered under the fame
want ; that every man was grown feeble, and unable to en-
dure fatigue : wherefore Cefar had refolved, if he could
not mizke himfelf mafter of the town within three days, to
quit the fiege.

Thefe, faid Vercingetorix, are the advantages you
receive from the man you have accufed of treafon, by
whofe management, without the lofs of your blood, you
behold fo powerful and vi€torious an army almoft confumed
by famine; who his likewife provided, that no country
{hall receive them, when they fhall bafely endeavour to
fave thenifelves by flight.”

21. At this the whole army gave a fhout, and, after the Heisacquit.
fafhion of their country, clathed their arms, as they always '-":“;‘dd“gm- |
do when they approve the harangue; proclaiming Ver- the whols
cingetorix for a great and faithful commander, whofe army.
conduét could not be excelled. T 'was refolved that 10,000
chofen men, pick’d out of the army, fhould throw them-
felves into Bourges ; for fince they believed the whole fuc-
cefs of the war depended on the prefervation of that town,
they would not rely intirely upon the people of Berry for

the publick fafety.

His firatac
gem,

CHAP XL

22, T HE wonderful application of our foldiers de- Theinduftry
feated all the endeavours of the Gauls, tho’ they are a};';ti‘; be-
very induftrious and ingenious people at imitating any ma- e
chine they have feen. They hindered our hooks from do-
ing executions on the walls, by catching hold of them with
ropes, and pulling them with their engines into the town ;
our moynt they undermined with the greater dextcrity,h as

| their
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war INtheir fron works had made them excellent in that art.

GAUL. They erefted towers on every part of their walls, which

Ly~ they covered with hides ; and made frequent fallies day and

night, either to fet fire to our mount, or difturb our works ;

they daily increafed their towers. to an equal height with

ours ; and caft fuch plenty of fharp ftakes hardened in the

hre, with {calding pitch, and ftones of a prodigious

weight into our trenches, that they prevented us from ap-
proaching their walls.

Howthe 23, Moft of the cities in Gaul build their walls after the

Gauk 00l fame manner. They lay along on the ground two firait

eheir citics. D€ams, at two feet diftance, parallel to each other, which

they bind together on the infide, and cover the outfide with

earth. ‘The interftices between the beams they fill with

large ftones, cemented with mortar ; over which another

row is carried on in like manner, that when the next {u-.

perior beams are laid on them, they may not touch the

inferior, but an uinform diftance be preferved by an equal

and artificial layer of wood and ftones, continuing the fame

method till they have raifed the wall to fuch a height as

they think convenient. This way of building is as ufeful

as beautiful ; for as the variety an equal intermixture of

the materials is pleafing to the eye, fo the ftone is proof

againft fire, and the beams againft the battering ram; for

being faftened within the town by continual planks of forty

fect long, they can neither be bioke through, nor dif-

jointed,

CHAZP. Xl
Theinduftry 24. THOUGH the foldiers met with fo many diffi-

of the Ro- LI . ‘
munfoldiers, Culties in the fiege, though they were incommoded with

the dirt, cold and perpetual rains; yet by inceflant labour

they furmounted all thefe inconveniencies ; and in twenty-

hive days compleated a mount 330 feet broad, and eighty

feet high. When it almoft touched the walls, Cafar, ac-

ing te his cuftom, attending the works, and encouraging

the foldiers to lofs no time, about three in the morning per-

ceived the mount began to fmoak ; for the enemy having:

The behieg- yndermined and put fire to it, fecting up a fhout on all
wiletthe  parts of the wall, made a vigorous fally from two feveral
rire, and  ports 3 fome caft fire-brands and combuftible matter upon
make a vi- the mount, fome pitch, and fuch other materials as might
corous [l ferve to encreafe the flame ; fo that we hardly knew whi-
ther to fend affiftance firft ; but Cwefar had taken care

to
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to have 2 conftant out-guard of two legions, who relieved war 1%
thofe that wrought in the trenches by turns ; fo fome im- gavL.
mediately confronted thofe that fallied out of the town, \m b
and others were employed in drawing off the towers, ,and
cutting the mount, whilft the whole army endeavoured to
extinguifh the fire.

23. The difpute continued very warm all the reft of
the night, and the enemy were ftill in hopes of vitory,
becaufe the fheds of the turrets were brint, nor could our
foldiers manage them whilft they were expofed to the ene-
my’s fthot : wherefore they fent frefh fupplies continually
to relieve the weary, thinking the fate of Gaul depended
on- that critical minute. During this confli€t there hap-
pened a memorable action, which I muft not omit : One Four Ganla
of the befieged, having planted himfelf before the gate, &’Ef:ﬁfl{m
caft balls of pitch and tallow with his hands to increafe the fame post i
fire of the turrets, till being wounded on his right-fide, they are all
with an arrow fthot from a f{corpion, he expired in the place : O‘iﬁiﬁ’dzﬁt
the man that ftood next fupply’d his poft, till he met with like tillthey
the fame fate ; then fucceeded a third, and after him a arc beatea
fourth : nor was the place left vacant, till the fire of the o 0o
mount was extinguifhed, the enemy on all fides repulfed, ’

and the fight at an end,
CHAP. XIIL

26. THE Gauls having eflay’d all methods in vain,
the next day, in obedience to Vercingetorix’s com-~
mands, began to confult about leaving the town ; which
they hoped they might do without much damage, by the
favour of the night, becaufe they had no great journey to
their camp, and the morafs which lay between would pre~
. vent the Romans purfuit. Night came, and the befieged The tefiey's
were preparing for their intended march, when the wo- defigntoqui
men, running out into the ftreets, flung themfelves weep- ;’; ‘;‘:';'fc‘

ing at their hufbands feet, and bcfou%ht them that they veptes by
would not abandon their wives and children, whom nature their wives
had form’d incapable of enduring the fatigues of flight,
as a prey to the enemy : but when they found them inflexi-
ble (for felf-prefervation and fear feldom admit of pity) they
began to encreafe their cries, and acquaint the Romans with
their hufbands defign ; whereupon apprehending the pailages
might be poflefled by our cavalry, they alteicd their re-
folution.

27. The next day Cafar having advanced the towers,

and given the necellary orders for carrying on the hege,
there
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war 1N therefell an extraordinary rain, which he thought a con-

caul. venient time for effeCting his defign, becaufe he obferved

t——~ the watch on the walls but negligently kept; wherefore he

commanded the foldiers not to labour too hard at the works:

the legions being covered by the vines, he encouraged them

to reap the fruit of their labours, and having promifed a

TheRomans Teward to the firft that fcaled the walls, they flew like

fale the  lightning from all parts, and foon poflefled themfelves of
walls. the town.

28. The enemy were extremely {urprized, and being
forced from their turrets and battlements; drew themfelves
up ina triangle in the market-place, and fuch other ftreets
as were broad enough for that purpofe; that if the Romans
fhould come to attack them, they might better maintain
their ground, when drawn up in order of battle ; but per-
ceiving no body came near them, and that the walls were
poflefled by the Romans, they began to apprehend their
flight might be prevented. Upon which they flung down
their arms, and ran to the fartheft part of the town, where
prefling forward to make their efcape through a narrow
gate, they retarded each other, and were killed by the
foldiers, asthofe who got out were by the cavalry ; for no
body minded the plunder, but enraged by the maflacre at

Storm the  Orleans, and the fatigue they had endured in the fiege, put
;?J‘:fﬂ:;‘i all to the {word, without refpeét to age or difference of fex.
fieged to the So that out of 40000 fcarce 800 efcaped to Vercingétorix,
fword. Out who upon the firft alarm fled out of the town. Thefe he
sfgo000n- 1 iyately received in the dead of night, fending out his
y 8coefcape ] )
to Vercinge- fervants, and the chief noblemen of each province, to
torix: his po- meet and conduct them to thofe parts of the camp, where
Ei? hern . their feveral countrymen were quartered, to prevent any
™™ mutiny that might arife from the difguft of the army upon

their return,

CHAP XIV.

Hisfpeech  29. THE next day, Vercingetorix, calling a council
uponthe lofs of war, comforted the Gauls, telling them, ¢¢ They had
of thetown. 1\, reafon to be difcouraged at their late lofs, fince the Ro-
mans had not fucceeded by their valour, but fkill in be-
fieging of towns, which theg had no experience in: that
conftant fuccefs was not to be expeted in war ; and for
his part, they all could bear him witnefs, it was contrary
to his opinion that Bourges fhould be defended: where-
fore this lofs was to be imputed to the folly of the people

of Berry, and the two great indulgence of the army ;
how-
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however he would take care to repair the damage, by a far W AR IX
oreater advantage; for he would undertake, the other ©¢AUL-
countries of (zaul, which had hitherto ftood neuter, thould

enter into the grand alliance: that the kingdom of Gaul

fhould join in the fame defign, whofe force united, the

whole world would not be able to withftand : that he had

almoft brought this affair to a happy conclufion ; but in the

mean time he thought it convenient for the publick fafety,

they fhould fortify their camp, to defeat any {fudden excur-

fions of the enemy.”

30. This harangue was not ungrateful to the Gauls, ef~ Veringeto-
pecially fince they faw their general was neither deje@ted [ > 5y
after {o great a lofs, nor endeavoured to abfcond from pub- the lofs of
lic view ; nor did it a little add to the reputation of his Bouries,
conduct, that as it was his opinion Bourges {fhould be burnt,
fo he was the firft that had advifed them to defert the place <
wherefore as ill fuccefs generally eclipfes the credit of other
commanders, fo his, on the contrary, daily increafed with
his loffes : they flattered themfelves on his affirmation that .. ...
the other ftates of Gaul would join with them, and bejan vicethe
to fortify their camp, which had never before been prac- Gaulsfortify

tifed by the Gauls : being reduced to fo humble a condition, £ ™P 3

) > N the firfttime

that tho’ they were not inured to labour, yet they patient- they ever

ly {uffered whatever tatks were impofed upon them, did it
CHAP XV,

1. VERCINGETORIX did not defign to be Heendea-

worfe than his promife, he took abundance of painsto draw pours to per-
. g . . uade all the
the other countries of (Gaul into the fame alliance, endea~ gher cour-
vouring to gain the noblemen of each ftate, by prefentsand triesof Gaul
promifes; for this purpofe he made choice of the beft nego- to revolt.
ciators, whofe craft orintereft might effect his defigns : for
thofe who had efcaped from Bourges, he provided armsand Arms and
cloathing ; and to repair the lofs he received there, gave cloathes the
orders that each of the revolted provinces fhould furnifh him Bt‘fcfi‘i‘ff;g““
with a certain number of recruits, to be fent to his camp Bﬂul:'ﬂf-'ﬂ- o
by a day prefixed ; and he commanded them to levy all
the archers in their country, whereof they have plenty in Raifes new
Gaul, for his fervice ; by ‘which means he foon recovered levies.
what he loft at Bourges. In the mean time Theuto-
matus, fon of Ollovico king of Agen, whofe father Thestoma-
had formerly been ftyled friend by the fenate of Rome, b oNiricheis
came over to him with a confiderable number of horfe, gesor Agen,

which he brought from Gafcoigne. CHAP comes over
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CHAP XVIL

WAR IN 22, CZESAR ftay’d feveral days at Bourges, to refrefh
GAUL. his army after their late labour, and want of provifions ;
besr ) for he found plenty of corn in the town: the winter was
now almoft fpent, and the feafon invited him to take the

field ; wherefore he refolved to follow the enemy, to try

whether he could draw them out of the woods and marches,

or have an opportunity of befieging them ; when the prin-

Czfar is in- cipal noblemen of Autun came to befeech him that he
formed of wyoyld affift their country, which was in a dangerous con«

the difput v e v
in Autca  dition at that jun&ure ; for as formerly by the cuftom of

aboutthefu- Autun they were always governed by a fingle annual ma-
prememagi- giftrate, whofe eleftion invefted him with regal power ;
7e now two pretended a title to the fame office, both affirm-
ing, they were lawfully created : one of thefe pretenders

was Convictolitanis, an illuftrious youth of great intereft ;

Cotus the other, of an antient family, great authority,
and powerful in relations, whofe brother Vedeliacus

had difcharged the fame office but the year before : that
the whole country was up in arms, the fenate and people
divided, and, fhould the difpute continue, it was much to
be feared a civil war would enfue: to prevent which fatal
confequences, they relied entirely on his care and authority.

33 Though Cefar thought it inconvenient to leave
the war, and the enemy behind him ; yet confidering what
effets might arife from fuch divifions, left fo powerful and
firm allies to the people of Rome, whom he had always fa-
voured and enriched, fhould fall out amongft themfelves,
and that party which depended lefs on him, pray afliftance
from Vercingetorix, he thought it neceflary to put a
ftop to the progrefs, of thefe diforders; and becaufe the
chief magiftrates of Autun are prohibited going out of the
country, left they fhould detra& from the honour of their
office, he 1efolved to go himfelf in perfon thither; and
fummoned both the fenate and candidates to attend him at

E;hf:?g: Decife : almoft the whole country came thither, and be-

to Autan, ing fatisfied that Cotus had been clandeftinely chofen, by
Summons 3 fow ele@ors, at an improper time and place, and declared

di- : : '
:iT:c:::?: .- magiftrate by his own brother, contrary to the law (which

tend himat does not only prohibit two perfons of the fame family
Decetia or - from executing the fupreme office of magiftracy, whilft

Decie- e who firft obtained it is alive, but even from fitting in
the
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the fenate at a time) he obliged him to quit his pretenfions, W ar iy
and gave fentence in favour of Convittolitanis, who had g ayy.
been created by the priefts, according to the cuftom of ey

the country, when the place was vacant, where he dé-
34. Having accommodated this affair, he defired the s In fa-
vour of Con.

Autunois to lay afide all thoughts of falion, and give him yaositanis
what affiftance they could towards carrying on the prefent againtt Cos
war ; that, (Gaul being fubdued, they might receive thofe ‘“"; pre-
rewards their loyalty deferved: he deﬁged them immediate- 't;g::n;}dm
ly to furnifh him with all their cavalry, and 10000 foot, the Autunois
that he might difpofe them into garrifons to levy contribu- }° f“m:'%
tions : he divided his army into two parts; four legions, 10000, ':-ao,,
with half of the cavalry, under the command of Labie- and all their
nus, he detached to Sens and Paris; and.with the other f."d"’}': b.H‘
four marched himfelf to Cleremont, on the river Allier, in gy, 1o ;a:f,:
the country of Auvergné; which Vercingetorix having marches
notice of, broke down all the bridges of the river, and bimfelf to

{
marched upon the banks ori the other fide. Cleremoent,

CHAP XVIL

35. BOTH armies continually in view, encamped
almoft over-againft each other; and the enemy’s fcouts
were {o difperfed, that it was impoflible for the Romans to
throw a bridge over the river : Cazfar was very unealy, cafarsir =
left he fhould lofe the greateil part of the fummer for want tagem topafs
of an opportunity to pafs the Allier, which is never ford. the Al
able till towards autumn ; to prevent which inconvenience,
he removed his camp into a woody place, over-againft one
of thofe bridges which the enemy had cut down: the day
following, concealing himfelf with two legions, he fent
away the reft of his army, with all their baggage, as ufual ;
having made a draught of four cohorts out of each of his le-
gions, that the number of them might ftill appear complete : 1r takes of.
he commanded the army to march as far as they could, and fe
when he computed, by the time of the day, they might be
encamping, he began to rebuild a bridge upon the fame
piles, the lower part of which the enemy had left ftanding ;
and having foon completed his work, and marched his legions
over, chofe a convenient place to encamp in, and recalled
the reft of his army: whereupon Vercingetonx, that he
might not be obliged to fight agaioft his will, went a great
way forward by long marches.

L 36, From
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waR IN 36. From thence in five days march Ceafar arrived
GAUL. at Clerement, where, after a {mall fkirmifh with the
\—~-/ cnemy’s cavalry, upon taking a view of the town, he de-
Cafar artives fpaired of reducing it by ftorm, nor did he think it conve-
onn.  nient to make any fteps towards invefting the place, before
he had furnifhed himfelf with fuch provifions as he had
Vercingeto- OcCafion for. But Vercingetorix having encamped on the
rix_encamps hill clofe by the town, difpofed all his army according to
:;‘;f“w;‘;:“ their feveral diftriéts, at a {mall diftance from each other,
" and having poficfled all the hills round about, made a
formidable appearance: he obliged the chief noblemen of
every ftatc, whom he made his council, to attend his le-
vee every morning early, either to confult or receive fuch
orders as he thought neceffary ; never omitting a day with-
out fending his horfe, intermixed with archers, to fkirmith
with our cavalry, that he might be acquainted with each
man’s particular merit. There was 4 rifing ground that
joined to the foot of the mountain the town was built on,
excellently well fortified by nature, and difficult of accefs
on all fides; which iIf our men could gain, they were in
hopes to cut off the water, and prevent the enemy from
foraging fo freely as before. Upon this place the Gauls
had-only pofted a flender guard; wherefore Cefar, leaving
Cafar gains IS camp about midnight, defeated the party that was lodg-
a hill of ad- ed there, before they could be reinforced from the tewn,
vantagee  pofiefled himfelf of the hill, and having left two legions in
the place, drew 2 line of communication, by a double
trench twelve foot broad, from the lefler to the larger
camp, that the foldiers might pafs fafely from one to the

other, without any annoyance from the enemy.

CHAP. XVIIL

-37. WHILST affairs were in this pofture at Clere-

Convictoli. mont, Convitolitanis of Autun, to whom Cwxfar had
anis per-  Jatcly decrced the magiftracy, being corrupted by the
fusdes Lita- nogple of Auvergne, endeavoured to draw in fome of the
vicuy and his : o :
biotiers 1o yOung nobility ; the chief of thefe were Litavicus and his
sebel, brothers, gentlemen of the greateft family in the country,
with whomw he divided his bribes: ¢¢ He put them in mind

they ‘were born {ree, and deftined by nature for empire:

that Autun alone held the balance of victory, for all the

.other provinces were reftrained by her example 3 but fhould

the once declore, the Romans would have no footing left

in
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i the country: for his own part, he muft confefs he had war in
lately received a favour from Czfar, but fuch an one as gavL.
the mertts of his caufe might challenge; yet he did not (e =
think himfelf obliged to fhew his gratitude at the expence
of his country’s liberty ; nor give any reafon, why the Au-
tunois {hiould fubmit their laws and cuftoms to the arbitra~-
tion of Cefar, any more than the Romans theirs to the
Autunois.” His authority, and the rewards he propofed,
foon prevailed; Litavicus with his brothers agreed to
undertake the bufinefs ; but firft it was thought proper to
confult about the means for accomplifhing their defiens ;
for they were fatished the country would not eafily be in-
duced to declare war againft the Romans: wherefore it  Litzvicus
was refolved that Litavicus’s brothers fhould be fent be- made Cene-
fore to Cefar, that himfelf thould have the command of ’;“;G';';tf:t_
the 10,000 foot. which the Autunois were to furnith ; and ks brothers
the reft.of the affair thould be managed as occafion offered. fentbefore o
38. Accordingly having received the command of the “®*"

army, and marched within thirty miles of Cleremont, Li-
tavicus on a f{udden called the foldiers together, and
with tears in his eyes fpoke to this effect: ¢« Gentlemen, Litavicuss
whither are we going? all our horfe, all our nobility are L‘:%:‘EI::'“
already flain; Eporedorix and Virdumarus, men -of s,
the beft quality in our country, are accufed of treafon by
the Romans, and put to death unheard : but I refer you to
thofec who have clcaped the flaughter, for further informa-
tion, fince grief for my departed brothers and kin{men
ftops my utterance.”” At that, fome inftruments, who had
been before inftruéted what to fay, were produced ; who
joined in the fame ftory with Litavicus, and informed
the army of the particulars; that the Autunots horfe had
been put to the {word, for holding coriefpondence wita
thofe of Auvergne, as the Romans pretended ; that they
had hid themfelves in the croud, and were faved by flight
from the flaughter. Ubpon this advice the whole army were
not a little difturbed, and intrcated Litavicus that he
would contrive fome means for their fafeey : he told them,
¢“ The prefent aftair did not admit of any debate; that  ppvicys
there was no other way left but to march diretly 10 Clere- pertuades the
mont, and join the Auvergnois; for, added he, 1t 15 not ﬁf“’ under
to be doubted but the Romans, having already committed 1104 1o re.
fo barbarous an aclion, will make what hafle they can to bet
put us likewile to the fword 5 but il we have any courage
lefr, et us revenge the death off our injuied countrymen

L2 upon
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waFR ¥ upon thefe villains:” Whereupon producing the Roman
GAUL. citizens who had taken the opportunity of their convoy,

L-—V-—’

Eporederix
ac'q:m;nls
Cz'ar with
tha‘l'it.ug‘ﬂ
CCﬁgu-
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fubnnt when
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they robbed them of a confiderable quantity of corn, and
put them to a barbarous death ; then immediately difpatched
couricrs to all parts of Autun, to divulge the fame {ftory,
about the death of the noblemen and cavalry, and to ad-
vife them to vindicate their wrongs, as they had done.

CHAP XIX.

3. EPOREDORIX and Virdumarus of Autun,
onc of an illuftrious houfe and confiderable intereft in
his country ; the other of equal age and authority, though
not fo wejl defcended, whom Czfar, on the recommend-
ation of Divitiacus, had raifed to the higheft digmuties,
being particularly fummoned, came alone with the horfe.
Thele two always rivalled each other for the precedence;
in the late difpute about the magiftracy, one efpoufed the
caufe of Conviflolitanis, the other that of Cotus. The
former having notice of Litavicus’s deflign, came to
Cafar about midnght, and difcovered the plot, intreat-
ing him not to fuffer the minds of 2 people who were
his ancient friends, to be alienated by the treafonable prae-
tices 'of fume young noblemen; for, he forefaw, that if
Litavicus went over to the enemy, with fo confiderable
an army, their feveral relations would think themfelves
obliged to join their defence, and confequently the af-
fair muft have a powerful influence over the whole
country.

40. Calar was greatly furprized to hear that his fa-
vourite Autunois fhould think of a revolt : therefore he im-
mediately drew out four light-armed legions, with all the
cavalry 5 and not having time to contract his camp Jnto a
narrower fpace (becaufe the whole fuccefs of his defign de-
pended on difpatch) left in garrifon lieutenant C. ¥abius
with two leg'ons.  He gave orders before he fet out for
apprehending  Litavicus’s brothers, but found they bad
not lang before gone over to the enemy.  Having encou-
raged his foldiers chearfully to endure the fatigue of fo ne-
cellary a march, they purfued their journey with great ea-
gernefs for xxv miles, till they arrived within fight of the
Autunois; then he detached the horfe before, to retard
their march, comunanding them not to put any man to the

{word
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fword: and ordered Eporedorix with Virdumarus, whom WAR IN
they believed to be killed, to go along with the ca- GAUL.
valry, and fhew themfelves to their countrymen the Autu-~ “="v=4
nois ; who finding their miftake, difcovering Litavicus’s

deceit, held out their hands to fignify their defire to fur-

render, and having laid down their arms, began to beg

their lives: Litavicus in the mean time, with all his ILitavicns
dependants, who are not permitted by the cuftom of Gaui ¢fcapss 1o
to defert their patron in the greateft dangers, efcaped to C¥°@o
Cleremont.

41. Cefar immediately {ent embafladors to Autun, to
acquaint the people how merciful he bad been to their
countrymen, whom by martial law he might bave put to
the {word ; then having allowed his army three hours time
to relt, he marched towards Cleremont, and had almoft
paffed one half of the journey, when a party of borfe from cupfy has
C. Fabius came to give him notice how much danger the notice that
camp was in, being aflaulted by the enemy on all fides, ;i’;?}l‘;
who when their forces fainted, ftill {upplied their places with camcp.
freth men; whillt the Romans with a large camp, and
but few foldicrs to defend it, were cbliged, though never
{fo weary, to maintain their ground : that they had already
received many wounds from the enemy’s darts and arrows,
though their engines had done them good fervice: that Fa-
bius, at their departure, had fhut up two gates of the
camp, encreafed the height of the rampier, and prepared "
for the next day’s aflault: whereupon Cefar made what bafte fo ite.

hafte he could to his relief, and arrived at the camp before relef.
{un-riﬁ:.

CHAP. XX

42. IN the mean while the Autunois, réceiving Lita- 1y, ay4,.
vicus’s news, ftaid not for farther confirmation ; but fome noisenl.ita-
prompted by avarice, others by revenge and rafthnefs, to yicvs smeb
which they are fo much addicted, that they take every e pf,m_
thing for certain which they hear by report, plundered the der the *o-
Roman ciczens, killed fome, and fold others for flaves @ Msfcit:zent
nor did Convilolitanis a little foment their fury, that
bv plunging them into fome defperate altion, fhame
might continuc what madnefs began.  They enticed Caius 5000 Aris
Anftius, the tribune, who was marching to his legion, nus,

and feveral Roman merchants, to quit Chalons, giving
L 3 them
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waRr IN them their parole that they would not difturb them in their
cauL. paflage; but they fet upon them on the road, robbed them
L—,~— of their baggage, befieged thofe night and day who made

oppofition, and many being killed on both fides, they ex-
cited {till greater numbers to take arms.

Butfinding g9, But being informed that all their foldiers were n

thrfoldiers Ao, b %s power, they ran to Ariftius, aflured him no-

werein Ca- ) _ ?

(r’s power, thing had been done by publick authority, called thofe to

thev lerd  gccount who had fvized the effedis of the Romans, fe-

cwbafladors » oflared the effates of Litavicus and his brethren, and

¢ty him to 2 - : ‘

qenr trem- fent embafladors to Cxefar, to clear themfelves from the

felves, imputation of thefe tumults.  All this they did to get their
foldiers relezfed 3 but being tainted with treafon, loth to
make reftitution of thofe goods which had been divided
among(t fo many, and apprehenfive of the punifhment they
deferved, they privately confulted about carrying on the
war, and f[ent embafladors to the {tates round zbout, to
defire their affiftance.

Czfargives 1 hough Crefar was pot ignorant of their pra&lices, yet

themata-  fending for their deputies, in an affable manner he affured

:f;;filﬂ *™ them, that he fhould not entertain an ill opinion of their

country for the diforders the mob had been guilty of, of
bear the lefs aifetion to the Autunois. | |

CHAP XXL

cefirde-  BEING apprehenfive of frefh commotions in Gaul,

figns to quir that he might not be furrounded on all fides in an enemy’s

the icge o equntry, he confulted which vay he might quit the ficge

Cleremont, . . TR . :
of Cleremont, and jcin the reft of his army, without giv-
ing the enemy occalion to believe that he fled to avoid
them.,

44. Whillt he was meditating on this affair, there fell
out an accident which feemed to favour his defign ; for go-

ing into the lefler camp to view the works, he obferved a
hill left naked, which but a few days befoie had been co-
vered ail over with tiie cnemy’s forces ; he wondered what
wis the rcafon of their quutting it, and cnquiring the caufe
of the delerters, who daly flocked in great numbers to ont
camp, they all agreed with our fcouts, that the back of the
hitl, from whenee lay a pafiize to another part of the
town, wis an even ground, but woody and narrow @ that
1IC Cnemy woie anuaa abiand JF tolinge this pofl, for the

Romups
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Romans having already made themfelves mafters’ of ane:

hill, thould they obtamn this likewife, the (Gauls would be

almoft furrounded, and- cut off from foraging ; for which-

reafon Vercingetorix had drawn out all his forces to for-
tify the paflage.

IRl
WAR OIN
i GJ%UL- )
\amryed

45. Cazfar upon this intelligence detached feveral fqua- But firtt re- -

drons of horfe thither at midnight, commanding them to
ride up and down the place with as much noife as poflible

by break of day he caufed a great number of mules. and-

beafts of burden to-be led out of the camp, and the baggage
to be taken from them ; then furnithing the grooms with
helmets, that they might refemble troopers, he caufed them
to ride about the hill : with thele, for the greater {hew, he
mixed a few cavalry, commanding them to make a large
tour.about the place. . The party was foon defcry’d by the
befieged, for the town commanded a view of the camp,
though they could not - perfectly at that diftance difcover
what was done : after thefe he likewife detached one legion
to the fame place, whom he ordered to hide themfelves in
the woods and jower grounds: this increafed the jcaloufy
of the Gauls to fuch a degree, that they immediately drew
out all their forces to maintain the poft. Cafar, per-
ceiving the camp was deferted, caufed his foldiers to march
in-fmall parties from the. larger to the leffer camp, with
their helmets and colours concealed, that the town might
take no notice of them; then calling his lieutenants toge-
ther, to whom he had committed the charge of each par-
ticular legion, he gave them fuch direCtions as he thought
convenient : In the firft place he ordered them to reftrain
their foldiers from being carried too far by the defire of aght
or plunder ; he acquainted them with the difadvantage of
the place, which nothing but dilpatch could overcome ; that
the prefent was an affair which depended more upon op-
portunity than virtue ; and giving them the fign to advance,
{ent the Autunois to meet them by another afcent on the

pignt.
CHAP XXIL

46. THE wall of the town lay 1200 paces diftant from
the plain below, without computing the uneven ground
between, and the circuit which was necefiary to be taken
far moderating the {teennels of the alcent, wiich {till en-
creafed our journcy.  L'he Gauls about the middie of the

1. 4 hl”’

fulvea npon
an explcit.
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wAR IN hill, fo far as the nature of the place would admit, had

GAUuL. raifed 3 wall fix foot high for a fortification ; from the foot

e Of the hill to this outward wall there was nothing to ob-

TheRomans ftract aur paffage, but. from thence to the town the upper

wallon the part of the hill was covered all over with little camps (a e

hill, So foon as the {ign was given, our men were fo alert in ex-

ecuting their orders, that they quickly pafled this fortifica-

tion, and made themfelves mafters of three feveral camps ;

which they did with fo much difpatch, that Theutoma-

Theutoma- ¢ys, king of Agen, was furprifed in his tent, as he was

S;::;f::’f:; repofing himfclt about noon, and narrowly efcaped being

taken pn- taken; for his horfe was wounded under him, and he fled
foner. away half naked, not having time to drefs himfelf.

oy e. 47» Ceefar, having now accomplifhed all be' defired,

treat; the Commanded a retreat to be founded ; whereupon the {ol-

;?;:h 1;15*:“ diers of the tenth legion, who then attended on bim +,

he roft pur- Made 2 halt, and the other legions, though the intesvening

fue their fuc- valley prevented their hearing the fummons, yet were com-

cefs, manded by the tribunes and lieutenants, according to Cee-

far’s inftructions, likewife to halt; but prompted with

the hopes of a fpeedy viCtory, encouraged by the flight of

the enemy, and flufhed with the remembrance of their for-

mer fuccefles, they thought nothing too. difficult for their

courage to accomplifh, nor did they defift from the purfuit

before they came to the very gates and walls of the town :

The confu- Which occafioned f{o great a clamour and confufion from all

fﬂ;} “f;hﬂ parts, that they who were furtheft from the place aflaulted,

the Romans D€lieving we had already forced our entrance, left the

approsch,  town; the matrons caft their cloaths and money o’er the

wall, with naked breafts and extended hands befeeching

the Romans to have mercy on them, and not put women

and children to the fword, as they had done at Bourges ;

_ and fome of them being let down by their hands, delivered

b_L“f'“ﬂ Fa- themfelves up to our foldiers. L, Fabius, a centurion of

nce, wheh the eighth legion, was fo encouraged by the plunder he got

coits im  at Bourges, that he was heard to fay, no man fhould get

dear. into Cleremont before him ; wherefore by the affiftance of

[{e {eal . : :

- walls.three foldiers of his maniple he mounted the walls, then
Varcingeto. aflifted them one after another to do the like.

nxc bty 48, In the mean time, they who were gone to defend
re

e afit.  the paflage on the other fide of the town, hearing a noife,

ance.
(#) Becaufe Cielar faid before they were divided inta feveral pariies, each
country bene placed by themfelves,
T qua tum erat comitatus, Ceud, Carr. & Lipfius,

and
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and being informed by feveral meflengers that the Romang ‘W AR IN
had taken poffefion of Cleremont, fending their horfe be- €A UL
fore, followed after with all expedition ; each man as foon

as he arrived there, placed himfelf under the wall, to join

with fuch as had aiready made head againft the enemy ;

andthey foon grew fa numerous, that whereas the matrons,

but the woment before, befought the Romans to be mer-

ciful to them, now -they-began to encourage their own ?h;l“ﬂ'“m
party to make a vigorous defence, by producing their ,::h o
children, and fhewing themfelves .with difhevelled hair,
according to the cuftom of the Gauls.

CHAP XXIIL

T B US the difpute became unequal to the Romans as
well in refpeét to the difparity of number, as the difadvan-
tage of the place ; nor was it to be expected, that they who
had already endured {uch a fatigue, fhould be able to with-

{tand thofe who came frefh to the cambat.

49. Cafar perceiving that the number of the ¢nemy con-
tinually encreafed, and being concerned for the danger his
foldiers were in, fent orders toheutenant L. Sextius, whom
he had left to guard the lefler camp, immediately ta draw
out his cohorts, and poft them at the foot of the hill, over-
againft the enemy’s right wing; that in cafe our men
{hould be routed, he might put a {top to the enemy’s pur-

{uit : and he himfelf marching with one legion, poflefs’d a
place not far from Sextius, where he expelted the event
of the battle.

50. 'The confli& was fharply maintained on both fides,
the enemy confiding in their poft and numbers, ours in
their courage ; when on a {udden the Autunois, whom
Cafar had before ordered to afcend by another way on
the right, to givethe enemy a diverfion, were dilcover'd
on the flank of our foldiers, and the refemblance of their
arms to thofe of the Gauls, did not a little furprife the
Romans ; for thougl their right fhoulders were unco-
vered, the ufual fign of peace, yet our men were appre-
henfive it was now no more than a decoy. At the fame
time L. Fabius the centurion, and thofe who had got | g, .
into the town. with him, being furrounded and killed, were kiil'd and
thrown over the wall ; and M. Petreius, another cen- thrﬂ“’"ﬁﬂm
turion of the fame legion, endeavouring to force the gates, ¢ ¥
was opprefled by the cnemy’s numbers; wherefore defpair-

3 ing
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waRr 1IN ing of fafety for himfelf and his company, who had followed

cAUL. him, he told them, ¢ That fince he could not fave him-

felf, he would at leaft take care of them, whom his thirft

for glory had brought into that danger, and advifed them

to make ule of the opportunity he would procure them ;”

then ruthing into the midft of the enemy, having kill’d

two, he drove the reft a little from the gate, and per-

ceiving his men ftrove to affift him, ¢ In vain, faid he,

do you endeavour to fave the man whom his blood and

ftrength have already forfaken ; be gone therefore, whilfk

Marcas Pe- you may, and retire to your legion :”’ then fighting on,.

;’;ﬁ‘;;’f“ he expired {oon after, but purchafed fafety for his followers
at the expence of his life,

The Ro- 51. Our men being attacked on all fides, after the lofs

mans, after of forey-fix centurions, were obliged to quit the place ; bt

thelofsof 46 1o tenth legion, which had been pofted nearer the bottom -

and near 700 of the hill, to cover their retreat, ftopped the enemy’s ca-

en, are o>- reer, being {uftained by the cohorts, of the thirteenth legion,

pbed 10 5 which were drawn out of the leffer camp, and had poffefled

the higher ground. So foon as our army rocovered the

plain, they made a ftand, and faced about to the enemy ;

upon which Vercingetorix drew off his forces from the foot

of the hill into their camps: this day we loft almoft 700

1l

CHAP XXIV.

Cefarcallsa 52, C/ASAR, the day after, having fummoned the
cunih  foldiers to attend him, made a fpeech, wherein he con-
( earh. demned their eager purfuit, and. reprimanded them for
Rewimiads prefuming to judge how far they were to go after a retreat
i @i was founded, and their officers had commanded them to
.o theror- Nalt: he laid before them the dangers they were liable to
dere, from the difadvantage of the place, which he was fo fenfi-
bie of at Bourges, that though he furprifed the enemy there
without either cavalry or a general, yet he thought proper
to forego a certain victory, rather than purchalc it even at
that finall expence which the difliculty of the paflage would
have coft him.  He highly applauded their courage, whom
neither the fortifications of the enemy’s camp, the height
o' the mountain, nor the walls of the town could {top ;
but as much condemned thcir pride and arrogance, who
fancied themfelves better judges of the probability of victory,

and
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and the event of affairs, than their general ; for he rather war 1y

defired to have his foldiers modeft and obedient, than cou- cayL.

ragious and daring. sy g
53. In the conclufion of his fpeech, he comforted the

foldiers for "the lofs they had reccived ; telling them, they

(hould not be dejefted at their Jate misfortune, which was

to be attributed to the difadvantage of the place, not to

their want of courage. Then deligning, as formerly, to

quit the fiege, hedrew his army up in arder of battle ; but

finding, Vercingetorix was not difpofed to fight him,

after a fmall and fuccefsful fkirmifh between the cavalry, After a fue-

he withdrew into the camp again : the like he did the day “’.‘&i‘" !'*";"'

following : then thinking he had done enough to encourage . 'c:;,lnﬁ_

his own foldiers, and abate the pride of the (Gauls, he de- h 1fe, Caeiar’

camped, and marched to Autun : the enemy did not think d“‘;f“";=

fit to follow us ; wherefore having in three days rebuilt the fu;:,t; e

bridge crofs the Allier, he pafled the river with all his informet by

forces. Virdumarus

. . and Epore.-
54. He was informed by Virdumarus and Epore- d’;,;,ﬂf’i,-_

dorix that Ditavicus was gone with all the cavalry to ravicus’s fol-
follicit thofe of Autun to join the revolted Gauls; that liciting the
therefore it would be abfolutely neceffary for them to go f:;::i:s ©
before, that they might prevent {uch attempts, and confirm

the country in their loyzalty. Though Czfar was already
convinced of the infidelity of the Autunois, and plainly

forefaw that Virdumarus and Eporedorix on their

arrival would but haften the revolt, yet he thought not

proper to dectain them, that he might not do any thing

that might refleét on their charaler, or give them reafon

to believe he fufpected them. At their departure he briefly
enumerated the fervices he had done their country ; in

how mean a condition he found them, {hut up within their

walls, robbed of their fields, deprived of their forces, made
tributaries, and obliged to deliver hoftages for their fidelity ;

whereas he had raifed them to fo high a pitch of grandeur,

that they were not only reftorcd to their former ftate,

but to a greater height of glory than they everknew : Then
taking his leave, he difmifled them.

CHAP XXV,

55. NEVERS is 2 town of Autun, convenently virdumarus
feated on the river Loire : here Cefar had lodged all the andEp redo-

*'1 . - » ' ¥ o "M .
dollares of Gaul, the corn, the publick treaiure, his own, |7 "™

and parition to
the iward,
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WAR IN and the greateft part of the army’s baggage, and hithet he
GAUL. had fent a great number of horfes, which he had bought
by~ up in Spain and Italy for the fervice. When Eporedo-
rix and Virdumarus arrived at this place, being in-
formed how kindly Litavicus had been received at BibraGe,
the capital of Autun, that Conviftolitanis, the chief
magiftrate, with the greateft part of the fenate, were
come over to him, and had {fent publick embaffadors to
Vercingetorix to treat of an alliance, they thoyght
proper to lay hold of fo advantageous an opportunity ;
- wherefore, having put the garrifon of Nevers and the
IE:;;T’:L‘; Roman merchants who refided there to the {word, they
burn the  divided the money and horfes between them, took careto
tawn, fend the hoftages to the magiltrate at Autun, and becaufe
the town was not tenable, left it fhould be of any ufe to
the Romans, fet it on fire. What corn they had carriage
for, they immediately fent away by water, and flung the
R‘gfﬂ! forces, reft into the river, or burnt it ; then began to raife forces
coarisonthe in the neighbouring countries, difpofed parties for a guard
banks of the on the banks of the Loire, and difperfed their cavalry
& oire. the country over, to ftrike a terror into the Romans, en-
deavouring to cut off theic convoys, and reduce them to .
a neceffity of leaving their province : they promifed them .
felves fuccels in this affair, becaufe the late fhow had fo

fwell’d the l.oire, that it was not fordable.

50. On advice of thefe motions, Czfar thought it high
time to make hafte, and if he muft be at the trouble of
building a bridge, refolved to do it {o quickly, that he
might engage the enemy before they grew {tronger: for
he held it by no means convenient to return to the Roman
province, whilft honour, the mountains of the Cavennes,
and the difficulty of the way oppofed his paflage ; befides,
he had a great defire to join the reft of bis army under the
command of Labienus. Wherefore, beyond all mens
expeétation, marching both day and night, he arrived by

©z%r ar-  long journcys at the Loire ; where the cavalry having found
-ives at the out as convenient a ford as could be expected for the fea-
=95 fon, he difpofed them fo as to break the force of the ftream,
verds the yi. Whilft the foot pafled over the river, which took them up
ser 5 the e- to the fhoulders, leaving them only the liberty to hold
verli#9,30¢ their arms above the water. At the firft view of the Ro-

.oxarls Mans, the enemy betook themfelves to flight, Thus hay-

onnwards - , )
fens, ing fafely palfcd the Loire, obtained a confiderable baoty

of
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of corn and cattle in the fields, and refrefhed his army, he war In
refolved to march into the country of Sens, GATUL.

CHAP XXVI.

s7. WHILST Cefar was thus employed, Labie- yabiequs
nus having left thofe fupplies, which lately came from marches co
Iraly, for a guard to his baggage at Sens, marched with P2
four legions to Paris, which is fituated in an ifland of the
Seine. Upon notice of his arrival, the enemy drew a con-
fiderable number of forces from the neighbouring countries,
which they committed to the charge of Camulogenus

-of Eureux ; upon whom they conferred that honour for his
fingular fkill in military affairs, though his age feemed to
have rendered him unfit for the command : He, obferving
there was a large morafs which joined to the Seine, and ob-
ftruted all the paffages round about, lodged his army there,
defigning to prevent the Romans croffing the river.

58. Labienus was no fooner arrived there, but he be- p.p.....

gan to make his approaches, under the fhelter of hisfurprifesMe-
vines, to fill up the morafs with mould and hurdles, to :.:;r Mieflo-
render the paffage firm ; but finding the work very trou- hig 3 rpe
blefome, leaving his camp without noife about midnight, fame place
he marched the {ame way that he came, till he arrived at :{"“,h Melio-
Melun, which is another town of the country of Sens, fi- \ﬁgzﬁ;pm-
tuated likewife in an ifland of the Seine, as well as Paris. face.
Here he furprifed about fifty fhips, which he immediately
mann’d with his {oldiers ; whhreupon the few inhabitants
that remained in the town (for the greateft part was gone
out to the war) were fo frighted, they immediatcly fur-
rendered. After this fuccefs he repaired the bridge, which
the enemy had cut down not long before, crofled the river
with his army, and marched along the banks with the
{tream to Paris : the enemy, having notice of his motions,
by fome that made their efcape from Melun, immediately
fet fire to Paris, caufed the bridges to be cut down, and
fecuring themfelves in the morafs, on the banks of the
Scine, dire&ly over-againft Paris, placed themfelves oppo-
{ite to Labienus’s camp.

59, By this time Cafar’s quitting the {icge of Clere-
mont, the revolt of the Autunois, and the fecond rebellion
of the Gauls, was known all the country over ; to this
news the natives added fome of their own, reporting that

Cwar’s
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war IN Czfar’s journey was ftopped by the Loire, and that for
cavr. want of provifions he was obliged to return to the Roman
‘e~ province. Whereupon the pesple of Beauvois, having no-
The people tice of the defeCtion in Autun, being .naturally inclined to
:fe;:::”[::'“ change, began to raife forces, and make public preparations
wars for war. Labienus perceiving the face of affairs fo won-
derfully changed, wds obliged to lay a quite different

fcheme than what he had firft defigned 3 for now they did

not think of making acquifitions and conquefts, but of fe-

curing his retreat to Sens; becaufe one fide of the country

was poflefled by thofe of Beauvois, reputed a warlixe peo-

ple; and the others by Camulogenus, who had already a
powerful army in the ge]d ; to add to thefe difficulties, his

legions were divided from their garrifon and baggage by a

broad river ; wherefore he found nothing could free him

from thefe inconvenienctes but his wonted prefence of mind,
CHAP XXVIL

Lsblenus 60. IN the evening he fummoned a council of war;

prepnies for and having encouraged the officers diligently to obferve his

q.cest © orders, divided the fhips which he brought from Melun

Divdes his among the Roman knights, commanding them to fall down

ariny inw - the river at nine o’clock without any noife, and expect him

three paitics. about four miles off ; five cohorts, whom he thought leaft
capable of fervice, he left for a guard to his camp; and
the other five cohorts of the fame fegion, with all the bag-
gage, had directions to march up the river, with as much
noife and confufion as poffible ; he likewile got a number
of cock-boats, which he fent the {ame way, commanding
them to make as great buftle as they could with their oars
and he him{elf not long after, marched filently out of his
camp with three legions, to the place where he had ap-
pointed the {hips to meet him,

61. Herc he furprized the enemy’s feouts, who were
placed in all parts of the river, but were prevented from
making their efcape by a fudden tempeft ;3 and our foot and
cavalry, by thecare of the Roman knights, to whom La-
bicnus had committed the charee of that affair, were {oon
carricd over the river. It bappened that the enemyy, before
brealz of day, almoit at the fame isttant, bad notice that
there was a areatsr noife than ufual in the Roman camp;
that a conhlderablie party were marched up the river ;
that beating of vars was heard the fame way; and that
a antle luwer another paryy bad been tranfhorted crofs

3 the



Book VL. COMMENTARIES. Ese

the river: whereupon believing the Romans defigned to WAR 1N
crofs the Seine in three feveral places at once, and retreat GAUL.
as faft as they could, becaufe the people of Autun had re- ‘mymed
volted, Camulogenus likewife divided his army into three
bodies, one he, left for a guard diredtly over-againft our } Pe G2uls
camp, and detaching a fmall party towards Meudon, (4) with it do thelilce,
orders to go as far as the boats were ‘gone before, marched
with the reft of his forces againft Labienus. |

62. By break of day we had tranfported all our forces Lab
crofs the river, where we found the enemy ready to re- wigh thoce
ceive us. Labicnus encouraging his men to remember legions crof-
their priftine virtue, the many battles they had formerly won, ‘hﬂs‘““z’
and to believe that Ceefar himfelf wis prefent, under whofe goore one
conduct they had fo often met with fuccefs, gave them third of tie
the fign of battle. At the very firlt onfct the left wing of ey
the enemy was forced, and routed by the feventh legion ;
but their right, with whom the twelfth legion engaged,
though the firft ranks were {fwept off by the Roman piles,
vigoroufly maintained their ground, without the leat fuf-
picion of flight, Camulogenus being prefent to encourage
them. Here the difpute was dubious; when the tribunes
of the feventh legion, underftanding how our right wing
was prefled, faced about, and attacked the enemy in the
rear, who even then did not attempt to fiy, but being fur-
rounded on all fides, were cut to pieces with their gene-
ral. The party which had been left behind, to guard Anothes
the paffage over-againft our camp, hearing the two armies Py ome
were engaged, advanced to affift their countrymen, and pce, ond
pofted themfelves on a hill ; but not being zble to fuftain meet with
the affault of our vitorious foldiers, joined the reft that tEh"' '
fled ; and thofe who found no fhelter from the woods and ™
mountains, were killed by our cavalry. After this {uccels
Labienus returned to Sens, where he had left the bag-
cage of his legions, and (rom thence, with all his forces,

marched to Caefar.

(4) Merto‘edum, wh'ch is not to be confounded wi-h Mdodunum, or Me-
lun, a8 fume authors have done. At § 3. the better Copice sead Melodunum,
and threughuut ditinguifh it (rom Metiofedum,

CHAP
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WAR IN
GAUL. CHAP XXVIII.

by pen)
Therevalted  03. THE rebels, encouraged by the revolt of the Au-
fiates endea- tunois, fent embafladors to follicit all the ftates round about
::’;;;‘i;’” to revolt; they made ufe of their intereft, morney, and
" authority to effect this defign, threatening thofe who ftood
. neuter, that their hoftages, whom Czfar had left at Neé-
The Auw- Vers, fhould fuffer for their obftinacy. T'he Autunois fent
nois contend deputies to Vercingetorix, defiring he would come to
withVercin- yhor  that they might confult together concerning the
getorixabout e
the fupreme MOt proper methods for carrying on the war; but the
management chief bufinefs, when he came thither, was to defire he
of affas, would refign his command to them. The difpute was fub-
and areover- | o : _ : .
ruled by ma- Mitted to the decifion of a general council of all the revolt-
jority of ed ftates, to be held at Autun ; great numbers flocked thi-
votes,which hor by the day appointed, the queftion was put to the vote
again chufe . . . . ’
him Gene- and Vercingetorix, by public confent, was aoain chofen
ralifimo.  general. T'he ftates of Rheims, Langre, and Treves were
not prefent at this council, the firft remaining faithful to
the people of Rome, and thofe of Treves, whofe country
lay at too great a diftance, were employed at home by the
Germans. The Autunois were not a little difturbed to find
themfelves thus ftripped of their fovereignty ; they lament-
ed the mighty change of their fortune, and began t¢ re-
gret the lofs of Celar’s favour: but having embarked
in the enterprize, there was no room for a retreat 3 where-
tore Eporedorix and Virdumarus, two hopeful young gen-
tlemen, were obliged, much againft their wills, to reccive
orders from Vercingetorix,
Vercinteto- 64, Invefted with this office, Vercingetorix com-
nxenfes  manded the confederates to fend him hoftages; and ap-
150cchorfe. : ,
pointed a day for a general rendezvous, at which time
they were to furnifh him with 15000 horfe; for he was
contented with the foot he had already, becaufe he did not
defign to try his fortune in an engagement ; but hoped to
intercept the Roman convoys, and cut off their foragers,
when he fhould be fo well furnithed with cavalry ; provid-
cd they would contentedly fubmit to lay their own country
walte, and fet firc to their buildings ; which damage would
foon be recompenfud by perpetual liberty and enjoyment of
empire.  Having difpatchied thefe orders, he commanded

the Autunois and thofe of Lyons *, which lay neareft the

o Se ulani, whofe tenit.vies Jikewife contaned 2! th: country of Fo-
Romun
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Roman province, to levy 10000 foot: thefe, with 800 war 1

cavalry, he committed to the charge of Eporedorix’s bro- gayg.
ther, whom he ordered to make war on (#) Dauphine and
Savoy, commanding likewife the people of (Gevaudan, and Sendsfeveral

. . . *o . parties a.
the neighbouring parts of Auvergne, to harrafs Vivarais 5 painf the

-as he did thofe of Roverge and Quercy, to make inroads Romap pro-

into Languedoc () : not omitting, at the fame time, under- vince, and
hand to folicit the people of Dauphine and Savoy (who, he Languedoc,
hoped, were not well fatisfied with their fubje@ion to-the
Romans) by fending their noblemen bribes, and promifing
the natives the fovereignty of the entire Roman province.

65. To oppofe this powerful confederacy, Cefar had
only provided twenty-two cohorts, which he caufed lieu-
tenant Lucius Ceefar to levy in the province. The people Cafar fevies
of Vivarais, who made themfelves the aggreflors, by at.- twenty-two
tacking their neighbours firft, after the lofs of feveral men, S
with C. Valerius Donaturus, fon of CTabarus, the princi- of v‘;vafais
pal man in their country, were obliged to quit the ficld, routed by
and retire within their walls. But the Dauphinois and Sa- tb¢ febelss
voyards, having difpofed feveral watches along the river
Rhofne, preferved themfelves by their extraordinary care
and diligence. Czfar underftanding that the enemy were
fo much fuperior to him in horfe, and had blocked up all the
paffages, to prevent his receiving fupplies from Italy,
or the Roman province ; fent to thofe ftates of Germany Czfar fends
crofs the Rhine, which he had formerly quieted, for ca- g’“‘-a‘-'alrr to
valry, and fuch light-arm’d foot as ufed to fight intermixt ~= 7'
amongft them : wpon their arrival, perceiving they were
but ill mounted (c) he took the horfes from the tribunes of

the foldiers, the Roman knights, and volunteers, to fur-
nifh them with.

CHAP XXIX.

66. IN the mean time the enemy’s forces from Au- Cwefir de-
vergne, and the cavalry, which all the confederates were fign? o
to furnith, met at the general rendezvous; and Cafar was o, 4, Fran-
marching towards Franchecompte, through the extreme checom:.
confines of Langre, when Veicingetorix, having notice of

reft.  Oitelius has miftaken this place, snd condemned Ptolemy without any
reafon.

(a) That is, the Allobropes on both fides the river Rholne.

(b) Read Volearum Aremoricum, not Volcarum ac Rhemorym, as fome
Editions, ‘The people of Rheims are not at a great diftunce lrum the places
here mentioned.

(¢) Scebefore, iv, ¢, 2,

M his
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WAR IN his defign, endeavoured to interrupt his journey ; and being;

GAUL arrived, after three days march, within ten miles of the

L~~~ Romans, he fent for the horfe-officers to council 3 ¢ And

Y 0t affured them the time for victory was now come, for Cafar
rix defigning ‘ . . .

wton his  Dad left Gaul, and was flying to his province ; which

ma ch, calls would certainly give them prefent liberty, but not fecure

2 couucil of them peace and quiet for the future ; fince the Romans did

" net defign to quit Gaul, but return with more forces to

carry on the war: wherefore that was the only time to at-

tack them, whilft they were upon their march ; for thould

their foot attempt to afift the horfe, it would of neceflity

put a ftop to their journey : but if every man fhould en-

dcavour to fhift for himfelf, which he thought more

likely, they would lofe both their baggage and honour to-

gether, For as for the cavalry, they might be affured not 2

man of them durft venture out of the body of the army: and

to firike the greater terrorinto the enemy, he would draw

all his forces out before the camp.” ‘T'he officers unani-

mofly defired, that each man fhould bind himfelf to per-

The Gauls form his duty by a folemn imprecation, ¢¢ Wifhing that he

fwear to ride . . .
ewice thro' IMIght never return again to his own houfe, that he fhould

the Roman  be difowned by his children, wife, and relations, if he did
srmy- not twice force his way through the Roman army.”

Vercingeto-  67. Their requeft being granted, every man took the

X o “:; oath; and Vercingetorix dividing his cavalry the next

engage the 81y into three parties, ordered one to attack our van, the

Romans,  other two werce to follow at a {mall diftance on cither fide,

On notice of their defign, Cefar likewife divided his

horfe into three parties, and commanded them to meet

h:f:;“ fight the enemy. Both fides being clofely engaged, Cefar or-

°7"  dered the main body of the army to halt, the baggage to

be reccived in among the legions, and where he per-

ceived his men to be overcharged, he immediately detached

others to their affiftance; which prevented the enemy’s

gaining ground, and encouraged our foldiers, who found

Th German themfelves fo carcfully relieved : but at laft the Germans

hor'e break  having gained a riftng ground, pour’d down with fuch fury

the Gaula 1560 the enemy that they routed, and purfued their left

Jef wing,

androut~ WIng as far the river, where Vercingetorix had pofted

tlﬂhl himfelf with the infantry ; which the reft of the Gauls
.. PL:::” perceiving, to prevent being furrounded, fled as their
flight. countryimen had done before them. ‘T'here was a dreadful

flaughier in all places ; three of the chief noblemen of

Autun were taken, and brought to Cfar ; Cotus, gcnei-
I

I
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ral of their horfe, who had lately difputed with Convi©to- AR IN
litanis about the magiftracy ; Cavarillus, who, after there- ¢ayrL.

volt of Litavicus, commanded their foot; and Eporedorix, \wm s
who was generaliffimo for the Autunois againft the Franche- Cotus, Ca-

comtois before Cefar’s arrival in GGaul. Ei:i';anfd
68. The enemy’s horfe being routed, Vercingetorix tiken Driloe
withdrew his forces, and immediately marched to Alife, a ners.

town of (a) Dufemois, commanding the baggage to fol- r: “ronpern-
low him ; Cefar leaving his, under a guard of two legions, ¢, Alife, |
purfued him as far as the day would permit, and having Alexia,
killed about 3000 cf the enemy’s rear, arrived the next

day at Alife. He took a view of the place, and having

daunted the enemy by the defeat of their horfe, in which

they moft confided, encouraged his men to draw a line of
circumvzllation about the town.

CHAP XXX

6g. ALISE was not to be taken without a formal The fitua-
fiege, becaufe it ftands on the fummit of a very high hill, Hone! Suaie
whofe bottom, on both fides, is watercd by two feveral
rivers : before the town is a valley, which extends about
three miles in length, but every part befides 1s furrounded
by mountains of an equal height, placed at a moderate m?;:e G“[“’.""
diftance from each other. Under the walls, on the fide of und: 1::};:;1:
the town towards the eaft, lay all the enemy’s forces en- walls of the
camped, who had fortified themfelves with a ditch, and a ;5% .
wall of ftones heaped up eight foot high : the Roman lines of cir:un:c

were eleven miles in circuit; their camp was in a conve- :H“ﬂtiun
nient place, where they had built three and twenty turrets ; yW7 by the
omans 1n-

in thefe centinels were placed to obferve the enemy’s mo- cluded el
tions by day, and in the night they were guarded by a con- ven mules;

tw.':r.'ty-

tinual watch and ftrong garrifons. thrce
) . towers
20. Whilft we were employed about our works, a fkir- pyii op .

milh happened on the plain (which we obferved extended A flirmin
three miles) between ours and the enemy’s horfe : Cefar 27 the tlun

before 1he

perceiving his party overpowered, fent the Germans o rwn be.
their afliftance, and drew the legions out before the camp, Euees che
Clvalry » ¢ ) m

to be in readinefs in cafe the enemy’s foot fhould make a 7" * "
fally : our men, encouraged to {ce the legions rcady to re-cq,

(a) Mandub'i, ‘This country lics in the diocefe of Langre, but has fume
dependence on that of Awtun, according to Sanfon, Diodorus {ayr, Alife was
bult by Fercules,

M 2 licve
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war IN lieve them, foon routed the enemy, who crowded fo clofe
cAUL. that they hinder’d each other’s retreat, and ftuck faft be-
e~ tween the gates of their camp : the Germans purfued them
to their fortifications, where they put great numbers of

them to the {word, and fome quitting their horfes, endea-

voured to crofs the ditch, and get over the wall : where-

upon Calar commanded the legions, which were drawn

out before the camp, to advance a little farther., Nor

Enh" (_'-":;"_1 were the enemy within the walls in lefs confufion than
arer b.ving thofe without ; believing we defigned to force their camp,
mace a meat they founded an alarm ; fome fled into the town for fafety,
ﬂi:ﬁt‘”;:] ~ and Vercingetorix was obliged to fhut the gates, left the

fidensbe  CAMP {hould be deferted. Aftera ercat {laughter, the Ger-
buaty. mans returned with a confiderable booty of horfes.

CHAP XXXI.

Vercingeto- 1. BEFORE our fortifications were compleat, Ver-
rx fends a- cingetorix thought fit to difmifs all his cavalry by
z:{l';’_;l_“fr_ night : he commanded them at their denarture, to return
ders them to to their feveral countries, and raife all the men that were
bring a'ong able to bear arms : he put them in mind of the {ervices he
:ﬁtthh:‘f:m had done them, and conjured them not to abandon him as
all 10 beor @ facrifice to the enemy’s rage, who had fo well merited
arms. of the publick liberty ; adding, that by computation he
found he had only corn left for thirty days, which, by
good hufbandry, might hold out a little longer ; but if
they were negligent in performing his commands, 80000
chofen men muit perifh with him. Having given them
thefe orders, he fent them out privately @about ten at night,
by the way wherc our works were not compleat, So foon
as thcy were gone, he commanded the town, uwpon pain
of death, to bringin all their corn, which he began to
meafure out very fparingly ; hediftributed to each of his fol-
diers the cattle, which had been fent in great numbers from
the people of Dufemois 3 and received all the forces which
were encamped under the walls into the town, defligning
there to expect relief from the confederates ; and thus he

refolved to manage the war.

<

Cvlu's 72. Ceefar having notice of his defigns from the pri-
:‘::“:‘ it foners and deferters, prepared thefe fortifications to difap -

Adicch  point him : Firft he cut a ditch twenty foot over with per-
twenty font pendicular {fides, as broad at the bottom as the top ; all

:::’;;:i';u'_ the other fortifications were 400 foot further off the town

bas fides. than
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than this ditch ; for he thought it neceflary to encompafs wap 1n
fo large a circuit of ground, that his works might noteafily a1,
be furrounded on' all {ides, nor furprifed in the night ; as "
likewife that the foldiers, who were employed about them,

might be beyond the reach of the enemy’s darts. Obferv-

ing this diftance, he drew two other ditches fifteen foot Two more
broad and deep, and filled up the innermoft, which lay in-ditches fif-
a marfhy ground, with water from the river, Behind L::{”::d
thefe he cut a trench, and caft up a rampier twelve foot decp, thein-
high, which he {urrounded with a breaft-work of pales and nermoiifilid
hurdles, fixed fharp forked ftakes into the bank, to prevent “‘;hra‘;f‘f:;
the enemy from approaching where the rampier and breaft- with a ’
work joined, and furrounded the whole with turrets at breaft-worls
eighty foot diftance from each other.

73. But perceiving our men, who were obliged to fo-
rage, and provide materials at the fame time for fo great a
work, were often cut off when they wander’d too far from
the camp ; and that the Gauls, fometimes making a vigo-
rous fally from feveral parts of the town together, attempt-
ed to force his lines, Cafar thought it neceflary to make
more additions to them, that they might be defended with
the fmaller number,

(a) Wherefore, having cut feveral trunks and ftrong  Cippis
arms of trees, he pointed and fharpened them at the top ; :
then finking feveral parallel ditches round the works five
foot in depth, he fixed in each thefe trees, which he faften’d
to each other at the bottom, that they might not ealily be
pulled out; and left their jagged branches ftanding fome-
what above the earth: there were five of thele rows fo in-
terwoven with each other, that it was impoffible for the

enemy, if they came that way, not to fall on them: thefe
the Romans called (4) Cippi.

(a) It appears, by what follows after, that thele Cippi were placed immes.:
dlately next to the innermoft ditch, which Cefar tells us had water in it,
as the Lilia and Stimuli were between thele and the great ditch twenty foot
broad, which was the fartheft towards the town.

() Some old editions read here Cappos, which Lipfius has converted into
Scapos, and I think not without reafon, though Voilius is very angry at him
for it : Cippi were pillars fometimes fet up in memory of the dead : but oft-
ner for land- marks, as thofe between the capitol and Flaminian way, which
had this infeription onit: ID. QVOD. INTR A, CI1PPOS, AD
CAMPVUM, VERSVS, SOLL EST, A, CAESARE, AV.
GVSTO.REDEMPTVM, PRIVATO,. PVBLICAV!T,
You may obferve in the following paragraph, Cxefar fays the Lilia were fo
cailed, from the likenefs their figure had to the Iilly ; now therefore fuppofing
thefe Cippi or Scapi to have been called fo upon the fame account (which is
but reafunable to imagine) the clofe branches of the treer, which were pte-

M 3 Before
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wAR IN  Beforc them obliquely i crder of Quincunx, were pits
cavLl. dug tree foot deep, (a) fomething narrower at the bottom
\—y~=v than the top ; into which were driven ftakes, about the
Litis, thicknefs of a man’s thigh, firii haidendd in the fire, and
fharpened at the end ; they were o fixt that no more
than four inches {tood above the outer iurtace of the earth g
one foot- was funk within the bottom of che piis ; the mouths
of which were covered with fmall twigzs and ociiers to de-
ceive the enemy; eichi feveral rows of this work were
made, at three foot diftance from each other, which they
called Lilia, from the likenefs they bore to that flower.
Before thefe likewife were placed another kind of works,
semeti.  Called Stimuli, which were poles with iron hooks at the
end of them: and thole they drove into the earth up to the
heads, all over the place, at a moderate diftance from one
another. |
74. Thele works compleated, encompafling another
{fpace of ground, as even as the nature of the place admit-
) ted, which extended fourteen miles in circuii, he made
g:fk:fs the very fame fortifications outwards ; that if any accident
n.de out- 3Hould require his abfence from the camp, it might eafily
waus.  hold out againft a confiderable number of the enemy’s
forces : and that his foldiers might run no more hazard in
foraging than was neceffary, he commanded both horfe and
foot to be furmifhed with thirty days provilions.

CHAP. XXXIL

the Gauls 75, WHILST thefe affairs were in agitation at Alife,
hold a ccun- the princes of (Gaul held a general council, where it was

cl[ ‘ . . .
o araers POt thought proper to comply with  Vercingetorix’s

forcacn  dedirey in tending all that were able to bear arms ; but re-
il;nr:: o fur- folved that each ftate thould furnifh a certain quota, left
pin 2 PP it fhould be impoflible to get provifions for fo confufed a

cu'ar quula

for the re-

licf of Alife, pared for this ufe, will much fooner claim kindred with Scapi or Scopi, the
buthy ftocks on which clufters of grapes grow, than with Cippi, pillats or
land marks, which were as often made of {tone as wood.

(a) Paalatim angufliore ad fummum faflizio, which monfieur D' Ablancoure
tranflates narrowes at the top, Un peu ctroites par le baune, But then what
will become of the likenefs this {ort of work fhould bave to the lilly ? Lip-
ftus thercfore wouid have this fummum be converted into imum, which Vof.
fius oppof~1; for there iano oncafiun toalter the text, fince ad funman ferchis,
may a3 well Genily to the bottom of the pit, as altum mare the deep fea.
On this occafion Voffius has juftly ridiculed Urfinug, for trifling about the
various readine of this place ; but, at the fame inflant, has thrown away
abve thrice the time, to confute Lipfius in a paint of as little importance ;
whom yet hie has not confuted, unlels waly Iina Summis mutare,

number
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number, whom the officers could not poflibly know, or
govern by military difcipline : wherefore thofe of Autun
with their vaflals, the (a) Segufiani, Ambivarett, Aulerci,
Brannovices (or Brannovii) were ordered to furnifh 35000 :
thofe of Auvergne, with the free people cf Quercy, Ge-
vaudan, and Velais, who were formerly vafials to the coun-
try of Auvergne, the like number : Sens, Franchecomte,
(4) Berry, Xantonge, Roverge, and Chartres, each 12000:
Beauvois and Limofin, each 1c0co: Poiftou, Turenne,
Paris, (¢) Viverais, and Soifons, each 8ooo: Amiens,
Metz, Perigort, Hainault, Terolienne, and Agen, 5000
each : Maine as many: Arras 4000: Vexen, Leifeux,
Eureux, and Liege, each 3000: Bafle and Bourbonne
30000 : Bretagne, Normandy, and the other maritime
countries, as thofe of Cornoualle, Auranches, Rhcaes,
Caux, Landreguet, Lemovices, Vannes, and Coutance,
together, 6000: but the people of Beauvois refufed to fur-
nith the quota which was aflefled them, faying, They
would wage an independent war themfelves, for they
fcorned to be commanded by any one ; tili out of refpect
to Comius they complied fo far as to fend 2000.

76. This Comius (as we have already taken notice)
had been very ferviceable to Cafar in his Englifh expedi-
tion, who in return exempted his country from paying
tribute, reftored to it the ufe of its ancient laws and cu~
ftoms, and gave him the country of Teroilienne for his
loyalty ; but fo great was the univerfal defire of the Gauls,
at this inftant, to recover their priftine liberty and honour,
that neither friendfhip nor gratitude were fufficient to dif-
fuade any one from embarking in the publick caule, for
the promotion whereof no man fpared either money or la-
bour. Having raifed 8ooo horfe, and 240c00 foot, they
reviewed them in Autun, where they chofe the general
officers, the chief of which were Comius of Arras, Virdu-
marus and Eporedorix of Autun, and Vergafilaunus
of Auvergne, coufin-german to Vercingetorix; to
thefe were added other officers, who were to aflift at coun-

(a) The Segufiani we have already expliined to be the Lianois 3 Ambiva-
reti or Ambivriti, Sanfon places at Nevers; but who thete Auicral were,
can hardly be imagined § 'tis certain, they cannut be the Aulevel mentioned
before, becaufe of the diftance of place ; nor could any budy ever yet deters
mine, who the Brannoviges of Brannovii were.

(b ) Or rather the diocele of Bourges, which contains Lerry, past of Lur.
gundy and Touraine. o

(<) 1 have rendered this Viverais, according to Vofling’s apinion, who [y
the text fhould not, be EleutherijSueflunes, but Helveii, Su-flunez, two dif-
ferent flates ; but what could make monl, D'Ablancourt nuftake Suttlunes
for the Swifs, 1 cannot conceive,
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war 1x Cils of war, chofen out of every country. - Thus chearful,

GaulL. andbig with expeflation, they fet forward to Alite, each

‘o~ Mun perfuading himfelf that the Romans would not have

Much  the courage to face fo great an army, efpecially when fub-

ful of hops je&t to a double attack, on one hand by frequent fallies

fo Alife. from the town; and on the other from numbers of hoife
and foot without,

CHAP XXXIII

Thebefieg'd 77- IN the mean time the befieged at Alife, having
hold a coun- confumed all their provifions, the day being pafled which
clof war.  was appointed for the return of their friends, and being
wholly ignorant of what was doing in Autun, fum-
moned a council to determine what methods they fhould
take in that extremity : feveral opinions were propofed,
fome were for {urrendering, and others were for breaking
through the enemy, whilft their ftrength would permit. A-
mongft the reft I muft not omit a fpeech remarkable for
its extraordinary and inhuman cruelty, which was made
by Crotognatus, a nobleman of Auvergne, whofe au-
thority was equal to his birth, < I fhall not, fays he,
trouble myfelf with their opinion, who colour ignoble fer-
vitude with the gentle name of furrender; men unworthy
to be accounted citizens, much more to fit in this auguit
aflembly : rather let me join with thofe who talk of fallies,
in whofe advice, you all agree, remains of ancient Gallic
virtue appear. Yet I muft tell you, what you miftake
for courage, isonly the effett of that effeminacy, which
knows not how to fuffer want ; for many of their own ac-
cord have welcomed death, whofe patience would not have
fupported them under pain: however, for my part, I
thould readily fubmit to their opinion, if our lives only de-
pended on the event of this affair: for I always had a par-
ticular yegard for honour : but the whole kingdom of Gaul,
which we have engaged in our quarrel, muft receive its
defliny from our refolves. Should fourfcore thoufand
men be flain in this place, what courage, think you,
could their friends and relations have, to engage the cne-
my almoft upon their carcafles? Far be it from us, there-
fore, to ruin thofe who have chearfully embraced all dan-
ers for our prefervation ; let not our ‘rafhnefs or imbecil-

ity of mind undo our native country, and plunge it into
perpetual bondage.  Why fhould we defpair of the faith
and conftancy of our allies, becaufe they have not been
punctual to their day ? Surely it fhould not be taken for
all

Contrgnatus
'E!IS chth .
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an argument of the Romans courage, that they daily en- wAr ix
large their outward works ; if therefore they have inter- cauL.
cepted our couriers, ftill let the approach of our friends be ‘s
attefted by their altions who fhew their apprehenfions by la-

bouring both day and night to compleat their fortifications.

If you would follow my advice, let us imitate the exampls

of our anceftors, who in that far more dangerous war,

with the Cimbers and Teutons, being fhut up within

their towns, and reduced to the fame neceflity, rather than
furrender, {uftained themfelves by the bodies of thofe, whofe

age had made them unferviceable for war: and if anti-

quity had not furnithed us with fo glorious a precedent to

follow, we ought to have made one ourfelves, for the fake

of our publick liberty, and the inftrution of pofterity.

Gaul never was engaged in a more dangerous war, never

laboured under greater extremities, than when fhe was
harrafled by thefe Cimbers ; yet at length they quitted their

country, and marched to another, leaving us our land, our

cuftoms, laws, and liberties intire. What, I would afk,

brought the Romans hither, but the defire of f{ubduing

a renown’d and warlike people, of poflefling their coun-

try, and making them perpetual flaves: for they never

yet made war upon any other account. If you are
ignorant of their tranfactions in remoter countries, caft

your eyes upon Gaul, within your own neighbourhood,

reduced, as it is, to a provinee, deprived of its laws

and cuftoms, and receiving new oncs from the rods

and axe, thofe badges of eternal {lavery.”

. 78. The matter being put to the vote, it was firft Theyrefolve
refolved that the fick and aged fhould quit the town, (o expel the
and that all other methods fhould be tried, before thofe pro- ;:f_.‘ ;?dt;id
pounded by Crotognatus; whofe advice, however, they towns.
defigned to put in praclice, rather than fubmit to a treaty

or furrender. Thus the natives of Dufemois, who had

received them into Alife, were expelled their own city, to-

gether with their wives and children, who approaching

the Roman lines, with tears in their eyes, moft humbly

begged to be received as {laves, and faved from perifhing by

famine : but Celar, having difpofed a guard all about the

works, refufed them entrance,

CHAP XXXIV.

~g. IN the mean while Comius, and the other gene- The confe-

' . ‘ _ . ‘ derates ar-
ral officers, with all their forces, were arrived at Al;ltl‘;?& riveat Alife,
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war IN and hadlodged themfelves upon a hill, not above 500 paces

cAvuL. from our works. The day after, drawing out all their

Gyt cavalry, they filled the valley, which as we have already

faid, extended three miles in length; and ranged their in-

fantry, not far from the fame place, upon the rifing ground.

Alife commanded a view of all the country round; the

Thebefieg’d Defieged foon difcovered their allies ; they ran with joy to

perceiving congratulate each other on their arrival, and drawing out

they are 4] their forces before the town, began to fill up the firft

“ove s ditch with mould and fafcines, and prepare all other mate-

fally. rials for a vigoraus fally.

Cxfarorders 86 Cefar having difpofed his army on both fides the

::Efﬁ?:alz works, that every foldier might know, and be ready to

won the  maintain his particular poft, commanded the cavalry to

enemy.  fally out upon the enemy. From thofe parts of the camp

which lay upon the higher ground, might eafily be feen

what was done in the field: and all the infantry was

wholly intent on the fuccefs of the engagement. The

Gauls had intermixed {fmall numbers of light-armed foot

and archers among their horfe, to affift them, and fuftain

the attack of our troops; who wounded feveral of our ca-

valry unawares, and obliged them to quit the battle:

whereupon the Gauls, believing f{uccefs inclined to their

fide, becaufe our men were opprefled by their numbers,

encouraged each other by a joyful fhout, which was re-

turned by the befieged : 'T'he place where the confli&t was,

lay open to the view of both armies; neither noble nor

cowardly ations could be concealed ; and the defire of

applaufe, or fear of ignominy, fpurred on each fide to do

. Ger. their utmoft. Victory had now continued dubious from

mans charge nnoon till almoft fun-fet, when the Germans in clofe united

the enemy, ranks made a furious charge upon the enemy, put them

:Ei:’“t to flight, furrounded their archers and cut them to pieces ;

' our men purfued the Gauls fo clofe, that they gave them

no leifure to rally, till they were arrived at their camp;

upon which thofe who had come out of the town, returned
melancholy into it again, in defpair of victory,

The Gauls . 81. After this difappointment the Gauls aJlowed them-

;“Emgt o {elves one day’s refpite, during which time they prepared

or e veq great plenty of fafcines, fealing-ladders, and iron hooks;

fccond time  then leaving their camp about midnight, with great filence,

but in vain. they came to our outward works, 5o foon as they were

arrived there, fetting up a fhout, to give their allies in the

town notice of their approach, they began to fill up the

ditches with their fafcines, to diflodge our men from the
rampies
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rampier with flings, ftones, and arrows, and to apply all war 1w
other things neceflary for a ftorm: Vercingetorix, hearing sayy.
their fummons, founded an alarm, and led all his forces \ __
out of the town. QOur men, who had their feveral pofts
allotted them, repaired to the fortifications, and plyed
the enemy clofe with their {lings, darts, bullets, and en-
gines : it was very dark, and many were wounded on both
fides; but M. Anthony and C. Trebonius took care
to draw out parties from the farther caftles, to relieve the
{oldiers under their command, who were the moft preffed
by the enemy.
82. Whilft the Gauls were at the greateft diftance from
the works, they did more execution with their darts than
when they came nearer 3 for then they run themfelves un-
awares upon the Stimuli, fell into the Lilies, and were
wounded with the {pikes, or were killed by the piles that
were calt from the rampier and turrets. Many wounds
had been received on both fides, and no part of our fortifi-
cations forced, when day-light appearing, the Gauls were
apprchenfive they fhould be flanked by a fally from the
higher ground, and therefore retreated, but the befieged
had fpent all this time in filling up the firft ditch, and were
informed of the retreat of their allies, before they could
come near the works themfelves, therefore returned again
to the town without effecting any thing,

CHAP XXXV,

83. THUS twice repulfed with lofs, the Gauls began The Gauls
to confult what methods they fhould take ; and having ad- confultabout
vifed with thofe that knew the ground, from them they :;J,fd a
were informed of the nature of our works, the fituation of
our higher camp, and learnt that on the north fide of Alife
lay fo large a hill, that the Romans could not encompafs it
within their works, but were obliged to take up their quar-
ters there upon an uneven ground; that this place was
guarded by the licutenants C. Antiftius Rheginus, and
C. Caninius Rebilus, with two legions: whereupon
having fent out their fcouts for further knowledge of the
place, their general drew out §5000 chofen men, from
amongft thole {tates that are cfteemed the moft warlike,
and privately forming their defign, appointed the time
for the affault about noon. Vergafillaunus of Auvergne
(Vercingetorix’s relation) onec of the four principal com-
manders, who had the charge of this party, leaving

the
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WAR IN the camp about nine o’clock in the evening, finithed
GAUL. his journey before day; and pofting his troops behind a
b~/ hill,-unfeen by the enemy, ordered the foldiers to refrefh
]::::E‘Ti;h themf{elves after their march. When roon approached he
sscoo cho- WeNt to Rheginus’s quarters; at the fame inftant the ene
fen men goes my’s cavalry approached our works, and the reft of the
oattack  army thewed themfelves drawn up in order of battle before

sortens.  their camp.

TheGauls  84. Which Vercingetorix beholding from the tower
withinand - of Alife, fallied out of the town, carrying along with him
without at .
the ame 2 great many fafcines, long poles, penthoufes, hooks, and
time affault fuch other inftruments, he had prepared for that purpofe.
::“‘-' ﬁ“mﬂ The difpute was maintained on every fide at once, for the

o, Gauls Jeft nothing unattempted to accomplifh their defire,

flill flocking to thofe parts of the works which appeared to
be weakeft. The Roman forces were obliged to divide
themf{elves into {everal parties, nor would the fmallnefs of
their number eafily permit them to be prefent in all places
at once : the noife raifed behind them infufed no fmall ter-
ror in them, fince they faw their fafety depended on the
courage of others; for all people are moft apprehenfive of
dangers which are but approaching.

cefirre.  05. Ceafar having pofted himfelf in a convenient place,
leves his  from whence he might defcry what was done in all parts,
men, and  detached freth fupplies to fuftain thofe that were over-
EoouEes charged, and encouraged the whole army, telling them,
fight. that was the only time to give proofs of their virtue, for

if the Gauls were not able to force their lines, they would
certainly defpair of fuccefs, and the Romans might expett
an end of their labours. The chief ftrefs of the battle lay
at the higher fortifications, where Vergafillaunus was en-
gaged ; which, though a very fmall place, was of great
importance, becaufe of its declivity. Some of the enemy’s
forces were employed in throwing darts, whilft others, caft-
ing themfelves into a teftudo, approached the works, frefi
men ftill relieving the weary. They had foon thrown up
a mount, which did not only furnith them with. an afcent,
but covered and entirely defeated the ufe of thofe works
the Romans had made in the ground. In fine, our men
had been fo long employed, that they had neither ftrength
nor weapons left.

Labienusde- 86, Wherefore Cafar fent Labienus with fix cohorts

::f,';fi}i{;" to their affiftance, commanding him, if he found him-

tiftius, f{cIf unable to maintain the works, to fally out upon the

enemy, but not otherwife. He himfel went in perfon to
1 encourage
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encourage the reft of the army, afluring them, that upon WAR 1x
that hour’s fuccefs depended the reward of all their former GavuL,
toils. The befieged having already in vain attempted the ‘e =
lower fortifications, were refolved to try their fortunes in "o befirged
the higher and uneven ground; thither therefore they jicomn: the
brought all the inftruments they had got ready, drove our higher
men by fhowers of darts from the turrets, levelled the way Werks. -
with fafcines, raifed a mount, and from thence began to

break down the rampier and breaft-works.,

87. So foon as Cafar had notice of their effort, he Czfr fends
firft detached young Brutus with {ix cohorts to maintain Brutus and
the place; after him lieutenant Fabius with féven mare, 22';;‘:;;"%
and at laft, when the difpute grew very warm, went thi- place; comes
ther himfelf in perfon with another fupply : Having renewed thither him-
the fight with frefh vigour, and repulfed the enemy, he {}'-l;; encmy
marched to the place whither he had fent Labienus with repuifed.
four cohorts, which he drew out of the next turrets, com-
manding one party of horfe to follow him, and another
to take a circuit round about the outward works, and at-
tack the enemy in the rear. In the mean time L.abienus,
finding neither ditches nor the rampier were fufficient to
defend him againft the enemy’s affault, had drawn out
thirty-nine cohorts from the neareft quarters thereabouts
and fent Cefar word what he thought neceflary to be
done ; upon which he made what hafte he could to be
prefent at the engagement.

88. His arrival was foon perceived by the colour of his Cefur
garmients, which he ufed to wear in battle, and the troops E’;:“bi“"r“?d
of horfe and cohorts which he had ordered to follow him i, :,Tt"z;:;
being difcovered from the higher ground, the fight began. Vergafilau-
They fet up a fhout on both fides, which was returned nue's pasty.
from the rampicr, and all the fortifications round: the
Romans having caft their piles, fell immediately upon the
enemy {word in hand : the cavalry which were fent about, gyt him.
foon fhewed themfelves in the enemy’s rear, more cohorts Secdulius of
came up to our affiftance, and the Gauls were routed : ‘Il‘if"“r'“
Our horfe purfued and flew great numbers of them, a- J;?é,ﬁgm_
mongft the reft Sedulius, prince and gentral of Limofin; nus taken
Vergafilaunus was taken prifoner, feventy-four {tandards prifoner.

The befieg’d
were brought to Czefar, and very few of the 55000 ef~ o 'this de.

caped. he beficged, beholding with defpair the rout feac redire
and flaughter which was made amongft their allies, retreat- "““r‘__:"‘_’ 4
ed from the works. On the news of this bad fucce(s, all ;1 cluls
the Gauls deferted their camp, and had not our foldicrs withour de-
been fatigued by perpetual labour, and rclieving each other, frt theis

their “7F
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wARr IN their whole army might eafily have been cut to pieces
cauL. however, about midnight Czfar detached the cavalry tc

‘=’ purfue them, who falling in with their rear, took many

'Vercingf-ro-
71X Ccalis @
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council,
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prifoners, and flew great numbers, but the reft efcaped tq
their feveral countries,

CHAP XXXVI.
89. T HE day after, Vercingetorix having fummon-

ed a general council, reminded the befieged, ¢ That he
had not undertaken that war for his own private intereft,
but for the fake of the publick liberty ; however, fince the
power of fortune was not be refifted, he would freely fub-
mit himfelf to be facrihced for an atonement to the
Romans, and be given to them, as it fhould be thought
proper, either dead or alive.” Upon which they fent em-
bafladors to know Czfar’s pleafure, who ordered them
to {urrender their arms, and deliver up their noblemen.
They obeyed his commands, bringing Vercingetorix
amongft the reft. Cafar, fitting inthe fortifications be-
fore the camp, diftributed the prifoners among his foldiers
for a booty, exceptingonly the natives of Autun and Au-
vergne, hoping by their means to recover the other ftates.

go. 'This affair thusended, he marched diretly to Au-
tun : on his arrival the country fubmitted, and thofe of
Auvergne did the like by their embafladors : he demanded
a confiderable number of hoftages from them both, and
returned them about 20000 captives; then fent his legions
into winter-quarters. Labienus, with two legions and
the horfe, he fent to Franchecomte, joining M. Sempro-
nius Rutilius with him for an affiltant: C. Fabius and
L. Minutius Balilus, with two other legions, he placed at
Rheims, to prevent any infurretion at Beauvois: C.
Antiftius Rheginus he detached to the country of Nevers;
T'. Sextius to Berry ; and C. Caninius Rebilus to Rou-
verge ; each with a fingle legion; Q. Tullius -Cicero and
P. Sulpicius he detached to Chalon and Mafcon, upon the
river Soan, in the country of Autun, to take care for pro-
vifions ; quartering bimfelf at the capital of the fame ftate.
So foon as the fenate was informed by advice from Cafar of
this fummer’s campaign, a publick thankfgiving was decreed
of twenty days continuance,

A SUP.



