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COMMENTARY

OF HIS

WAR IN GAUL.

THE SIXTH BO OK.

e ™

Czfar having reduced the Hainaultois, and re-
ceived fubmiffion of thofe of Sensand Chartres,
defeats the people of Gueldres. ILabienus has
the like fuccefs in Treves. Cafar makes a fe-
cond expedition into Germany. The Sicambri
attack his camp; which he defends with fome
lofs ; and having laid wafte the country of Liege,
turns to Italy.

CHAP L

WAR IN CJESA R having many reafons to expect farther commo-
GAUL. tions in (Gaul, commanded his lieutenants, M. Silanus,
‘—~— C. Antiftius Rheginus, and T. Sextius, to raife recruits ;
Cwfar lvies and writ to Cn. Pompey, then proconful, defiring him,
new forces, f; he affa: : :
fends to ince the affairs at Rome were fuch as neceffarily detained
Pempey for  him there, that he would lift again the difbanded legions,
mose. which he levied in Lombardy when conful, and fend them
to him : for he thought it of great importance to his future
affairs, that the Gauls thould perceive Italy was fo power-
ful, that fhe was not only able immediately to repair any

damage fhe reccived, but even to fend more recruits than

{he
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{he loft. Pompey moved by the public advantage, and the war 1
iricndfhip he bore Cafar, readily complied with his de- GavuLr.
mands, and before the winter expired, fent him three lg- ‘s
oions. Thus having doubled the number of the cohorts

which were loft with Q_ Titurius, he thewed the Gauls

by his forces and difpatch, what might be expeéted from

the riches and difcipline of the Roman people.

CHAP V.
2. AFTER the death of Indutiomarus, the people of The peep'e

Treves conferred the kingdom on his next relations, who 9 Treves
end to Ger-

loft no time in perfuading the neighbouring Germans, by many again
promifes of money, to undertake their afliftance ; but find- fur aififtance
ing their endeavours vain, their made their application to "‘::‘d obrain
thofe that lived farther from them. At length they gain-
ed over fome provinces to make a league with them, upon
delivery of hoftages, as a fecurity of the pay they were to
deceive for their fervices ; and the next Step they took was
to enter into an alliance with Ambiorix, Cafar being in-
formed of thefe proceedings, and perceiving what prepara-~
tions were carrying on for war on all fides ; that the people
of Hainault, Namur, Gueldres, and Germans crofs the
Rhine were already up in arms ; that the natives of
Sens, inftead of appearing according to his orders, were in
confultation with thofe of Chartres; and that the Germans
were follicited by daily embaflies from the people of Treves
to come into Gaul; he thought it neceffary to prepare for
war earlier than ufual,

3. Wherefore before the winter was over, havingdrawn C:farman

. . : ches into

out the four legions which lay next his quarters, he made ;...
fo fudden and unexpc&ted a march into Hainault, that be- '
fure the natives could either rally their forces to oppofe
him, or fave them'clves by flight, he had taken great num-
bers of cattle and prifoners ; the plunder he gave to his
foldiers, and having laid the country walte, obliged the
people to fubmit, and deliver hoftages for their future fide- which fub-
lity, This affair being thus expeditioufly terminated, he ™*

fent his legions back into their winter-quarters.

CHAP
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CHAP I

warR 18 3. HE had before appointcd the ftates of Gaul to affem-
GAUL. Dble at the beginning of the {pring ; but the people of Sens,
ey~ Chartres, and [reves did not make their appearance there
which Cafar efteeming as a revolt, and declaration of war,
Cafar tran- for the quicker difpatch adjourned the diet to Paris, which
f:"l';:{’: et b rders on the country of Sens, and was within the me-
" mory of man united with it, yet not fufpected to be con-
cerned in the rebellion ;3 wherefore having from his tribunal
pronounced the tranflation of the diet to that place, he be-
Marches to gan his journey the {ame day towards Sens, and arrived
S¢ns 3 there in a fhort time by long marches.

4. Acco, the chief author of that rebellion, having no-
tice of Cafar’s approach, commanded the people to re-
tire into their towns; but the execution of his orders was

They fub- prevented by Ceefar’s difpatch. Wherefore finding it in
mit, and are yain to refift, they fent embafladors to beg pardon for
f,::df;tﬁfr_ what they had done, and prevailed with the faithful Au-
fion of the tunois to intercede for them: Cafar, at fuch a mediation,
Autonois.  accepted of their excufe, knowing well, that when fum-
mer was approaching, it was 1 feafon for aftion, not of
examining delinquents : wherefore having demanded an
hundred hoftages, he committed them to the cuftody of
the Autunois. Thofe of Chartres did the like, and by
Thole of the interceflion of the people of Rheims, whofe tributa-
Chartres do F1CS they were, on delivery of hoftages obtained the fame
the like, and favour. After this he returned to the diet, and com-

the people  manded each province to furnifh him with their ufual quota
of Rheims

srocure theis O cavalry.
pardon,

CHAP IV,

5. HAVING quieted this part of Gaul, Czfar em-
ployed all his thoughts upon the war with Treves and Am-
biorix; wherefore to prevent any new commotions in
Sens, which might arife either from Cavarinus’s defire of
revenge, or the people’s ancient malice, he commanded
hirln to go along with him, at the head of his country’s ca-
valry.

And having thus fettled thefe affairs, becaufc they was al-
fured Ambiorix would not give him battle, he began to
provide again{t all his defigns.  Gueldres joins to the con-
fines of Licge, is fortified with plenty of woods and marfhes

on
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on every fide, and this was the only province of Gaul that war 1y
bad not fent emballadors to Ciefar, to defire a peace; cavg.
he was hikewife informed that they entertained Ambio- oo mans
rix, and by the infligation of the people of Treves had
entered into an alliance with the Germans @ but thinking
it the wifeft way, firft to deprive Ambiorix of thefe af-
hltances, before he attacked him, that he might not have
an opportunity of retiring to Guelders, or joining the Ger-
mans crofs the Rhine; he fent the baggage of his whole

army before, under convoy of two legions, to Labienus,
who was then in the confines of Treves, himfelf march- Czac tmqe.
ing in the mean time with the other five againft the ches with

) . . five Eginn
people of Guelders ; who, relying on the natural fortifica- it Cuel.

tions of their country, had raifed no forces, but upon his des.
arrival conveyed themfelves and their effects into the woods
and marthes.

6. Wherefore Cefar, dividing all his forces in three
battalions, committed one to the care of lieutenant C. Fa-
bius, another to M. Craflus the pay-mafter, and having
with great expedition finifhed his bridges, attacked them
in three places at once, and fet fire to their towns and
buildings ; he obtained a confiderable booty of cattle and
prifoners, which obliged the rebels to fend embafladors to
{fue for peace: Cazfar, on delivery of hoftages, accept- Thatpro-
ed their {ubmiffion, telling them he fhould efteem them 7° Lt
his enemies, if they received Ambiorix into their coun-
try, or any deputies from him. This affair difpatched,
he left Comius of Arras there, with a party of horfe, to
keep the country in obedience, and marched himfelf to-

wards Treves.

CHAP. YV,

7. WHILST Cezfar was thus employed, the people The pec;:,

of Treves, having levied a confiderable number of horfe of Tr;m
marchto be.

and foot, were marching to bcliege labienus with his Z37

fingle legion, which was quartered in their confines, and e

were already arrived within two days march of his camp,

when they had intelligence that he had received two le-

gions from Cafar: whercfore they encamped themfelves

about fifteen miles diftant from the Romans, defigning to

expe@t the arrival of their German auxiliaries.  Labic.

nus, underftanding their refolution, left only five cohorts

to fecure the baggage, marching towards the enemy

with the other twenty-five, and a confiderable nuIT-
4

2
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waRr N ber of horfe; for he hoped their rathoefs might afford him
. GAUL. anopportunity to engage themy and therefore encamped

=~/ Within a2 mile of the place where the Gauls were Jodged.
Between Lubienus and the Gauls ran a river, which
was difficult to ford, becaufe the banks were very rough
and fteep ; wherelfore he believed the cnemy no more de-
fizned to pafs it than bhimfelf. The Gauls were daily in
expeltation of frefh fupplies, for which reafon he declared
in open council, ¢¢ Since the Germans were {o near, he
would neither venture the lofs of his perfon nor army, but
decamp the next morning early.” ’Twas not very long
e’cr the enemy had notice of what paffed in council; for
having fo many Gauls in our army, it was natural for
them to favour their countrymen : but Labienus at mid-
night called a council of the tribunes, and firlt centuri-
ons, whom he acquainted with his defign; and that the
enemy might be more ftrangly confirmed in their opinion
of the fear the Romans were in, he commanded the fol-
diers to remove with more noife and confufion than ufual,
as if they were flying rather than decamping ; which the
enemy, not lying far off, were informed of by their fcouts
before break of day.

8. Our rear had hardly left their trenches, before the
Gauls began to encourage each other to the purfuit ; faying,
‘¢ So happy an opportunity was nat to be omitted ; that
the Romans being in fo great confufion, it were folly to
ftay in expedlation of the (Germans; nor was it fuitable to
the honour of their country, to permit fo fmall a party,
2lrcady put to flight, and encumbered by their bawgage,
to efcape without daring to attack them.”  Wherefore
they refolved to pafs the river, and engage thc Romans,
notwithftanding the difadvantage of the ground. Labie-
nus imagining this would be the cfteét of his retreat, to
carry on the artifice, marched flowly on till he had enti-
ced them all crofs the river; his baggage, which he hud
fent away before, he ordered to be placed upon a little
hill 5 then turning to his foldiers, he faid, ¢ Fortune has
blefled you with the opportunity you have fo long defired ;
you have now drawn the cnemy into a difadvantageous
place; let me thercfore defire you to behave yourielves
with the fame courage under command, as you have
done formerly when led by your general 5 belicve him to
be prefent, that he beholds, and will reward your vir-
tue.” © Then commanding them to face about, he drew

up the lezions in order of battle, and having detached a
{mall
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(mall party of horfe for a guard to his carriages, difpofed the wAR 1N
reft in the two wings of his army. Our men, fetting up GAUL.

a fhout, immediately caft their piles at the enemy, who ‘wem
were fo furprized to fee the Romans, who they fancied but He engages,
the moment before had fled, now come with their eagles

advanced to attack them, that they had not the courage to

fuftain the firft onfet, but fled for fafety to the neighbour- and ceveats
inc woods. Labienus purfued with his cavalry, flew the peopis
ereat numbers of them, took as many prifoners, and in a '
few days after fubdued the whole country; for the Ger- Whereupoa
mans, who were marching to their affiftance, having no- the Ger-
tice of this defeat, returned home again, taking Indu- f,:ij;:::ﬁ_
tiomarus’s kinfmen along with them, who having beening to thei:
the occafion of this revolt, were forced to fly their coun- 2fiftancs,
tiy; and Cingetorix, who had always given proofs ™"

of his fidelity to the Romans, was conftituted king of

Treves.

CHAP VL

g. CASAR, having left Guelders, was now arrived ?T"‘“ re-
in I'reves, where he refolved to pafs the Rhine, to chaf- iﬁt‘;"c':;“
tife the Germans for having fent fupplies to the people of many.

that country, and prevent Ambiorix’s being prt::vtf:c‘:hzdh.‘g"‘ﬁ3 y
amongft them: for thefe reafons he began to build a bridge (), ﬁch‘i:;?:
a little above the place where he had crofled the river be- snd marcice
fore, which was contrived after the fame manner as the ©er &
former, and compleated in a few days by the conftant in-
duftry of the foldiers. Having left a itrong garrifon on
the other fide the bridge, to fupprefs.all infurreCtions in
Treves, he croffed the river with the reft of his army : fo
{oon as he arrived in Germany, the Ubii, who had former- Tpe Ui
ly delivered hoftages, and were received into the protec- fend embaf
tion of the Romans, fent embafladors to inform him, that ﬁ;’m"'“ o
they had given no affiftance to Treves, nor done any
thing to forfeit their fidelity : but if he required it, they were
ready to fend more hoftages; wherefore they humbly be-
fought him, that he would diftinguith them from the relt
of the Germans, and not punifh the innocent with the
guilty : Crefar, upon further examination, found the Ubii
were not concerned in the revolt, and that the fupplies
were fent by the Suabians ; wherefore he enquired which
were the readieft accefles to their country.

10. Some few days after he was informed by the Ubii, He marches

that the Suabians had drawn wp all their forces in one ;f,;fﬁ,:,':"

place,
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wAR IN place, from whence they fent orders to their tributaries,

GAUL. fo furnifh them with fupplies of horfe and foot; where-

L~/ upon having chole a convenient {ituation to encamp in, he
ordercd the Ubii to drive all their cattle out cf the fields
into their towns ; hoping, that fo barbarous and unexpe-
rienced an enemy, being ftreigthened for want of provi-
fions, might eafily be drawn to engage in a place of dif-
advantage ; commanding them, in tire mean while, to
fend frequent fcouts into Suabia, to difcover the enemy’s
motions: They obeyed his orders, and foon informed him,
" that the Suabians, upon notice of his arrival, had retired
to a prodigious foreft, called Bacenis, at the extremity
of their confines, which ferved for a mutual frontier be-
tween them and the Cherufci, where they defigned to at-
tend the Roman army.

CHAP. VIL

11. AS we are come to this place, it may not be im-
pertinent to give an account of the cuftoms of Gaul and
Germany, and the different factions that reign amongft

The coftom them :” The Gauls are {o addicted to faCtion, that they have
of theGauls. not only divifions among their {everal provinces, cantons,
and diftri€ts, but even in every family ; the heads of thefe
parties are perfons of greateft intereft among them, to whofe
judgment and command they {ubmit the direCtion of all
their affairs. This cuftom fecms to have been inftituted
by antiquity, to the intent that the moft obfcure perfon
in the commonwealth might be able to contend with his
richer adverfury; for each of thefe heads is obliged to pro-
tect his party, otherwife he would foon be ftripped of his
authority. The fame cuftom is obferved throughout the
whole continent of Gaul, which is diviced into two
factions.
what pof-  12- On Czfar’s firlt arrival in the country, thole of
eure the af- Autun were the chief of one, the Franchecomtois of the
fairs of Gaul pther party; but finding themfelves no equal match for
bert 1y ar- the Autunois (who from all antiquity bore the greateft
eval, fway in Gaul, and had many tributary ftates dependent on
themn) pray’d affiftance of Arioviftus and the Ger-
mans; whom by confiderable prefents, and preat pro-
mifes, they drew crofs the Rhinc to their aid, ~ After the
arrival of their new allies, having fought many fuccefsful
battles, the fcales were o turned, that thofe of Franches
comtc made themfelves mafters of feveral fiefs belonging

{O
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to the Autunois, obliged them to fend the fons of their wAr i1W
nobility for hoftages, to take an oath of allegiance to them; cavr.
ufurped part of their territorics, and foon obtained the \ussmued .
fovereignty of the whole continent. Wheréupon Divitia-

cus took a journey to Rome; to iifiplore afliftance fromi

the feriate, which He could not obtain: but én Cafar’s ar4

rival the pofture of affairs was changed again; for the Au-

tunois tecovered their hoftages, their fiefs, and, by Caefar’s

favoitr, acquired more tributaries than they had befores

fot fuch as put tHemfelves under their protetion were bet-

ter ufed, antd met with more juftice, than when they weré
dependants on thé Franchecomtois ; whereby their power

and tepitationt wete foon {fo much encréafed, that their ris

vals were firipped of their fovereignty. ‘Thofeof Franche-

comte being thus deprefled, the pedple of Rheims, who

were favoured likewife by Cafir, fucceeded to their autho-

tity ; for théy, whofe ancient enmity would not permit

them to be vaflals to the Aatunois, became clients to thofe

of Rheims; who carefully protelted them; by which

means the immédiatekr grew a potent people. By this

turn of affairs, the Autunols once more became head

of one of the moft powerful ‘parties in Gaul; and the peo-

ple of Rheims of the other.

CHAP. VI

13 Thete are only two degrees of nien in Gaiil who The goveta-
have the adminiftrationt of public affairs, the druids or‘é:fl’i'_"f

clergy, and the * nobility; for the commons are cftemed # Equites.
no better than fervants, who have no manner of intereft,

and ate nevet admitted to their councils 3 but being op-

preffed either by their own debts, the impofition of tributes,

or the tyranny of the powerful, are obliged to become

vaffals to the nobility ; who have the fame power over

them that Jords ufually exercife on their villains. To'lgjﬂ druids
the druids belongs the care of divine things, of private and ™"
public - factifices, with the interpretation of their religion ;

great numbers of youth come to be itfftruied by them,

and they are held in wonderful veneration amongit their
countrymen, who fubmit all differences to their arbitra- T;L’g::fdﬁ:
tion : let the offence be of what nature foever, if any per- bfall contra-
fon be killed, if the controverfy relate to titles of land, or verfies.

the extent of confines, thefe are the judges, whofe fen-

tence muft decide, who pronounce rewards and punifh-

ments ; and whoever refufes to abide by their decree, eit'hcg
i 134
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waRr 1IN decree, cither lord or vaflal, is excommunicated, which
" GauUL. is the greateft penalty that can be infli¢ted amongft
b~ them: (@) for they who lie under the condemnation of this

The privile-

ges and im-
munities
they enjoy.

Their
dﬂﬁl’iﬂﬂl

fentence are reckoned in the number of the wicked, all
people fhun them, and avoid their company as contagious §
they are not permitted to fue for juftice, or to difcharge
any office in the commonwealth. "Fhe druids have a fu-
perintendent, to whom they are all fubje&t, upon whofe de-
ceafe the moft worthy fucceeds ; but if there happened to
be feveral candidates, the election is decided by majority of
votes, and fometimes by the fword. Once a year they
have a general rendezvous at a confecrated place fet apart
for that purpofe, in the confines of Chartres, which lies
in the midft of Gaul; hither all repair who have any con-
troverfies to decide, which are {fubmitted to their decrees.
”T'is thought this difcipline was firft inftituted in England,
and from thence transferred to Gaul; for even at this day,
thofe who defire to be perfetly fkilled in that fcience, take
2 voyage thither to learnit. -

14. The druids feldom attend the army, being exempt
from that duty, and from taxes, and enjoying all manner
of immunities. Excited by thefe encouragements, many
make a voluntary choice of that profeffion, and others are
brought up in it by their parents. Their bufinefs is, ac-
cording to report, to learn a great number of verfes by rote,
which fome have fpent twenty years about, none of them
being ever committed to writing ; not that they are igho-
rant of letters, for on all other occafions they make ufe of
Greek charatters ; but, I fuppofe, they obferve this cuftom,
to lock up their learning from the vulgar, and exercife the
memory of their fcholars. Their chief principle 'is, that
the foul never dies, but tranfmigtates, after the deceafe of
one body, to another ; which dotrine is of great ufe to
infpire them with courage and a contempt of death; but
they have many other traditions in which their youth are
inftructed, concerning the ftars and their motion, the ex-
tent of the world, the nature of things, and the power

of the immortal gods.

(2) From this cuftom no doubt we derive our out-lawries § for by the
antient laws of England before m-n were out-law'd for debt, he who lay un-
der that fentencr w. s reck sned a more hide ur monfler than anexci.mn.upicate
in a Remen catholitk ceuntry 5 caput gerebat Inpinum, and it was 1. wful for
any man to kill him, 1t he refuled to furrendes himfelfs Brattun,, J, 1,

tract, 2, €0 Iy

. . CHAP
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CHAP IX

tc. NEXT in degree to thiefé are the fiobility, Who wran 1
Whé?l any war breaks %ut; as thete did almoft evgy yéar QAA%LI?
before Ceefar’s atrival, either offenfive of defenfive, have
the direction of all affairs ; each being attenided by 4 num-The office
ber of vaffals in proportion tg his eftate and quality, the of the nobi
only mark of grandeur amongft themi. ey
" i6. The whole country of Gatl is ifuch addicted ta fu- Their hu-
perftitiofi : for which reafon thofe who are in imminet zf:.m"'
danger, eithef from ficknefs or battlé, make an oblation of
fome human facrifice, or even of themfelves : becaufe they
think the gods canh never be appeafed, but by the death of
one man for another : the public offerings of this kind are
committed to the care of the druids," who have large hol-
low irhages; bound abouf with offi€ers, into which they put
men alive, and, fetting fire to the cafe, fuifocate: them.
They believe thieves, highwaymen, and other offend-
ers, to be the moft grateful offerings to the gods ; but for
want of fuch, the inrtocent are forced to fupply their
placés.

17. Mercury is their tutelary god, to whofe honour Their gods,

they have many images ereted ; whom they efteem as the g
inventor of arts, their guide and proteCtor in voyages and lary god.
journeys, and believe him to have a particular influence
over merchandize, and all manner of gain. Nextinefteem , ..
to Mercury is Apollo, then Mars, Jupiter, and Mar, |
Minerva, of whom they have the fame notions with other Jupiter.
countries, that Apollo can cure their difeafes, that Mi. Miosr2
nerva firft taught mankind arts and manufatures, that
Jupiter is the fupreme deity; and that Mars prefides in
battle : wherefore before they commence a war, they de-
_ vote great part of the fpoils they fhall obtain to this deity ;
and, when tltey obtam the vi&m];a offer up all the cattle
they have taken, on his altars. ‘Fhe reft of the pre th‘c{r
difpofe into a place fet apart for that purpofe ; and in fevera
countries may be feen monuments compiled of offerings
of this nature ; and it feldom happens, that any neglect
the performance of their vows, by concealing any part of
their plunder, or prefummg to carry it away ; for the pe-
nalties infliCted for crimes of this nature are the moft cruel
than can be devifed.

18. The Gauls believe themfelves to be defcended ffoth Their de-

Pluto, their druids havin% {o informed them ; for Whi."h r[;f: ;fﬁ!fm
2 Ieaion

%
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WAR IN reafon they do not count time as other nations do, by days,

GAUr. but nights; and in the annual remembrance of theirbirths,
e~/ the beginning of their months and years, they always men-
EZ"%’I I:E”;; tion the night before the day. Another cuftom they have,

which feems very particular ; they never permit their

ights, as we
our leven-  children to appear in public before them, till they are of fuf-

;‘]iiﬁ'ﬁ:' ;::‘ ficient age to bear arms ; for, the eontrary they efteem dif-
&% =™ honourable. |
THe difpofal 19- WhatEVCE fartu_ne the wife bfiﬂgS, the hufband ES
of the wife's abliged to equal it, and both the fums together, with their
fortvne.  annual produ, are laid up for the benefit of the furvivor.

The men have power of life and death over their wives and
Themen  children : and whenany man of quality.dies, his next rela-

h: ' . ‘ s . .
oflifeana tions affemble to enquire into the occafion of his death ;

death over upon the leaft fufpicion they have power to put his widow
their wives t6 the queftion, with as little ceremony as if fhe had been

andelldren- o he of his fervants ; and if they find her guilty, to burn her
_ alive, Their funerals are very fumptuous and magnificent,
T}“’“’ fuse- in proportion to their quality ; every thing the deceafed
s party fet the greateft value on, is caft into the pile, even
animals 5 and formerly, thofe vaflals and clients whom

they held the deareft, were obliged to attend them to the

other world. |
20. Thofe provinces amonft them, which are moft ef-

teemed for prudent adminiftration, havea law, that he who
receives news from the neighbouring ftates, of importance
to the common-wealth, fhall immediately impast it to the
magiftrate, without divulging it to any other perfon ; hav-
ing often experienced the nature of their fubjelts to be fuch,
that, frighted by falfe reports, they are apt to raile com-
motions, and put the ftate in diforder by their rath refolves.
The magiftrates therefore truft them only with fuch in-
formations as they think convenient, fuppreffing the reft ;
nor do they permitany one to difcourfe concerning ftate

affairs butin the council.

CHAP X

Theeuffoms  2¥. From thefe cuftoms of the Gauls the Germans differ
of the Ger- greatly 3 having neither druids to prefide in facred rites,
mans., v . . )

nor troubling them{clves with facrifices: they acknowledge
Their ods. no gods but thofe they behold, and whofe influence they
Sol, ¢ Vul- are “apparently obliged to, as the fun, * fire, and moon,
canud, Lung,

and have not fo much as heard of any other: they are per-

petual huntfmen and warriours ; inure themfelves to labou:l'
an
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and hardfhip from their childhood ; and efteem thofe men WAR 1IN

¢he moft, who have longeft preferved their virginity, which GaUL.
they believe contributes to their growth, vigour, and ‘==
ftrength of their nerves ; but nothing is efteemed fo igno- 1" cha-
minious amongft them, as to know a woman hefore they flity.
have pafied the ewenticth year of age ; in which ad théy
do not confult privacy, for they wath promifcuoully in
tivers, and only make ufe of fkins and fmall mantles of fur cioath;
inftead of cloaths, leaving the greateft part of their bodies PR
naked.

22. They mind not agriculture, the greateft part of Their dict.
¢hem living upon milk, cheefe, and fleth~-meat ; nor has
any man gelds of his own, diftinguifhed from the common
by boundaries ; for the magiftrates and princes yearly dif- Way of liw.
eribute to every canton {uch a portion of land as they think ings
fufficient in fome part of the country; whither they fend
them to continue only for one year, and remove them to
{ome other quarter the next : which cultom they obferve on
feveral accounts, left from being attached to a place they
fhould change their inclination for war to tillage, and think
of extending their confines, to the oppreflion of the weak by
the powerful ; left they fhould learn to build more elegantly
¢han is neceflary againft the {fummer’s heat and winter’s
cold ; but chiefly to prevent covetuoufnefs, the root of all

£.&ions and difcord, and preferve that equality of riches in
the common-wealth, which produces peace and content.
23. Every country ¢hinks it honourable to have their Their con-

confines round about lie wafte ; for they cfteem it an argu- fines he
ment of their courage, to have expelled their neighbours, walte for 2
. great way

and firuck fo great a terror into them, that they dare not round.

venture to approach their territories 3 befides, they think

this the wawo focure them from the danger of {fudden in-

curfions. henever a ftate wages war, either oftenfiveor

Jefenfive, they make choice of an officer for that occafion,

whom they inveft with power of life and death ; but have

no fuch magiftrate in time of peace, for the chief of every

canton ditributes juftice, and decides all controverfies

among(ft his own people. They eftecm it not infamous t0 Robhing out

fteal beyond their own confines, but rather a laudable ex- of their con-

ercife which preferves their youth from idlenefs ; and when fines no dif-
: Brace.

any nobleman declares in a gencral affembly that he defigns

to make an expedition, they who approve the leader and

the caufc, rife up to profer their fervice 3 for which they

are applauded by their countrymen ; but they who ﬁafv'bc-
13 1nd,
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wAr 1n hind, after they have once offered to go, are looked upon
GAUL. as traitors or deferters, and never trufted after : they are
tpn~s {trict oblervers of hafpitality, and all their doers are open

Strange

beatls in the
Hercynian

farcﬁ.
Bull with

One h’drﬂl

to fuch as fly to them for refuge on any occafion ; .whom
they carefully proteét. |

24. There was once a time when the Gauls were {u-
perior in arms to the Germans, and made war upon them ;
fcarcity of land, and multiplicity of men, obliging them
to fend colonies crofs the Rhine: wherefore the moft fer-
tile parts of Germany about the Hercynian foreft, which,
I find, Eratofthenes and fome other Grecians have
mentioned by the name of Orcinia, were taken pofleffion
of by the natives of Upper Languedoc, who continue there
to this day, much efteemed for their courage and juftice,
patient of hardfhips and want, like the Germans, and con-
forming to their way of living, as well in diet as cloathing ;
but the neigbourhood and commerce which the Gauls have
fince held with the Roman province, has taught them to
live more Juxurioufly ; by which means growing infenfibly:
weaker, they have been overcome in feveral battles, and
reduced to fuch a degree, that they no longer pretend ta
compare themfelves with the Germans.

25. T'he Hercynian foreft is nine days journey over in
breadth, for I cannot compute it any other way, becaufe
the Germans are ignorant of the ufe of meafure; it com-
mences in the confines of Switzerland, Bafil, and Spires

-and extends along the river Danube as far as Tranfilvania :

then turning from the river to the left, it runs through an
infinite number of countries ; nor has there any one of this
part of Germany travelled through it or found its utmoft ex-
tent, though feveral have gone fifty days journey in it

In this wood are feveral kinds of wild beafts, which are
not to be met with elfewhere ; of which the moft remark-
able are thefe: _

26. A bull, whofe fhape refembles that of a ftag, with
one horn only, planted directly in the midft of his forehead,
much longerand ftraiter than thofe of our cattle ; this horn
is divided at the top into feveral branches ; the.males and
}'cmales are both fhaped alike, and their horns ofthe fame

1ze.

27. They have likewife another kind of animals called

Alces (a), which much refemble the (&) roe-buck in fhape,

(a) Vafliue fancies the fingular termination of this word fhould be Alx%
from the German Elck ; monficur D' Ablancourt tranflaves it wild affvs,
' (5) The original is not capreis, but caprls, though in Salmafius’s opinion
st ought to be fo, with whom Voffius likewife agrees.

the
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and the various colours of their fkins, but are fontething of war 1%
a larger fize ; they have no horns, nor joints in their legs ¢y
and never lie down to fleep, and if they chance to fall, are «m s
notable to get up again ; wherefore, when they are weary,

they lean againft the next tree, which ferves them for a
sefting-place : for this reafon, when the huntimen have

found out their haunts, they either loofen the roots of all

the trees thereabout, or faw them almott quite off, to de-

ceive the animal, who coming to the ufual leaning-place,

the prop fails, and both fall down together.

28. The third fpecies are thofe creatures they call Uriy u,;', Bufs.
very little lefs than elephants; in colour, fhape and kind, los.
refembling much our bulls: they are prodigious ftrong,
wonderfully nimble, and fpare neither man nor beaft that
has the misforture to come in their way ;. wherefore the
natives are very induftrious in digging pits to catch them.

T he youth inure themfelves to this exercife, and particular
kind of hunting ; for he who was killed the greateft num-
ber of them, brings the horns to witnefs for his courage,
and is highly applauded by his countrymen. So favage is
the nature of thefe beafts, though taken never fo young,
that they cannot be tamed: the largenefs, fhape, and
fpecies of their horns differ much from thofe of our bulls,
and are in great requeft ; the edges of which being tip'd
with filver, they ule them for cups at their moft fumptuous

feafts.
CHAP Xl

29. C/ESAR had notice from his Ubian fcouts, that .
the Suabians were retired into their woods ; wherefore ap- 5afs the
prehending want of provifions (becaufe, as we have already Rhine.
taken notice, the Germans are but little addicted to agricul- E;T;';;‘f“““
ture) he refolved to march no further; but that the enemy trigge, and
might not be entirely delivered from their fears by his retreat, leaves a gar-
and that he might prevent their fending afitance to the " there
Gauls, having repafled the Rhine, he only broke up about
two hundred foot of his bridge, onthat fide next Germany,
leaving the reft ftanding; and at the foot built a wooden
tower four ftories high, with other fortifications, where he
left a garrifon of twelve cohorts, under thc command of
young C. Volcatus Tullius, to defend it. When harvelt g geraches
approached, he detached L. Minutius Bafilus, with all his Bafilus a-
cavalry, againft Ambiorix ; whom. he ordered to march ﬁ::::i A
through the foreft of Arden, which is the largeft in Gaul, ;

| 4 CX-



120 . C, J. CHES AR, Book VI,

waAR IN extending above five hundred miles in length, from the
GAUL. banks of the Rhine and he confines of Treves and Hai-
teenyv=/ nault. He commanded him to keep no fires in his camp,
that the enemy might not have notice of his approach,

hoping that fecrecy and difpatch might give him an oppor-

tunity of doing fome confiderable exploit ; and he himfelf

defigned to follow immediately after. _

30. Bafilus perfarmed his orders beyond expetation,

for he avrived fo quickly upon the enemy’s territories, that

he furprifed great numbers of them in the field ; and by

their inflruction marched direftly to Ambiorix, who had

only a flender guard of cavalry about him : but-as fortune

has an influence over all affairs, fo fthe aflumes a peculiar

power in thofe of war; for as it was a moft extraoadinary

chance, that Bafilus fhould fall upon the quarters of
Ambiorix, before he was prepared to receive him, and be

feen, €’er his arrival was heard of ; fo muft it be acknow-

Jedged as ftrange, that Ambiorix, after the lofs of his

arms, harles, and chariots, fhould make his efcape. But

this was owing to the fituation of his houfe, which was fur-

rounded by a wood, as the Gauls generally build near a

wood and a river, for coolnefs; for his men, pofifeffing
whonarrow- themfelves of a narrow paflage, fuftained the attack of
ly efcapes  our cavalry till their mafter mounting a horfe which was
being 1aken: brought him, fecured himfelfin the thickets. Thus fortune

had equally a hand in bringing him into danger, and in de-
livering him out of it, | |

CHAP XIL

31. AMBIORIX, having fecuyred his perfon, did not
endeavour to aflemble any forees, but fent meflengers pri-
vately throughout the country, to command every man tq
provide for his own fafety ; thinking it either dangerous ta
venture an engagement, or wanting time, by the fudden
arrival of the Roman cavalry, to put his defigns in exe-
cution . wherefore one part of them fled for fhelter taq
the foreft of Arden, whilft the reft endeavoured to fecure
themfelves among the wide extended marfhes. Where-
upon Cativulcus, who fhared one half of the kingdom

Cuisulius of Liege with Ambiorix, and was now grown too old
E;}““ him- ¢4 endure the fatigues of war or flight, having beftowed
many imprecations on his partner, for being the caufe of
that unhappy revolt, fought refuge for his cares from a
poifonous draught, extracted from the yew-trec (whereof

2 ;hcy
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they have plenty in Gaul and Germany) and fo ex- WAR IN
pired. GAUL.

32. In the mean while the people of (4) Cologn and . Pt
Zulpich, two German colonies that lic between Liege and goni foog
Treves, fent embafladors to Caefar, to delire he would erbafTadors
not count them amongft the number of his enemies, or he- to C=far o
Jieve that ell the Germans on their fide the Bhine were ‘;;;];::nim
joined in one common caufe; for, they aflured bim, they =
never defigned to make war upon the Romans, or' fent
Ambiorix any {upplies ; ?hich Czf3r being fatisfied of

from examining the captives by torture, promifed them,

on condition they fent to him all the people of Liege, who

fhould fly for fhelter to their country, he would not com-

mit any aés of hoftility on their confines ; then haying di-~ Cafar leaves
vided his army into three parts, he fent all the baggage his baggage
of his legions to Tongre, which is the name of a caftle itﬂ?g”
almoft in the midlt of Liege, where Titurius and Divides his
Arunculeiys had formerly their winter quarters, The army into
laft year’s fortifications were yet entire ; wherefore Ceefar, three pasts.
defigning to fave his foldiers as much labour 2s he could,

made choice of this place, where he lefc the fourteenth le-

gion, which was one of the three he had lately received

from Italy, and two hundred horfe, under the command of

Q. Tullius Cicero, for a guard.

33 Titus Labienus he detached with three legions Detaches
towards the fea-coafls, and the borders of Guelders; C. L“b“i‘“‘g to-
Trebonius, with the like number, he fent to lay the ::;:ﬁ:f;:
country wafte on that fide next Namur ; refolving to march nius towagds
himfelf, with the remainder of the army, towards the ri- N"“‘L‘" and
ver Scheld, which flows inta the Mofe, and to the foreft pimfeifto.
of Arden, whither, he was informed, Ambiorix was gone wards the
with a fmall party of horfe. When he firft began his ':‘;’fl““f
march, he defigned to return again in feven days, for he -

- had left the legion in garrifon provilions for no longer time;
and ordered Labienus and Trebonius, if they could
conveniently, to return within the fame time, that upon
further confultation they might know what new methods
were propereft to be taken for defeating the enemy’s de-

figns.

(5) But Qrtelius thinks the Condrufj are tpofe of Condratsy

CHAP
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CHAP. XIL

wAR IN 34. L HE rebels, as we have already taken notice, had
GAUL, nho army, town, or garrifon for us to attack, but were all
e~ difperfed amongft the vallies, woods, marthes, and fuch
e rone, OthET places of fhelter; which were well known to them
hide thar . from being in their neighbourhood: a circumftance that
felves in the occafioned no fmall care in Cefar, not for the fafe-
woods and ty of the main body of his army (which was in no danger
marhes.  Gom a frighted and difperfed multitude) but for what
concerned the welfare of it, the prefervation of indivi-

duals, who were tempted from a defire of plunder to

ramble through thofe unknown and private ways, where

the thickne{s of the woods would not permit them to

march in bodies. Wherefore, to compleat the bufinefs,

and extirpate the race of fo wicked a people, he found it

neceffary to fend an infinite number of {mall parties againft

them; for fo long as he obliged. the foldiers to maintain

their ranks, according to the Roman dilcipline, the very

fituation of the place ferved the rebels for a fortrefs, who

had courage enough to lay ambufcades, and attack us on
advantage when difperfed. In the midit of thefe difficul-

ties Czfar took all the care imaginable, and though the

foldiers were inflamed with revenge, yet he rather chofe

to omit an opportunity of injuring the enemy, than do it

Qefar pro- to the detriment of his army. Wherefore he invited the
;’:;"!‘? ,,oi‘ ; countries round about, who being attratted by the hopes of
the councries Plunder, foon flocked from all fides to deftroy the people of
sound to  Liege; by thefe means he only hazarded the Gauls in the
f}":"’ woods, preferved his own legions fafe, and got the rebels
B furrounded, whofe race and memory his refolved to extin-

guith, that he might revenge the crimes they had been
guilty of.

CHAP. XIV,

98, THUS their deftrution went forward in all places
tili the feventh day was arrived, the time appointed for
Cafar’s return to Tongre; but hence may be learned
what influence chance has over the affairs of war: the re-
bels, as we have alrcady remarked, being frightened and
difperfed, had not any body of forces to give us the leaft
apprehenfions ; whereupon the Germans crofs the Rhine,

having notice that the people of Liege were deftined to
deftruétion,

LY
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dcftrudtion, and that all mankind were welcome to partake WAR 1N
of the plunder; the Sicambri that lie next the river, who GAUL.
formerly entertained the people of Hefle and Zutphen, ,‘[‘,'h"'g_""
when they fled from Cefar, levied two thoufand horfe, and py; cpofs the
crofling the river about thirty miles below the broken bridge, Rhinc, and
where Czfar had left a garrifon, arrived on the borders of f™ nto
Liege, where they took feveral of the natives prifoners, =~ ©°

and obtained a confiderable number of cattle, a booty the ypere they
barbarians are the moft delirous of ; neither marth nor get a confi-
wood put a ftop to their career, fo long as plunder called $erable
them forward, for from their cradles they are inured to war 0% 3
and theft : being inquifitive to know where Ceefar lay, they

were informed, that he and his army had left the country :

in the midft of their progrefs, at length a captive afked but-on the
them, Why they would trouble themfelves to purfue fo ::;:f::ﬁ;
trifling and wotthlefs a booty, when they might make their it from
fortunes at a fingle ftroke ? for they might arrive in three purfuing
hours march at ‘T'ongre, where the Romans had repofed ﬁi‘::f
all their baggage, under the guard of fo fmall a garrifon,

as was not {ufficient to man the ramparts, fo that not one of

them durft venture out of their trenches, Big with ex- and murth
peclation, they hid the booty they had already got, and “C‘.'ﬁlz’ o
marched dire&ly to Tongre, whither they were conduéted q;;f:;:_
by the captive who gave them this information.

CHAP XV.

26. CICER O had (o ftrictly obferved Cafar’s orders Cicero de-
hitherto, thathe had not permitted fo much as a boy to ftir 252 f*¢
out of the garrifon; but the feventh day he began to defpair forage,
of the performance of Czfar’s promife, becaufe he was
informed he had marched farther up into the country, and
eould hear no news of his return: wherefore being moved
by the complaint of his foldiers, who began to murmur at
his patience, and eftecm their prefent confinement as bad
asa fiege, not fufpeting any accident could befal him with
in fo fhort a fpace as that of three miles, whilft an army
of nine complete legions with a confiderable number of
horfe was abroad, which had already defeated and difperfed
the enemy, he detached five cohorts to forage in the neareft
corn-fields, which were divided from his camp only by a
little hill. Moft of the fick and waunded of thearmy be~
ing left in the garrifon with bim, they who were a little re«
covered, to the number of three hundred, were fent out on
this occafion under one enfign, and were followed by a great
number of beafts of burthen, and fervants of thecamp.

37. The
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WAR IN 24, The very moment the foragers were gone out, ar-
GAUL. rjved the German cavalry, who endeavoured to force theijr
m pallage through the Decuman port with the fame fury they
mansarrive  Dad galloped thither ; the woods prevented our having ng-
at Tongre, tice of their approach, which was fo unexpefed, that the
:E:::‘;’F:r' {utlers, who had fheds in the counterfcarp, had not leifure
ehe Decu- . t0 fave themfelves by retiring within the works. Qur men
map port, were extremly furprifed at {o fudden an attack, and the cg-
hort that was placed for an out-guard could hardly fuftain
their firft onfet. In the mean time, the enemy rode around
the trenches, to difcover fome more convenient place to en-
ter at: Qur foldiers with difficulty maintained the gates ;
the other parts were fo well fortified they needed no de-
TheRo- fence. In fine, the whole camp was frighted, every man
flios " enquired of the next he met the occafion of the tumult, and
" no body knew which way to advance the ftandards, or
where to pofl himfelf ;- fome reported the camp was already
taken, others, that the Germans had defeated Cafar and
bis army, and in the plenitude of vitory were falling upon
them : whilft the reft, remembering that Titurius and
Cotta had loft their lives when pofted within thofe trenches,
became {uperftitious, and prefaged the like fate to them-
felves. "T'his confufion confirmed the enemy in the belief of
what the prifoner had reported, that we had no garrifon
within 3 wherefore encouraging each other not to let fo
rich a booty flip out of their hands, they began to ftorm

Baculus, ~ our rampier.
tho l:"‘;‘;fd' 38. P. Sextius Baculus, who had been primiple under
his tent, and C2far, whofe name has been mentioned in former actions:
places him- was left behind in the camp, and was fo dangeroundly ill,
g"'m":;j',‘ih . that he had eaten nothing for five days before ; defpairing
reftof the oOf fafety either for himfelf or his foldiers, he ftept from his
foldier ral- tent unarmed, when perceiving things reduced to the laft
iy extremity (for the enemy had almoft forced their paflage)
he {natched fome arms from the next foldier, and placed
himfelf before the gate: the centurions of the out-guard
followed him, and all together for a while fuilained the
Germans charge, till Sextius, after he had received many
dangerous wounds, beginning to faint, was with difficulty
carried off by the foldiers; in the mean time thc_rcﬂ: had
fo far recovered themfelves, as to afcend. the rampicr, and

make a fhew of pefence. |

CHAP
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CHAP. XVI

39. IN the mean while our foragers were returning wap 1y
home again, and hearing a noife, fent the cavalry beforeto ¢4yy
difcover the occafion, who brought tliéem word how dan- g
gerous a pofture affairs were in : they were all firangely Theforagers
furprized at the news, and lamented the want of 2 fortifi- 177/
cation to fhelter them from the enemy ; but efpecially the the *3.;:1‘*‘
new [evies, who having no experience in war, impatiently mass.
waited for the tribunes and eenturions orders, to know
which way they muft difpofe themfelves. The Germans,
at firft when they beheld our enfigns, left off the ftorm,
fancying the- lepions, which the prifoners had informed
them 'were marched further into the country, were now re-
turned ; but finding their etror, and contemning the fmall-

" nef$ of our number, they furrounded our foragers on all
fides.

40. The foldiers fervants fled for fhelter to the next rifing
oround, whence they were immediately driven, and caff
themfelves for fafety among the ranks of the maniples,
which put them into more confufion than they were in be-
fore : fome were of opinion ’twould be the fafeft method
to draw themfelves into "3 triangle, and fo force their way
through the enemy; becaufe the camp was fo near, that if
fome fthould fall in the attempt, the reft might fecure them.
felves ; but others thought it beft to poflefs the hill, and all
expe&t the fame fate. The veteran foldiers, who, as we E{‘:i;;tm“‘-
obferved, went out under one enfign, could by no means drawn up
approve of this advice: wherefore encouraging cach other, into a tian-
under the conduct of €. T'rebonius, a Roman knight, their f]'j; rfg’:‘
corimanding officer, they broke through the midft of the throughythc
etiemy, and arrived every man of them fafe in the camp ; Germans,
they were followed with the fame impetuofity by the fer- ?:f;;”:;c
vants atrd cavalry, who thus procured their fafety by the cump: The
foldiets courage : but they who had poflefled themfelves of new Levies
the hill, for want of difcipline, could neither perfft in 05 22kin8
their own fecheme of maintaining their ground, nor by one way, are
brifk effort imitate their fellow-foldiers example ; but in moftof them
endeavouring to obtain the camp, quitted their poft of ad- “* offs
Viritape ; the cemturions, who for their courage had been
promated fiom the lower order in other legions to the upper
in thefe new troops, fought bravely to maintain the glory
they had fOﬂ‘m'.'x axcquired,” arid died with honout ; theic

eourage, beyond expedation, gave fome of the foldiers

MCans
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WAR IN means to efcape, but the reft were furrounded, and cut to
GAUL. pieces by the enemy.

I
CHAP XVIL

The Ro- 21. T H E Germans now defpairing of fuccefs, fince they
;’;;'ftﬂf" faw our foldiers ready to defend the works, returned crofs
Germans the Rhine With the bOUt}’ they had hidden in the woods 3
vetrcat,  but {o great was the fear which poflefled our men, even af«
ter their retreat, that when C. Volufenus arrived from Cz-
far that night with the cavalry, they could not be perfuad-
ed that Caefar and his army were fafe, and following him ta
the camp: in fine, they were fo bewitched with fear that
they would not believe but Cefar was routed, and none
but the horfe had efcaped : for they could not conceive how
the Germans durft attempt to force their trenches if he
were fafe; but his arrival convinced them of their error.
€xfar re- 42. When Czfar came back, he was informed of the
tomstothe Jate allion, in which he found nothing to complain of,

£amn . .
blames Ci- but the cohorts foraging contrary to his orders ; for the

cero for let- enemy’s fudden attack proved how dangerous it was to truft
;‘:r{sh;jr:z; Fortune with the moft minute opportunity : he wondered
eontrary to €xtremely the (Germans had fo narrowly efcaped him, but
orders, infinitely more, that they who crofled the Rhine on pur--

| pofe to lay wafte the country of Ambiorix, fhould do him

the greateft fervice imaginable, by endeavouring to take
the Roman camp.

CHAP. XVIIL

Cefarre- 42, CAS AR returning again to harrafs the country of
::!;”i‘.:;;f" Liege, levied great numbers of forces in the neighbouring
provinces, and fent them into all parts ; not a houfe nor a
village that came in their way efcaped burning ; they plun-
dered on every fide : and the continual rains, as well aa
the number of foldiers and cattle, fo effeCtually deftroyed
the corn, that they who efcaped the {word, were likely to
The anlty gie with famine. “The cavalry were divided into fo many
gmall parties parties, that they often came to the very places where the
Ambicriv,  captives informed them they had feen Ambiorix, and that

trufling his . _ ,
perfononly  DE Was but' juft out of fight ; and fo defirous were fome

to a guard of Of the foldiers to recommend themfelves to their general
four horfe, by apprehending him, that they performed wonders in

:;:"‘y':‘llf their unwearied purfuit; each moment flattered them the

ape.  next would compleat their happinefs ; but Ambiorix, rid-
. ' lr’g
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ding from one thicket to another, and removing- his quar- war 1
ters in the night, efcaped their moft diligent fearch ; being cavL,
attended only by four horfe, all the friends he durft confide twsm
in.

44. Thus Cafar baving laid the country wafte, only Cafar re-
with the lofs of two cohorts, marched his azmy to the capj- turms to
tal of Rheims, where he fummoned the diet of Gaul: ﬁj’:’f&et
When the ftates were affembled, he commanded them to '
examine into the rebellion of Sens and Chartres; and Ac- Acco fen-
co being found the principal caufe of this revolt, had the tenced mare
fevere fentence pafled upon him, according to ancient ™"
cuftom, To be ftripped naked, and with his neck fixed be-
tween the granes of a fork, to be whipped to death, and
afterwards beheaded ;3 fome, who fled, not daring to ftand
the rigour of a trial, were * banifthed. Thus fending two * Aqua &
legions to take up' their winter-quarters in T'reves, ‘two o '™
more to Langre, the other fix to the capital of Sensy
having provided his army with corn, he returned, accord-

ing to his cuftom, to hold the dict of Lombardy,



