C. JL. CZE S A R’s
COMMENTARY

OF HIS

WAR IN GAUL.

THE FIFTH BO O XK.

Celar butlds a confiderable navy ; he goes to Illy-
cum; his fecond Expedition into England; the
(auls revolt; Sabinus and Cotta defeated;

Cicero befieged, but relieved.

CHAP L
DURING the confulate of L. Domitius and Ap. war v

Claudius, Cefar leaving his winter-quarters to go into GAUL.
Italy, according to his ufual cuftom, gave orders to his e ~emd
‘lieutenants, to whom he had committed the charge of his C2lr gives
legions, that they fhould build as many fhips againft his re- E;ffj;;":
turn as they could, and refit the old veflels ; commanding navy.
them to make the decks fomewhat lower than ufual in the
Mediterranean, that the foldiers might embark or get on
fhore with greater cafe; becaufc he knew the ebbing of
the tide in the Britifh feas fometimés left but a very incon-
{iderable depth of water near the land. That there might
be convenience for his horfes, he ordered they fhould build
them broader than ordinary, and contrive them all for oars,
to which the lownefs of the decks contributed. He fent
for fuch materials as were neceflary o equip them, from
Spain; and having held the diet of Lombardy, went imme-

diately
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diately to llyricum, becaufe he had intelligence that the
Piruftze hadmade feveral inroads into the frontiers. So foon
as he arrived there, he began to levy an army, and ap-
pointed the foldiers 2 general rendezvous ; which the Piru-
itz being informed ot, immediately fent embaffadors to af-
fure him, what had been done was contrary to the publick
confent, and that they were ready to make fuch fatisfaction
for the injuries they had committed, as he fhould require.
Cafar having given them audience, demanded hoftages to
be delivered by a certain day, or war and ruin thould en-
fue: they obeyed his commands; whereupon he appointed
arbitrators to eftimate the damages the towns had recetved,
and determine what compenfation fhould be made for them.

2. 'This affair being difpatched, and treaties figned, he
returned again to Lombardy, and from thence to his army:
he made a review of all their quarters, and, notwithftand-
ing the fcarcity of materials, found the induftry of his fol-
diers had already built about fix hundred fuch fhips as he
had given commiffion for, and twenty-eight gallies, which
were ready to launch within a few days. Having applaud-
ed the application of his foldiers and their fupervifors, he
gave them fuch orders as he thought convcnient, and com-
manded they thould all meet him at (a) Boloign; from
whence, he thoucht, lay the {horteft cut to England, it
being but about thirty miles there from land to land.

(a) Porrus Ttiue, accorcing to H. Llwyd and Orrelius, is Calais ; but Sca-
liger and Sunfon prove iv tv be Boluign, with whom agree Cruver, Buno,
Semaer, Baxcer, &c.

CHAP IL

ITE left as many foldiers as he thought neceffary for this
purpofe ; then took his march with four legions and 800
horfe into the country of Treves, becaufe they had nei-
ther appeared at the general convocation of the ftates, nor
{ubmiued to the commonn-wealth, and were reported to
follicit afliftance from the Germans beyond the Rhine.

3. This country is not very powerful in infantry 5 but the
belt ftored with cavalry of any in Gaul; and, as we
have already fhewn, joins to the river Rhine. It hap-
pened that Indutiomarus and Cingetorix were difputing
about this time for the f{uperiority ; the latter being in-
formed of Celar’s aporoach, came over to him, promif-
ins, that peither hie nor any of his party would be defi-

cient
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cient in the performance of their duty or alliance with the war 1~
people of Rome ; and laid before him the prefent proceed- Gavyy.
ings of his countrymen. \oemi o)
Indutiomarus, on the other hand, began to levy what
numbers of horfe and foct he could; and having fecured
fuch perfons, whofe age made them incapable of bearing
arms, in the large foreft of Arden (which, beginning at
the river Rhine, extends through the midft of the country
of Treves, as far as the borders of Rheims) refolved to
engage in a war : but finding himfelf deferted by feveral of
the nobility, who of affetion to Cingetorix, or fear of
our approaching army, had come over to Cafar (each to
follicit his own pardon, fince they were not able to do it
for their country) apprehending he fhould fhortly be for-
{aken byall, fent an embaflage to Cefar, to acquaint him, |
‘¢ That he had been one of the foremoft to pay his fub- f;f‘;t:;’:“‘
miffion, but that he thought himfelf obliged to ftay at tick embas-
home, left the giddy mob, in the ablence of the nobility, f5-
fhould have revolted from their duty ; but the whole
country now was at his command ; and, if Ceafar pleafed,
he would wait upon him at his camp, to lay his own and
his country’s fortune at his feet.” |
4. Though Cwfar knew the occalion of this {peech,
and what reafons had induced him to change his former
relolution ; yet, that he might not be obliged to fpend the
whole fummer in Treves, atter he had prepared all things
for his Englifh expedition, he commanded Indutiomarus
to bring 200 hoftages along with him ; which he perform-
cd, bringing his own fon and neareft relations, who had
been demanded, amongft the number: whereupon Cefar
encouraged him to continue firm in his duty to the Ro-
mans ; not forgetting to fend for all the noblemen of
‘Treves, and reconcile them one after another to Cingeto-
rix ; which he did as well on the account of his deferts, as
fur his own fake, becaule he knew the man, who had
given {uch fignal proofs of his afteltion, would employ his
intereft at home to Ceefur'’s advantage. lndutiomarus was
not a little difturbed to find his authority thus dimninifhed
among his countrymen, and if he was our enemy before, oy

this occaflion increaied his ancient malice. m rches to
&. Having fertled his afbuirs 10 Treves, he marched his Boloign,
' where he

legions to Boloign, where he was informed, that the forty 114 ordercd
{litps which had been built amongft the Neldie, were driven 1 the prin-

back azain by a {lorm w tic pert fiom whence they fegees of Goul
out : romeecth m.
>
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waRr 1nout; butall the reft he found ready for failing, well rigged

gauLr. and fitted out. Thither likewife came all the cavairy of

e~ (Gaul to meet him, abotit 4000, with the noblemen of every

province ; of thefe he defigned to leave but few behind him;

whofe fidelity He could depend uponi; and take the reft as

hoftdges along with him to England, apprehending fomé
tomrotions iri Gaul during his abfence.

6. Amongft thefe was Dumnorix of Autun, of whom
we have formerly fpokefi 3 him of all mankind fe refolved
to ¢drry, becaufe He knew his fickle, proud, and afpiring
temper, which joiried with the authority he had amongft
his countrymen, might have proved of fatal confequence ;
befides, Dumnorix had operily declared in a publick coun-
¢il, that Calar had conferred upon him the govetnment of
Autun, which tho’ the Autornois ill brooked, yet they
heither durft remonftrate againft, nor by an embafly to
Cefar deprecate. He was the firft that defired leave to ftay
at home, pretending that not being ufed to fdiling, he was
afraid of the fea, and that he had a religious vow to per-
form, which would detain him : but when Le found his

Dumnorix  Yequeft abfolutely denied, having no hopes of obtaining his

perfuadesthe demands, Ne began to perfuade each nobleman of Gaul

'é;blif‘z;‘: :: apart, not to leave the continent 3 inftilling jealoufies into

gn with Ce- them, by infinuating, that Cafar, no doubt, had fome.

tar into Bri- deep defign in carrying all the nobility of Gaul beyond fed

fain. with him : that becaufe he durft not put them to death in
the view of their countrymen, he would do it when he had
tranfported them to England. So far did his artifice pre-
vail, that ke perfuaded them to enter into a mutual al-
liance, and obliged them by oath to confultand aét by the
gencral confent, in all things which concerned thie general
good of their country. '

7. Caefar was informed of this confpiracy from feveral
hands, yet having a particular refpe€t for the country of
Autun, he refolved to try all methods to reftrain and
frighten Dumnotix from proceeding in his defigns; but
finding his madnefs continued, he thought it high time to
provide for the fafety of his own perfort, and the repub-
lick ; wherefore having ftaid about five and twenty days
in the fame place, for fo long did the north.weft wind
put a ftop to his voyage, the wind coming fair about, he
commanded his horfe and foot to embark : but whilit all

Dumnorix  people were buly in performing thefe otders, Dumnorix,
deferts.  without Cefar’s knowledge or confent, left the camp
with the Autun cavalry, and took his wmarch home-

3 ward ;
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ward ;3 which Cefar being informed of, immediately put WAR IN
a {top to his voyage : laying afide all other affairs, he de- GAUL.
tatched a ftrong party of horfe to purfue and hring him ‘v
back again, with orders to kill Dumnorix, if he offered
to make the leaft oppofition to his commands; for he
had reafon to think the man who durft di'obey his orders
when prefent, would not be very loyal in his abfence.
The hor{e having overtaken him, commanded him to re-
turn, which he refufed, endeavouring to defend himfelf by
force of arms ; and often implored the afiftance of his coun-
try-men, cryingout that he was a free-man, born in a free Dumnarix’s
country 3 but the Romans performed their orders, fur- ‘;]“ﬁ'"“iili J
rounded and put him to the {word, where upon all his ca- ® '

valry returned to Ceefar.

CHAP I

8. THIS affair determined, leaving Labienus in 271
Gaul with three legions and 2000 horfe, to fecure thep,ug. g
port, to provide corn, and {fend him intelligence from time
to time how affairs went in the continent, that he might
know how to accommodate his counfels to the particular
time and circumftance ; with five legions, and the fame
number of horfe he had left with Labienus, about fun.
{fct Cafar hoifted fail for Ensland, with a gentle fouth-
wind. About mid-mght he was becalmed, and being dri-
ven by the tide 'ull morning, found the ifland on his left;
then following the return of the tide, he row’d ’till
he came to the landing-place, which he found fo conve-
nient the year before ; and upon this occalion the foldiers
deferved applaufe, who labouring without intermiflion at
the oar, made their heavy tranfports and tenders keep pace
with the pallies. About noon we arrived with our whole
flect on the coafts, where no encmy was to be feen,
though, as Cefar afterwards underftood from the prifoners,
the iflanders had been there in great multitudes : but being
frighted to behold fo numerous a navy(which, together
with the fhips' of that year’s building, and private
veflels which feveral perfons had provided for their own ufe,
amounted to above 800) they had left the fhore, and hid
themfelves in the mountains.

o. Cafar, having landed his army, and chofcn a conve- The Romane
nient place to encamp in, enquired of fome whom he had
taken prifoners, wherc the encmy was lodged.  And be-

tween three and four in the morning, hav ng left ten co-
G horts
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wAR 1N horfe, under the comand of Q. Atrius, to fecure the

GAUL.

Y

They riut
the Eaghth,

navy, he marched towards the Englifh ; being the lefs un-
eafy for his fleet, as he had left them at anchor on 2 (mooth
and open fhore. He had not marched twelve miles, be
fore he faw the enemy, who having pofted their horfe and
chariots upon an advantageous eminence by the banks of
the river, gave us battle, and endeavoured to oppofe our
paflage, but were repulfed by our cavalry, and obliged to
retire to the woods ; where they were poflefled of a poft
extremely well fortified both by art and nature, which had
becn built in all probability during the times of their civil
wars ; all the paflages to it being blocked up by heaps of
trecs, cut down for that purpofe. They never ventured
out of this place but in fmall parties, and always hindered
the Romans from entering it : but the foldiers of the feventh
legion having caft themfelves into a Teftudo, and thrown
up a mount againft their works, took the place, and drove
them from the woods, without receiving many wounds :
Cefar however with-held them from the purfuit, as he was
unacquainted with the country, and, the day being far
{pent, he thought it advifeable to beftow the reft of it 1in

fortifying his camp.
CHAP 1V,

10. THE next morning early, Cefar, having divided
his army into three battalions, fent, both his horfe and
foot to purfue the enemy : they had not travelled far before

-they came within fight of the Englifh rear ; at which in-

A florm
which fhat-
ters the Ro-
man teet,

{tant a party of horfe arrived from Quintus Atrius, to ac-
quaint Ceefar, that the night before there had been a dread-
tul ftorm, which fhattered almoft all the navy, and drove
the thips on thore, having loft their anchors and cables ;
nor was it in the power of the mariners and pilots to prevent
their running foul of one another.

11. Upon this intelligence, Cefar recalling his legions
and cavalry from their intended journey, returned to his
flect, where he was an eye.witnefs of the misfortune the
couriers and packets had brought him an account of ; for

Cafrrsefits forty fhips were entirely loft, and he faw the relt could
83nay, 308 not'be refitted without infinite trouble: wherefore having

cavfes ic (o

v- hautd up Chofen fome carpenters from amonglt the legions, and writ
9 dry kind, for others to Gaul, he fent Labienus ofders. to build

2s many {hips as he could with thofe legions he had there.
Ard though he found it would be a very trouble

~y
>
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fome bufinefs, yet he thought it moft convenient to have wap v
the flcet haul’d up to land, and inclofed within the forti- & Apy.
hcations of his camp, For this purpofe, the foldicrs S
laboured ten days and nights without intermiffion, At

Jength having cffeCted it, the fhipping drawn to fhore, and

the camp very ftrongly fortify’d, leaving the fame guard as

formerly, he returned to the place where he had defifted

fiom purfuing the enemy.

CHAP. V.

HERE he found far greater numbers of the Englifh
affembled, than he left when he went to vifit the fleet, By
general confent the whole management of this war was
committed to the care of Caflivelaunus, whofe territories Caffivellsn-
were divided by the river Thames from the fea-cofts, nu:madeg.
and extended fourfcore miles into the ifland : for though [ E:?;EE
he had formerly made war on the reft of his country-men,
yet upon our arrival they all united, and pitched upon
him as the fitteft perfon to direct them at {o important a
conjuncture.

12. * Tie inland part of England arc inhabited by thofe Deferintan

that call themfelves natives of the country ; but the fea- of Eﬂahﬂ?
coafts by the Belgic Gauls, who, coming over either for ™ ¢ <
plunder or fettlements, when they had ended their wars, Englit.
cultivated the earth they were poflefled of, and for
the generality retained the names of the cities from whence
they came. The country is well peopied, and has plenty
of butldings, much after the fathion of thofe in Gaui,
They have infinite ftore of cattle, and for money they ufe
brafs and iron rings, which they barter with by weight.
'The midland countries produce fome tin ; and thofe nearer
the fea, iron, though not much of the latter; but theirbrals
i1s imported. ‘They have all kinds of wood to be met with
in (yaul, except the fig and beach-tree : they are not allow-
ed to eat either hare, hen, or goofe; yet they breed all
thefe for their fancy and diveriton. The climate is more
teraperate than in (.{aul, and the frofts lefs violent.

13. The ifland is triangular, one fide fituate over-againft
(5aul, at the eaft corner of which, where the county of
Kent lies, is the ufual laqding-place from Gaul ; the other
de looks towards the fouth ; and from one end to the other
teaches about §00 miles ; the welt angle lies towards Spain
and Ireland, an ifland generally eftcemed to be half as large
ws-the other, and about the fame diltance from England as

b G 2 kEngland
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wAR IN England is from Gaul ; in the middle between thefe two
GAUL. lies the Ifle of man, befides feveral other fmaller iflands
b~ {cattered up and down, of which fome affirm, that for
thirty days {ucceflively in winter they are deprived of light :
but we received no fuch information during our ftay, only
obferved from our way of meafuring time by the running of
water in our hour-pots, that the nights were fhorter than
in Gaul: The lengtn of this fide, according to their com-
putation, is about 700 miles, The third fide lies north- -
ward, and fronts the open fea, except in one angle, which
points towards Germany ; and the extent of this is gene-
rally computed to be 800 miles ; fo that the circumference
of the whole ifland is 2000 miles, ‘

14. 1he moft civiliz’d people among them are the Kent.
ilh men, whofe country lies altogether upon the fea-
coafts ; and whole cufloms are much the fame with thofe
of the Gauls. The inland pepole feldom trouble them-
felves with agriculture, living on milk and flefh-meat, and
are clad with fkins ; but all of them paint themfelves blue
with woad, that they may ‘look the more dreadful to their
enemies in battle. 1 he hair of their heads they wear very
long, but fhave all the reft of their bodies, except the upper
lip. 'I'en or a dozen have one wife in common amongift
them, efpecially if they are brothers, and the parents often
lic with their own iflue; but he who firft married the wo-
man, whilftfhe was a maid, fathers all the children.”

CHAP. VL

The Englifa 15, THE enemy’s horfe and chariots had a fharp fkir-

’l'f;ﬁ{‘:ntsh“ mifh with our men during their march ; but the Romans

whilt on  repulling them trom all fides, drove ‘them into the woods,

ﬁ:fiir march,and having flain a great many, purfued the reft fo far,

pulfed.They that they loft fome of their own party. Not long after,

return again, the Englifh returning, whilft the Romans, who little ex-

pected them, were fortifying their camp, made a fudden

{ally out of the woods, and fell upon our advanced guard;

whercupon Cafar detached two cohorts, the firft of two le-

gions, to their afliftance. "T'hefe cohoits, were drawn up

very near each other; but the enemy, whillk our men

were furprized with their new way of fighting, bolaly

broke through the midft of them, and returncd again with-

snine . Outrecciving any lofs; in which altion Q_ Labienus Du-

rnave.  Tus was killed ;3 but at laflt fome frefh cohorts comine up to
puleds ourrchef, the Englifh were repulfed.

16, ¢ This
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16. ¢ This engagement happening in the view of the WAR- IN
whole army, evéry one perceived that the legionary foldiers GAUL.

were not a fit match for fuch an enemy, becaufe the weight ‘s

of their armour would not permit them to purfue, nor durft 12¢ advan-

: . tages the
they go too far from their colours ; neither could the caval- EE;‘;]}; had

ry encounter them, becaufe the Englifh often pretended overthe Ro-

a retreat, and having drawn them from the legions, would E:“i}rghﬁéf
forfake their chariots, and fight on foot, at a great advan- in;. -
tage : and when they were mounted, they were equally fa-

tal to our horfe, whether we purfued or fled. Another dif~
advantage was, that the enemy never fought in clofe batta-

lions, butin{mall parties, at a great diftance from one ano-

ther, each of them having their particular poft allotted,

" from whence they received fupplies, and the weary were
relieved by the frefh.”

CHAP. VII

17. THE day after the enemy lodg’d themfelves in the The Englith
hills, at a confiderable diftance from our camp, but fel- 2tck the
dom appear’d, not being fo eager at fkirmifhing with our iﬂ::':'" fo-
cavalry as before ; but about noon, when Czfar had de- -
tach’d three legions and all the cavalry under the com-
mand of C. Trebonius to forage, on'a fudden they affaul-
ted our foragers from all fides, and even came up with
the legions and their ftandards ; but the Romans returning
their charge very brifkly, beat them back again, nor did our but are ront-
cavalry delift from the purfuit "till they had entirely routed F‘; ‘”‘;‘;‘c?z;‘s'
them, depending on the legions, who followed clofe after,
to fuftain them in cafe of neceflity. They put a great
many of the enemy to the fword, and purfued the reft o
clofe, that they neither allowed them time to rally, to
make a ftand, or forfake their chariots. Upon this rout
- the auxiliary troops that had come from all parts, defer-
ted them, nor were they ever able after this to make any
confiderable head againit us.

18. Cefar, being apprized of their intention, march’d Cxefar forcs
his army into the confines of Caffivellaunus, towards theThames.
the Thames, which river is only fordable in one place,
and that with great difficulty, So fuon as’he came thither,
he faw the enemy’s forces drawn up in a confiderable
body on the oppofite bank, which was fortified with fharp
ftakes ; and they had driven likewife many piles of the
fame kind into the bottom of the river, whofe tops were
covered by the water. Cafar, having intelligence of

G 3 this
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wAR IN this from the prifoners and deferters, fent his cavalry be-
GauL. fore, commanding the legions to follow clofe after them ;-
oo~ and with fuch expcdition did they perform his orders,
And puts  though the water took them up to the neck, that the ene-
Caflwelao- g not being able to fuftain their afiauit, forfook the

rus agein to
dight; ~ banks and fled,

CHAP VIIL

whoditha-as 19, T HUS Caflivelaunus, having loft all hopes
par: o* his  of {uccels by a battle, difbanded the greateft part of his tor-
i :ﬂ":hc ces, and retaining only about 40c0 chariots, obferved our
woods. motions from time to time, keeping himfelf at fome di-
ftance in the woods, or {uch places where the Romans could
have no accefs : from thofe countries to which he knew we
were to march he carried off the cattle and natives be-
fore-hand ; and whencver our cavalry ventured a httle
too far to lay the fields walte, being well acquainted
with all the roads and by-ways, he would detach a par-
ty of his chariots out of the woods to attack us; nor could
our horfe engage them without great dangei, v-hich pre-
vented our making fuch excurfions as we would have done
otherwife, and obliged Crefar not to permit his horfe to go
further to burn and deftroy, thun the legions were able to
attend them. _
Thepeople  20. In tne mean time the Trinobantes, who poftfs one
of Efiex and o the moft confiderable provinces in the ifland, fent embaf-
Mddlefex, (ad Cral. % hat thes suld (ubm; hi
adors to Lzlar, promufing that they wculd tubpmit to au,
and accept his commands, deliring that he would be pleafed
to defend Mandubratius from the oppreflion of Caflivellau-
nus, and fend him to them for their king and governor: this
Mandubratius was tne fon of Imanuentius, who formerly
poflefling that kingdom, was flain by Caffivellaunus ; and
to avoid his father’s fate, had fled to Cafar, in Gaul for
proter.on.  Ceaefar reftored Mandubratius to them, but
demandcd of them forty holtages, and corn for his army ;
which conditions they readily performed,
21. 'The Trinobantes thus proteéied from their enemies,
and fecured by his orders from being plundcred by his fol-

diers, the (&) Cenimagni, Segontiaci, Ancalites, Bibroci,

(b) Camden fays the Cenimagni were the fume with the Iceni, who'e pro-
vince conzained Suffolk, Nortolk, Cambridgefhire, and Huntingdonfhse, Se-
pontiaci, he thinks, were ariginally the Celpe, and places them in the hua-
ded of Hatthovin Flampfhue; the Bibroci he calis thofe chat inhabit the
hundred of Bray in Berlefbire ; the Ancalites that of Henley in Oxfordfhire 3
a-d the Cafli. the pewple of Buckinghamihive, Bed{ordthire, and Hertfurd-
fLir:, where this name s fall preferved in the honcied uf Calluw,

and
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and Caffi, fubmitted themfelves likewife by their embafla- war IN
dors to Czfar. From thefe he had intelligence that gauyp.
Caflivellaunus’s town, which was fortified with W00dS wa i
and marfhes, and ftored with plenty of men and cattle,

was but a fmall diftance from his camp; for the Englifh

call a thick wood, furrounded with a ditch, and for- What the
tified with a rampicr, a town, which they retire to, gnglith call-
when they are apprehenfive of incurfions from their neigh- ed « town.
bours. Thither he marched with his legions, and found

the place well fecured both by art and nature ; however he
endeavoured to ftorm it in two feveral places, and the

enemy being no longer able to fuftain the fury of the aflault,

fled out at another part of the wood. Here we found vaft The Englify
fortification

quantities of cattle, and many of the Englifh, who en- ;.
deavoured to make their efcape, being overtaken, loft
their [ives.

22. Caflivellaunus in the mean time fent embaffa« The four

dors to Kent, which, as we have already taken notice, lies kings of
y 1 Kent attack

toward the fea-coaft, and was governed by four kings, ; "p "~
Cingetorix, Carnillius, Taximagulus, and Segonax; camp, but
whom he commanded to attack our camp, where the

navy was laid up, with all the forces they could raife:

but (o foon as they arrived there, our men made a faily,

killed feveral of them, took Lugotorix, one of their chief
commanders, prifoner, and returned fafe again into

their trenches.  Caflivelaunus, upon the news of thisare resyipeg
defeat, reflefling on the many lofles he had received, with lofs.

that his country was laid walfte, but, above all, that Cuflivellau.
nus furrene

feveral provinces had already forfaken. the general alliancey 4. g
fent embaffadors to treat of a furrender, who were In-Cafarimpo.
t ‘oduced by Comius of Arras. Czfar defigning to quartcrt"’f‘b" tJ"-‘“”Y
that winter in Gaul, that he might prevent fudden infur- .. g
retions there, and becaufe the fummer was already far
{pent, and the remainder of it might eafily be fpun out with
delays, demanded hoftages, and appointed a yearly tribute
which the Englith (hould pay to the people of Rome ; not
forgetting ftrictly to prohibit Caflivellaunus from in-
juring Mandubratius, or the Trinobantes. _

23, Having reccived the hoftages, he marched his army
back again to the fea-fhore, where he found his fleet refit-
ted, and caufed it to be launched ; but confidering the
number of the captives was fo preat, and that fome of
our fhips had perithed in the ftorm, he refolved to tranf-
port his army at two voyages; whereby it fo fell out,

that not one veflel was loft which carried over .thc
G 4 foldicrs,
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WAR 1IN {oldiers, either this, or the foregoing year, tho’ the fhips
GAUL. were {o numerous, and the voyages {o frequent.

be~’  DBut very few of thofe which were fent back again from
Gaul, after they had landed the foldiers that were firft
carried over, nor of the f{ixty fhips which Labienus
had taken care to build, arrived fafe in England ; the refk
being driven back again by contrary winds: wherefore
Cezfar, having long cxpeted them in vain, leaft the win-
ter fhould prevent his voyage, the equinox being near at
hand, difpofed his foldiers clofer than he defigned, and tak-

Cazlr amivesINg the opportunity of an extraordinary calm, fet fail about

ime wnhthe ten o’clock at night, and arived fafe with his whole fleet at

reltol hikar- ¢he continent by break of day.

. my s Gau,
CHAP. IX

24. HAVING laid up his fleet in the docks, and held
zn aflembly of the Gauls at (¢} Amiens, becaufe the fum-
mer’s drought had made a f{carcity of corn that year, he
was obliged to quarter his legions otherwife than he had
done in former winters, and to diftribute them into feveral
countries; one legion, under the command of lieutenant
C. Fabijus; he fent to Teroiienne ; another under Q. Ci-
cero to Hainault a third under L. Rofcius to (4) Seez ; a
fourth under Titus Labienus, who had orders to quarter
in Rheims on the borders of Treves ; three others he
quartered in Belgium, under the command of M. Craflus
the queftor, Lu. Manutius Plancus, and Caius "1'rebonius
the . licutenants ; the legion which he had laft raifec
beyond the Po, with five cohorts, he fent into the coun-

~ try of Treves, which is governed by Ambiorix and Cativul-
cus, the greateft part of whofc territories lie between

the Mofe and the Rhine ; thefe he committed to the
charge of the licutenants Q. Tituriua Sabienus and L,
Arunculeius Cotta, By this diftribution of his legions,
Ca{ar thought he might cafily redrefs the want of pro-

. vifions ; yet all the legions lay within the compafs of
onc hundred miles, except thofec whom he had fent
under the command of L. Rolcius, into 3 maft quiet and

(¢) Somarobrina, Sc.liger calls Amiens, others Cambray, or St, Quintin ;
bur Sanfon fays pofitively "t the town of Amiens, and that it thould be read
Samatobriva, tor Briva or Lnga s an old Celtick word for a bridge; fo Sae
matc Hrva 1s a bridee over the Samara or Sosm, where Amiens now ftands,

(«) Lilui, fays Laudrand, are jnhabitants of Normandy, and their capital
the town now called Seezj bur Voflius think this a carruption of the text,
and that it fhould have bren /Edui, the people of Autun, Sanfon thinks
EiTui and Scflui or Scfinvil the fame people.

peaceable
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peaceable country; and he refolved to ftay himfelf in wap fn
Gaul, ’tillthe whole army had pofiefled themfelves of, and g ayy.
fortified their winter-quarters. Lo
25. In the country of Chartres lived Tafgetius, a man Tafgetius
cf the beft family there, whofe anceftors had formerly been E‘.r}d;f“g}by
kings of the place; and Cxfar, to reward that conflant of Cuh;::u:,.
virtue and affe€tion which he had given proofs of in all the
wars, had reftored him to the dignity of his forefathers :
but in the third year of his reign, his enemies, by
the affiftance of feveral of his fubjeéts; who were in the
confpiracy, publickly murdered him. Cafar had intelli-
gence of this, and being apprehenfive that fince {fo many
were concerned in the treafon, the country might revolt,
he commanded L. Plancus to march immediately with
his legion out of Belgium into Chartres, to apprehend all
fuch as had been concerned in the murder of Tafgetius,
and fend them prifoners to him : in the mean time he had
advice from all the queftors and lieutenants, to whofe charge
he had committed the legions, thatthey had fortified their

winter-quarters.
CHAP X

26. OUR legions had not been fettled above fifteen days The people
before Ambiorix and Cativulcus, at the inftigation of of Licge se-
Indutiomarus of Treves, made a fudden infurrection, :?:l{;tf;:fl{‘;:
ftirring up the people to rebel, after they had carried nun camp;
Sabinus and Cotta corn into their quarters, which
were in their confines. Having furprized the foldiers
who were gone to fetch in wood, their{ came in a
ftrong body to ftorm our camp 3 but the Romans imme-
diately repaired to their arms, and afcended the rampart,
whilll the Spanifh cavalry iffuing out from one fide, got the
better of their horfe ; whercupon, defpairing of fuccefs, the pye ae re-
enemy retreated ; and, according to their cuftom, demand- puifed ; de-
ed a conference, pretending they had fomething to fay firc a treaty,
which imported the publick good, and might conduce to-
wards making a peace. |

27. Whereupon C. Arpinius, 2 Roman kmght, one
of Titurius’s particular friends, and Q. Junius a Spamiard,
who had frequently been fent before by Cfar to Amblf)rig{,
were deputed to treat with them: to whom Ambiorix amtiorix's
fpoke to this effe®; ¢ That hc thought himfelf in- If{wr.-ch u:!m:
finitely indebted to Cefar for the many bencfits he ' omn €

' . . putics,
had formerly received from him; for having frlc_cd
um
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war INhim {rom that tribute which he ufed to pay his

GavuL. neighbours of INamur, and for fetting his fon and nephew

e~ 2t liberty, who had been detained amongft the other ho-
ftages fent to that country : wherefore he had not affault-
ed the Rumain camp out of inclination, but neceflity ; for
fuch was the conititution of his government, that the
people had no leis power over him, than he over them:
that his country had undertakci this war in compliance
with the fudden and general infurreGtion of all the pro-
vinces of {saul: that he was not f{o vain and unexperien-
ced, to imagine it poffibie for him with fo infignificant a
torce to overcome the Romans 3 but, by general confent,
the natives had pitched on that day tor attacking the Ro-
mans in their {feveral winter quarters, to prevent one le-
rion from coming to the afiiftance of another ; nor was
it peflible for the penple of Liege to deny theid country-
men any thing, efpecially where the recovery of their
public liberty was concerncd : but having now difcharg-
cd the duty owing to his country, gratitude obliged him
to admonifh Cafar, and friendihip to intreat Tliturius, to
confult the prefervation of themielves and {oldiers 3 for
a great number of German troops, whom the Gauls
had hired, had pallcd the Rhine two days before 5 there-
fore they might confider whether it were not betier for
them to leave their quarters, and march to Cicero, or
Jabienus, the firft not being above fifty miles diftant from
thcm, and the other but a little further @ for his part, he
promifed and obliged himfelf by oath, to grant them a fafe
paflage through his country, by which means he fhould at
the fame inftant oblige his countrymen, by frecing them -
from the burthen of winter-quarters, and make a grareful
zturn for the favours he had received from Ceaefar.” Thus
ending his fpeech he departed.

CHAP XL

28. C. Arpinius and Junius made their report to the
Neutcpnant penerals, of what they had heard, who being
much f{urprized, thought the advice not to be negleéted,

thoirth it came from an enemy ; and that ‘which weighed

moft with them was, they could not believe fo mean and

abfcure a people as thofe of Liege, would, of their own

acoord, prefume to make war on the Romans @ whercfore,
breRemam havine fummoned 2 conncil of war, long debates enfued.

¢ U B A1 L RO

Lac..s Arunculeru: Cotta, and feveral of the tribunes and
{11:%

1 1]
‘:-11'1 l'l
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firlt centurions were of opinion, ¢ They ouzht to do no~ war 1x
thing rafbly, and thatit was not proper to quit their quar~ gayL.
ters before they received commands from Cafar to that pur- (o et
po’e, becaule they were {o well fortified, that they were able Coua’s cpi-
o defend themfelves againit any number of Germans M°"
whatever ; witnefs the brave repulfe and many wounds the
enemy bad received at the firft attack ; nor did they want
provifions to {ubfift on, till they could rcceive relief from
Cazfar and the neighbouring garrifons ; and, in fine, that
nothing could be a greater argument of levity or cowardice,
than to follow an enemy’s advice in affairs of the greateft
importance.”’

2g. But on the other hand, Sabinus exclaimed, Sabinus
¢ They had but a very fhort time to confult in, for it opinwn.
would be too late to do any thing, when the enemy was
crown more powerful by conjunétion with the (ermans,
or when the neighbouriug garrifons fhould be diftrefled =
That he believed Czfar was already gone into Italy ; for
the people of Chartres would not have prefumed to murder
Talgetius, nor thofe of Liege fo impudently have at-
tompied to force our camp, it he had not been abflent:
"I"bat an enemy’s advice weighed not with him, but matter
of fict did; for the Rhine was not far off, the Germans
were much affli¢ted for the lofs of Arioviftus, and dif-
turbed at thz memory of our late victories ; the (auls
no lefs enraged, to reflect on the lofs of their former milita-
ry glory, and the many injuries they had rcceived fince
they weie reduced to the obedience of Rome: And laftly,
who could believe that Ambiorix would have engaged in
{fuch a defign without certain grounds? T'hat his opinion
was {afe on all fides ; for, if the Gauls bhad no further
defign:, they might without danger march to the next le-
gion ; but, if the whole country had been combiped with
the Germans, the only means of fafety confifted in ditpatch :
whereas no other event could be expected from the advice
or Cotta, and thofe of the contrary opinion, except
ftarving by a long fiege if they fhould avoid immediate
danger.”

30. The difpute was warmly maintained on both fides,
ard Sabinus’s opinion ftrongly oppofed by Cotta and the
chief officers of the legion ; whercupon Sabinus, that
the greateft part of the foldiers might hear him, cried out
aloud, ¢ Do as you pleafe, I am not more afraid to mect gypipuy
death than any of you; but let thuefe take: notice, thar ieply.

whatever misfortunes befal them, you are the perfon they
mufit
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war in muft thank for them; for, did not you prevent it,

GAUL.

The eouncil

g.out 1o
break Up,
the ofticeis
aelire an
un:on.

Cotra fub-
TTH15.

they might in three days time arrive at the next garrifon,
fhare the fame fate with their fellow-foldiers, and not pe-
rith by fword or famine, like an abject and abandoned
people.”

31. Upon this they were going to break up the coun-
cil ; when the reft of the officers embracing them both,
intreated they would not by their obftinacy plunge their
affairs into fo defperate a condition : that, provided they
were but of one opinion, there could be no difficulty either
in ftaying or going ; but their diflention was the ready
way to ruin. The difpute continued ’till midnight; at
length Cotta fubmitted to Sabinus’s opinion, and or-
ders were delivered out for marching by break of day.

Sabimus and The reft of the nicht was confumed in watching, ezch

C.ira bepin
it Manhe

Are attacke-
ed by an ama
hh(‘deﬂn

€ Yane'y

cuwdardice,

foidier being employed In confidering what he could carry,
and what part of the neceflaries provided againit
winter, he muflt be obliged to leave behindhim ; all things
were contrived to convince the foldiers there was no ftay-
ing without danger, and to encreale it by their watching
and faintnefs.

CHAP XIl.
FEARLY in the morning they began their march,

in long narrow files encumbered with much baggage, as
thole who had received advice from Ambionx thair
particular fricnd, not a treacherous encmy.

32. But the Gauls perceiving, by our tumultuous watch-
ing, and the noife we made all night, that we deligned to
decamp next morning, poflefled themfelves of two con-
venicnt and private places in the woods, about two miles
diftant from our camp, where they waited for us in ambuf-
cade ; and when the greateft part of our army had entercd
the valley, the enemy appearing on the rifing ground on
both fides, at the fame inftant attacked our rear, and op-
pofed the afcent of our vane-guard, engaging us in a place
of very great advantage.

33. T'hen was the time Titurius perceived his error ;
unprepared for fuch an event, he ran up and down trem-
bling, drew up his cohorts, but after fo awkward a manner, |
that he feemed to defpair of every thing, asit generally hap-

pens to thofe who are confulting when they {hould execute.

CHAP,
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away ; in the mean time, the place from whence we fallicd
was
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CHAP. XIIL

BUT Cotta, who forefaw this might poflibly be the ,p 1x
confequence of their march, and therefore had oppofed it, . .z,
negleted nothing which might be of advantage to the . ___4
public fafety, for he performed the part of an able general
in drawing up, and encouraging his men, and that of a
foldier in fighting. And becaufe the length of the army ren-
dered it difficult for the lieutenants to wvifit all parts, and
give the neceffury orders for rclief, they commanded the
foldiers to quit their baggage, and caft themfelves into an
orb ; which though proper at {fuch a comjunciure, yet at The Ro-
this time the {uccefs did not anfwer the defign, for it daunt- fans cat
ed our foldiers, and encouraged the enemy, who lookead fﬁ:ma;{':i
upon this expedient as the effect of defpair ; befides, as it tacir cc.ius
always happens in fuch circumftances, the foldiers forfak- ficn.
ing their enfigns, ran to the carriages, to rcfcue from
thence what they fet the greateft value on, and the whole
army was filled with clamour and weeping.

34. But the Gauls underftocd their bulinefs better; their
officers gave orders that not a man of them thould leave
his ranks; that the baggape was theirs, and whatever
the Romans had taken fuch care to lay up, would cer-
tainly fall into their hands, fince all depended on the vic-
tory.
The Romans were equal to the Guuls both in courage
and number; and though they were defested by fortune
and their general, ftill they piaced their hopes of fafety
in their valour 3 and whenever a cohortof the ecnemy’s 1al-
lied out, they made a contiderable flaughter amony them.

CHADP XIV.

WHICH Ambiorix obferving, gave ordors they ambiaas
fhould caft their darts at a diflance, and not approach too mana.c-
ncar the Romans ; that they fhould give way wherever.we et
made a fally, and purfuc us when vee returned azani to the
army; for by the lightnefs of their arms, and daly exerale
they were {o nimibley that they nught cahly as oid Lae iury
of our alfauit, ‘ _

35. 1 hefe dire@ions they ohlerved fo didipentiy, that
whenever a cobore left the b o articic them, they fled
away ; in the mean time, the place from wizenee we {allicd

Wao

-y
J
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war 1N wWas left expofed to the enemy’s darts, and when we en -
GAuL, deavourcd toretreat 2u2in o our poll, we were {urrounded
e~ Dy thofe we had put to flight, and the partics that ftood
next them 3 wiacrclore. to pretcnd to mawmntain our ground
had been invain, for we could neither have an opportunity
of thewinz oun courage, nor was it poflible for us, though
we ftood ever fo clofe together, to avord the darts of To
numerous an  enemy. But notwi: hitandinge we bad fo
many inconveniencics to encounter, and the Romans had
received fo ma any wounds, having fousht from break of
day "ull two o'clock in the afternvon, during ail that tuae
they committed nothing unworthy their pnhme Caurase
the brave Titus Balventius, who the vear before was pr:-
miple of 2 lcgion, a4 man of great authoriry, had both Ins
thighs {ftruck through with a javelin ; Q_ Lucanius, an
oﬂicer of the fume rank hghting couragioufly to relizve liis
ton, who was hemmed | m by the enemy, lott his life ; and
lleutcmntﬂ"cmnl [.. Cotta, whiift he was ENCouraging
the foldiers, rcceived a wouud in his mouth from a fing.

CHAPF XV,

&2l 26, OO Titurius, bemg dilla bed at this il fuccefs, 27
fends = de- he 4w Ambionix circouraging his men ata diftance, fent his
fiequaitste interpreter C. Pompeius, to “demand quarter for him and
Amblariy’'s hisfoidiers 3 to which Ambiorix made anfwer, ¢¢ "l'hat he
anfwer,  was ready to give him a conference if he defired it, and
hoped he fhiould be able to prevail with his countrymen to
grant the Romans quarter 3 but as for Titurius, he would
give him his oath, no hurt fhould befal him.” Having re-
ccived this anfwer, he afked Cotta (who before had been
wounded) whelher e would leave the battle, and go along
Cottarefu’es with him to confer with Ambiorix ; Cotta told him he
:_’;f;‘;;’m:i" thought it not properto confult with an armed enemy, and
therefore refolved not to go.
Sivinusgoes g7, VWhereupon Sabinus commanied the tribuncs, and
:’:,'_thifilﬂ;r'ﬁrft centurions, that were prefent to follow him; beins
aecom.  come near Ambionix, he was ordeied to lay Jown his
manded to - arms, which he did, bidding thole who were with him to
Iny down : 7 :
theis asmns, follow his example : but whilft they were treating about
the conditions, AmUiorix began to make a long fpeech,
during which time the Romans by degrees were furrounded
and then put and put to the fword.  Whercupon the cnemy, accordingz
tothefword, o sher cullom cried ont victory, making a dreadful noife,
1d Chargin o oour army itk Locat fury, broke our ranis
at
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at which time, L. Cotta fighting bravely, loft his life, war 1y
with the greatelt part of the army 3 the reft retreated to cavy,
the camp they had left in the merning, amongit which ey
number L. Pectrofidius, the eacle-bearer, finding himfelf ~ rak.lig,
opprefled by the enemy, caft the {tandard within the ram- f.ﬂi{f“ﬂmw
part, and manfully fuftained their fury before the camp, entirely ce-
'till he expired ; the reft were jult able to maintain their ff,h““
oround ’till night, at which time every man of them, de-, mil:.;i:::f
{pairing of prefervation, fell upon his own {word: fome ed to their
few who had efcaped out of the battle, travelled through camp, kill

. | ; theaifcives.
by-ways in the woods to Lubienus, and gave him an account """
of the action.

CHAP. XVI.
28. AMBIORIX was fo pufted up with this fuccefs, ambiorir

that he immediately went with his cavalry to Namur, the gvs o Na.
province which lay ncxt to his country, travelling day and T‘L",":ff:;
night without intermiffion, having left orders for the infan- 1 \acee
try to follow him. FHe gave the people an account of what to rebel,
he had done, and having {tirred them up to rebellion, ar-
rived the day afterin the confines of the Hainaultois, whom
he perfuaded not to omit {o glorious an opportunity of free-
ing themfelves for ever, and revenging the injurics they
had reccived from the Romans: He acquamted them
that he had already flain two of their licutenant-generals,
and put a confiderable part of their army to the {word ;
that it would be no difficult matter for them fuddenly to
attack, and cut off the legion in winter quarters under
the command of Cicero ; and that he was ready to affit
them in the enterprize, The Hainaultois were ealily gai-
ned over by thefe arguments,
39. Whereupon immediately difpatching embafiadors to
the (¢) Centrones, Grudii, Levaci, Pieumofhi, and Gor-
duni, who are all their wributaries ; and havins raifed whas
forces they could, they marched with great exned:icn t
Cicero’s quarters, and arrived there before ¢ Lad heard

the news of Titurius’s death,

() Scaliger and Ortelins fay the Cenrpnnea vere tha people of Toran-
talic an Savoy ; but ‘w.etar mrrctions tao ¢ untied of che - aome, ind
thelc we are now !peelere of, lved prhonoft vion Deles @ fre ontacs fafpeld
this 10 be acurgupton of the text, Lor Swfon tewes them ror thole b
now Jive about Ghenty the Grudn he ricesar Brupos, the Levaciin the
county of Waes in Flandery, the Plemmneinin tae do 20 of Touiray, and the
Gorduni in the b.ilivack of Coure y 5 probsble conp S a0, ieen from e
Bivenn Of thie place, and Hvlemcd'e atymolb gl

C 1A P
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wanr N Wwas left expofed to the enemy’s darts, and when we en -

GAuL. deavoured ro retreat 22ain to our poft, we were furrounded

e, ~=s Dy thofe we had put to flight, and the parties that ftood
next them ; whercfore, to pretend to maintain our ground
had been nvain, for we could neither have an opportunity
of fhew:ing our courage, nor was it poflible for us, though
we ftood ever fo clofe together, to avoid the darts of fo
numerous an enemy. But notwith{tanding we had fo
many inconveniencies to encounter, and the Romans had
received {o many wounds, having fought from break of
day ’ull two o'clock in the aﬂ:ernuon, during all that time
they committed nothing unworthy their priftine courage :
the brave Titus Balventlus, who the year before was pri-
miple of a legion, 4 man of great authorlry had both Ins
thighs ftruck through with a javelin ; Q. Lucanius, an
officer of the fame rank, fighting couraglouﬂy to relieve his
fon, who was hemmed in by the enemy, loit his life ; and
lieutenant-general L. Cotta, whilft he was encouraging
the foldiers, rcceived a wound in his mouth from a finigz.

CHAP XV,

Sabinus 2h. . Titurius, being diftu;bed at this il fuccefs, 23

fends w0 de- he faw Ambiorix ciicouraging his men at a diftance, fent his

firequartere interpreter C. Pompelus, to “demand quarter for him and

Ambioriy's his foldiers 3 to which Ambiorix made anfwer, ¢¢ T'hat he

anfwer,  was ready to give him a conference if he defired it, and

hoped he fhould be able to prevail with his countrymen to

grant the Romans quarter ; but as for Titurius, he would

give him his oath, no hurt fhould befal him.” Having re-

ceived this anfwer, he afked Cotta (who before had been

wounded) whether he would leave the battle, and go along

Cottarelules with him to confer with Ambiorix ; Cotta told him he

o B0 in the thought it not proper to confult with an armed enemy, and
therefore refolved not to go.

S'Thli’}"!‘ soes 37, Whereupon Sabinus commanded the tribuncs, and

. They Arit centurions, that were prefent to follow him; being

arecom. come near Ambiorix, he was ordcied to lay down his

;f“"d‘t:-'i;ﬂ arms, w_hich he did, bidding_ thole who were wi;th him to

uf;,mm, follow his example : but whilft they were treating about

the conditions, Ambiorix began to make a long fpeech,

during which time the Romans by degrees were furrounded

and then put and put to the fword.  Whercupon the cnemy, according

tothefword, po 'hc.r cultom cried out victory, making a dreadful nmﬁ.,

and chargurr gur army with wieat fury, broke our ranks ;

at
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at which time, L. Cotta fighting bravely, loft his life, waAr 1y
with the greateft part of the army ; the reft retreated to GavL,
the camp they had left in the morming, amongft which Aty
number L. Petrofidius, the eagle-bearer, finding himfelf “<rakilig,
opprefled by the enemy, caft the ftandard within the ram- i"}f{u;f“arm
part, and manfully fuftained their fury before the camp, entirely de.
till he expired ; the reft were juft able to maintain their ‘,'lir'fld-
ground ’ull night, at which time every man of them, de- ,,, ::;::i‘:
{pairing of prefervation, fell upon his own fword : fome ed to their
few who had efcaped out of the battle, travelled through ¢3me, kill

' " : th 3a
by-ways in the woods to Labienus, and gave him an account emlelve
of the adtion.

CHAP XV

r

38. AMBIORIX was fo pufted up with this fuccefs, Ambiorix
that he immediately went with his cavalry to Namur, the gocsto Na-
province which lay next to his country, travelling day and ';1‘:1”2?:;
night without intermiffion, having left orders for the infan- ;¢ yaie:
try to follow him. He gave the people an account of what to rebel,
he had done, and having ftirred them up to rebellion, ar-
rived the day after in the confines of the Hainaultois, whom
he perfuaded not to omit fo glorious an opportunity of free-
ing themfelves for ever, and revenging the injuries they
had received from the Romans : He acquamnted them
that he had already {lain two of their licutenant-generals,
and put a confiderable part of their army to the {word
that it would be no difficult matter for them fuddenly to
attack, and cut off the legion in winter quarters under
the command of Cicero ; and that he was ready to afhift
them in the enterprize. The Hainaultois were eafily gai-
ned over by thefe arguments,

39. Whereupon immediately difpatching embafladors to
the (¢) Centrones, Grudii, Levaci, Pieumofi, and Gor-
duni, who are all their tributaries ; and having raifed whac
forces they could, they marched with great exped:icn to
Cicero’s quarters, and arrived there before bz had heard

the news of Titurius’s death.

(¢} Scaliger and Ortelius fay the Centrones were tha people of Taran-
taile 10 Savoy; but C.elar mentions two ceuntoms of che fiiae nime, o0d
thele we are now !peaking of, lived pmoneft tiie Belvw ¢ [ome criticy fulhelX
this 10 be a corruption ot the text, bur Sanfon rteokes them rur thole chie
now live about Ghentj the Grudu he pircesat Brugres, the Levaci in the
county of Whaes in Flanders, the Plenmofi in the dicczic of Tournay, and the
CGordani tn the hailiwick of Courtray 5 probsble conjeflu-es tilken trem the
Bituation Of the place, and farleten’a ctymolepicc,

rq
Crt AP
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CHAP XVIL

war 1n  HERE likewife it fell out (as of neceffity it muft) that
cauL. the enemy’s horfefurprifed fome of the Romans, who were
tm ==t gone to fetch in timber to {trengthen their fortreffes : thefe
being thus fecured, the people of Chartrain, Namur, and
Hainault, wnth all their confederates and tributaries, a
mounting to a great number, began to ftorm the Roman
The enemy Camp : whereupon our men immediately repaired to their
endeavour to arms, alcended the rampicr, and with great difficulty, fuf-
gz;’:::i’:m , tained the enemy’s charge, for the Gauls had placed all
under Cice- their hopes in difpatch, and promiied themfelves perpetual
ro’s m";* fuccels, if they could but obtain the victory that day.
:::lﬁ;ul:gi- 40. In the mean time Cicero fent away couriers with
2il expedition to Ca:far, promifing them confiderable rea
wards, in cafe they had the fortune to arrive fafe with his
packets ; but the ways round about were f{o blocked up,
that they were all intercepted : however, in one night with
incredible celerity, he built to the number of 120 towers
(of the wood which the foldiers brought into the camp for
the fortifications }io compleat his works where they feem-
cd imperfet. ‘I'he next day the enemy, with a much
The Gauls _ ’ .
cremot o fe. 2reater force than before, ftorm’d our camp a fecond time,
cond ftorm ; filled the ditch, but were again repulfed; and the fame
burareagain thing they attempted feveral days together, with the like
repulleds  ficcefs. ‘The Romans in the mean while laboured incef-
uccefs 1 ince
fantly at their works in the night, nor were either the fick
or wounded permitted to reft; whatever was neceflary to
defeat the next day’s affault was provided in the night, fe.
veral ftakes were harden’d in the fire, plenty of piles driven
into the ground ; the towers were boarded, the battlements
Cicero’'s  and parapets fortified with breaft-works of hurdles: and
aibgence,  even Cicero, though of a weakly conftitution, did not al-
low himfelf time to reft in the night, ’till the foldiers un.

animoufly deftred him to confuit his health.
CHAP XVII.

The Hai- 41. THE Hainaultois finding themfclves thus difapa
nultos ufe pointed, their noblemen, who had formerly any acquaint-
thefamef(lra- : . ~e ' A .

agem with  ance or friendthip with Cicero, defir'd aconference 3 which
Cicero, s Deing ranted, they ufed the fame artifice as Ambiorix
Amowes — had formerly done with Sabinus : ¢¢ They told him all

1thSa. . | ’
{:ﬂfu::nh " the kingdoms of Gaul were in arms; that the Germans
Cottd, had
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had pafled the Rhine ; that Czfar’s, and the reft of the wwap n
winter-quarters were befieged ; that Sabinus was killed, gaipL.
and as a proof of it, produced Ambiorix t0 their VIEW ; o eed
wherefore Cicero would be much in the wrong, to flat-

ter himfelf with hopes of relief from thoft that were "not

able to maintain their own ground : yet fuch was their

efteem for him and the people of Rome, that they would

deny them nothing except their taking up winter quat-

ters in their country, which they would by no means per-

mit to grow cuftomary ; but it they had 4 mind to quit

their garrifon, the Gauls would allow them fafe paffage

through their territories, to fuch place as they defigned to

march to.”

To this Cicero only anfwered, ¢ That it was not Cicero’s
ufual with the Romans to accept conditions from an armed *"**"
enemy ; but if they would lay down their arms, and make
ufe of his interceflion, they might fend embafladors to
Czfar, from whofe clemency he believed they would
obtain fuch redrels as they defired.”

CHAP. XIX.

/

42. THIS ftratagem failing, the Hainaultois furround- The Hi-
ed our camp with a rampier cleven foot high, and a ditch P2 fur-
fiftecn foot deep. Thhis piece of fortification they had Roman
learned fome years before, partly from the Romans, and mp wif-f;
partly from the prifoners they had taken; but wanting in- :‘;‘;;‘;;’;
ftruments proper for the occafion, they were forced to cur
up turf with their fwords, to dig mould with their hands,
and carry it in their cloaks; from whence we may form
a judgment how numerous they were ; for in lefs than the
{pace of three hours they had compleated a circumvalla-
tion (a) fifteen miles in length : the following days they
raifed turrets in proportion to the heighth of the rampier,
and prepared fcythes and penthoufes according to the in-
ftruction of the captives.

43. The feventh day of the fiege, the wind being high, The G"“T‘;o
they began to fling burning bullets made of clay, and red ﬁ‘:mﬁ'(_',m..
hot iron upon the Roman barracks, which after the man- | ¢ ump-
ner of the Gauls being thatched with ftraw, immediate-
ly took fire, and the fparks were in an inftant diftributed
by the wind all over the camp ; whereupon the ¢nemy, as
if alrca? fccure of victory, wicth great clamour ap-

proached our rampier with their turrcts, mounts, pent-

(a) But the Roman miles only confifted of 000 pacet, which is §0 paces
lefs than ours, and theif feet were abaut half au inch thonter than oo-s, Udan

the whole, their mile was near a tenth lefs than vurs, 21 Englith making 21

Romuan miles,
H houfes,
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w AR IN houfes, and enceavcured to {cale it ; but fo great was the

.GAUL. foldiers couraze and prefence of mind, that though they

o~ were {urrounded by the flames, and overwhelmed with an
infinite number of darts 3 though they faw their effets
burning before cheir face, yet not a man foriook the
rampier, or caft in eye upon his departing baggage, each
bravely maintaiming his ground againft the attempt of the
cnemy. This was the bloodieft day our men endured
fince the beginning of the fiege ; but they had the good for-
tune to kill and wound confderable nnmbers of the Gauls,
who crouded fo clofe to the rampicr, that the hindmotft
prevented the front from retiring : By that time the fire was
a little abated, the cnemy had joined one of their tur-
rcts to our rumpier ; whercupon the centurions of the
third cobort retired from their poft, and, drawing oft their
men, beckouned to the Gauls, and defired them to enter
if they plealed ; but not a man of them had the courage to
move. Then our foldiers affaulting them from all fides
with {tones, {et their turret on fire.

CHAP XX

Pulfio and 44. THERE were in this legion two centurions, both

Varenus,  men of extraordinary courage, that {tood fair for prefer-

their genes ment, T. Pulfio, and L. Varenus, Thele two were
rous cmula- . ‘ . . '

trom, continually difputing for the preference, each flriving

to be advanced above the other at every year’'s promo-

tion: Pulfio in the heat of the attack, cried out, ¢ Va-

renus | what now dctains ycu ! what more glorious op-

portunity would you defive to fignalize yourlelf? this day

{hall decide the difpute between us, and put anend to

our emulation.” Then leaving the camp, he threw him-

felf in amongft the thickelt ot the Gauls, and was foon

followed, at fome diftance, by his rival, whom honour

would not permit to ftay bchind. Pulfio caft his pile

at the cnemy, and gave one of them, who was haften-

ing to engage him, fuch a wound, that he immediately

dropped ; butthey foon covered him with their fhields, and

all difcharged their darts at Pulfio, without giving him

leifure to retire ; onc of which piercing his fhicld, ftuck

faft in his belt, and turning afide his fcabbard, bindered

his right hand fiom drawing his {word before he was fur-

rounded. At this inflant Varenus came to his affift-

ance, and the encmy left Pulhie, fancying the dart

had already done his bufinefs, to arack Varenus;

who havine drawn his fwordy killed the feft that came

2 ncar
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near hirm, and obliged the reft in fome meafure to tetreat ;WaARrR IR
but being too eager in prefling forwards upon a defcent, GAUL.
he fell down : Pulfio having in the mean time recover- ‘e =
ed himfelf, now in his turn faved Varenus, and both
together, after they had flam feveral of the Gauls, and
acquired infinite applaufe, seturned f{afe to their trenches:

So far did Fortune intereft herfelf in this glorious contelt,

that fhe gave each an opportunity of refcuing his rival ;

but left it dubious which of the two merited the greater

honout.

CHAP XXL

45. GREAT part of our foldiers being wounded, we
had very few left that were fit for fervice : wherefore, the
hotter the fiege grew, the more couriers did Cicero dif-
patch to Ceafar, though feveral of them were taken,
and racked to death- within view of our foldiers. But Cicero fends
there happened to be one Vertico, a gentleman ofCafar word
Hainault, in our camp, who came over to the Romans at E:ﬁ!:;fmﬂf,
the beginning of the {iege, and had given fufficient proofsthe affiftance
of his fidelity : this gentleman, with promifes of libertyof Verticos
and confiderable rewards, perfuaded one of his flaves to
carry a packet to Cafar, which he tied to lus javelin:
being a native of the country, he pafled without the leaft
{ufpicion through the Hainaultois, and arrived fafe at Cz-
far’s quarters, who was informed by this means of the
danger Cicero and hislegion were in.

46. Immediately on reecipt of this packet, about fvecCzfrrc-
o'clock in the afterncon, he fent orders to M. Craffus,seives the

. . 7 letters, and

pay-mafter of the army, whofe quarters were in Beauvois, iy mediately
about twenty-five miles off, that he fhould draw out hisprepares to
legion at midnight, and march with all the expedition he relieve him,
could to join him. Craflus immediately fet out with the
courier : Another was difpatched to lieutenant C. Fabius
whom he commanded to meet him on the borders of Ar-
ras, through which he defigned to march : he writ like-
wife to Labienus to meet him on the confines of Hain-
ault, if he could do it with fafety. He thought it not
advifeable to wait for the reft of his army, which lay at
a greater diftance ; only fent for about 400 horfe from
the neareft garrifons.

47. At nine in the morning he had notice from his {couts
of Craflus’s approach, and having marched that day
about twenty miles, he made him governor of Amiens, and
left him with a legion to take care of the baggage of the

M 2 army,
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wAr IN army, the hoftages, publick papers, and all the provifions
caurn. which had been laid up there for the winter. Fabius,
e et according to his orders, met Cafar at the time and place
appointed ; but Labienus having notice of Sabinus’s
death, thelofs of his cohorts, and under(tanding that all
the forces of Treves were marching towards him, was ap-
prehenfive, in cafe he fhould quit his quarters, the enemy
might milconftrue it for a flight; and that it would be im-
poffible for him to fuftain their aflault, who were flufh’d
with the fuccefs of their late viCtory ; wherefore he fent
Czfar word of what dangerous confequence it might be
to leave his garrifon, after what had happened in Liege,
efpecially fince all the horfe and foot of the people of
Treves lay not above three miles diftant from his camp,
Cafar ar- 48. Cazfar approved of his reafons, and though the
rives on the expectation of his three legions was now reduced only to
Hainault, two, yet, placing all his hopes of the publick fafety in dif-
patch, he arrived by long marches on the confines of Hai-
nault, where he was informed from fome prifoners, of
Cicero’s condinion, and what danger he was in: then
perfuading a trooper of (Gaul by confiderable rewards to
fends Cicero CAITY 2 letter to Cicero, he writ it in Greek characters,
word of his that, if it happened to fall into the enemy’s hands, they
march to his might not be able to underftand it; and if the meflenger
relief. had not an opportunity of getting into the camy, he had
inftructions to faften the packet by a ftring to his javelin,
and caft it within the trenches, In this letter Cfar fent
Cicero word, that he would very fhortly come with his
legions to his affiftance, and therefore encouraged him to
perfevere in his wonted conftancy. The Gaul being ap-
prehenfive of danger, according to orders caft his javelin
within the fortifications, which by accident lighted upon a
tower, where it {tuck two days before it was obferved by
the Romans; but the third day one of our foldiers found
Cicero finds the letter, and brought it to Cicero, who read it pub-
Cefur's let- lickly to the befieged, which gave them no fimall fatisfac-
' tion ; and not long after, by the fmoke of the fires atfome
diftance, they were thoroughly convinced of Cafar’s ap-
proach. |
TheGauls 49, The *Gauls having notice of this by their {couts,
gnitthe  immediately quitted the ficge, and marched with all theix
1ieee, Cieero . . :
fends Ceefay fOrces toward Cefar, which amounted to 60000 men.
woid of it, Cicero being now at liberty, tock care to find out Ver-
tico’s flave, the Gaul before-mentioned, and giving him

direélions to travel with all the caution and diligence pol-
fible,
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fible, fent him with a packet to Czfar, informing him, war 1n
that the enemy, having broken up the fiege, were march~ ¢aur.

ing with all their forces again{t him. ey et

Cefar received this packet about mid-night; where-
upon he communicated the contents of it to his army, and
encouraged them to fight. The next day early he encamp’d
and baving marched about four miles, crofs a fpacious
vale, through which there ran a river, hedefcry’d the ene-
my ; but thinking it dangerous to engage fo numerous an
army in a place of difadvantage, and confidering that fince
he had already raifed the fiege, there was no neceflity for
fuch violent expedition, he chofe as advantageous a place
as he could to encamp in, which he fortified ; and tho” he C=fr en-
had hardly (4) 7000 men in his army, who having no bag- “""P*
gage, could not require much ground to lodge themfelvcs
in; yet, to increafe the pride of the enemy, he contrali-
ed the f{paces between the tents more than ufual, and
in the mean time difpatched his fcouts to difcover which was
the moft convenient way to crofs the valley.

50. There happened the fame day feveral {kirmifhes be-
tween the enemy’s cavalry and ours on the banks of the
river; but both armies kept within their camp ; the Gauls,
becaufe they expected the arrival of frefh recruits; and
Cefar, becaufe he endeavoured by a counterfeit fear to
draw the enemy out of the valley, that he might have the
opportunity of engaging them before his camp ; or at leaft,
if he could not effet that defign, that having difcovered
the fafeft ways, he might crofs the river, and pafs the val-

ley with les danger. 'T'he next morning by break of day, The Icagln
d attaclk Ui -

the enemy’s cavalry marching up to our camp, engaged ;'
) .F's camp,
our horfe, who, by Ceafar’s command, gave ground,
and retreated into the camp; he likewife caufed the ram- cppars iys.
pier on all fides to be buile higher, the gates to be ftopp’d tagem.
~up and that the foldiers, in the execution of their or-
ders, fhould give all the demonftrations of fear and con-

fufion imaginable.
51. The enemy, enticed by thefe artifices, crofs’d the

river with all their forces, and drew up their army n a
very difadvantageous place; our men having retired [rom
the rampier, they approached our camp, cait their darrs
within the trenches from all fides, and fent heralds round
about to proclaim, that if any Gaul or Roman would
come over to them before nine of the clock, they would
grant him quarter ; but, that time once expired, it would
too late to expefl it: nay, fo contemptible were we

( b) Then we muft fuprofe hislegions were not compleat,

H 3 their
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w AR IN theiropinion, that, becaufe they fancied they could noten-
GaulL. ter the ports of our camp, which he had ftopp’d up with
e~ 2 fingle row of turfs, to make a {eeming oppofition, fome
endeavour’d to fcramble up the rampier without ladders,
oo whillt others began to fil the ditch : whereupon Cefar,
Ziar routs . - y
the Hainael. caufing his horfe to fally out from all the ports at the fame
tuis, inftant, put the enemy immediately to flight, not a man
of them daring to make the leaft oppofition ; feveral of
them he put to the {word, and others were glad to furren-
der their arms.

52. Cefar thought it not convenient to purfue, be-
caufe of the intervening woods and maifhes ; wherefore be-
ing fatisfied with the execution he had already done upon
the enemy in that place, he arrived {afe the fame day with

Marchesto all his forces at Cicero’s camp, where he was amazed to

Cicero, behold the turrets, penthoufes, and fortifications of the
Gauls. Having drawn out the legion, he perceived not a
tenth man had efcaped without wounds, from whence he
computed with how much valour and danger they had de-
fended their camp ; wherefore applauding Cicero and
the legion for their courage, he fpoke to every centurion
and tribune by name, who, as Cicero informed him,
had fignalized himfelt in the fiege, Having a particular
account by the captives of the fate of Sabinus and Cotta,
the next day, in a publick oration, he comforted the
{oldiers upon fo melancholy a circumftance, telling them,

cers ¢ Theyfhould be the lefs difturbed atthe lofs occafioned by

fneechon  the rafhnefs of a lieutenant, fince, by the favour aof the

Sibinus’s  jmmortal (Gods, their virtue had expiated that fhame, in

“efedt- allowing the enemy but a fhort time to glory in their fuc-
cefs, or themfeclves to deplore their misfortune.”

CHAP XXIL

Labienus 2. THE fame of Czfar’s viftory was carried with
hearsef Cx. incredible fpeed through the country of Rheims to Labie-
far’s fuccels. ys 3 for though his quarters lay hfty miles diftant from the
place of adtion, which was not ended before three o’clock
in the afternoon, yet before inidnight at the ports of his
camp were heard the acclamations of the people of Rheims,
congratulating Labicnus  on Cwmfar’s fuccefls,  Upon
Wherenpon this news, Indutiomarus with his countrymen, who
fadu i na- defigncd to have attacked Labienus’s quarters the next
home. day, decamped in the night, and returned to Treves,
Cxefar fent Fabius back again, with the legion under

his command, to his winter-quarters, defigning to ftay
| himfelf
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him{clf with three other legions, to be lodged in feveral war 1N
places about Amiens ; and fince Gaul was fo full of com- gayL.
motions, he relolved to ftay there the reft of the winter ; «m a—a
for fuch was the effeCt of Sabinus’s death, that every
province of Gaul {ent mutual embaflies to inform each
other of their dehgns, and where they would begin the
war ; fo great was their diligence, they met in private
places in the night, to confult of their affairs ; and fcarce
a day pafled all that wister, but what gave Cazfar fome
folicitude from the intelligence he had of new refolves or , .
. . . SrmariceE
infurre€tions in the country. Amongft the reft, he was Civuats, or
informed by L. Rofcius, to whom he had given the com- the people
mand of the thirteenth legion, that a confiderable number ‘;;f Norm 1~
. ., . dyand Rn-
of Gauls from Normandy and Britain had marched within tain < efign
eicht miles of his quarters, defigning to beficge him, but to befiege
having intelligence of Cafar’s victory, returned with as {if";zﬁt;
much precipitation to their own country, as if they had news of <
been put to flight. Cirar's
54. Whereupon Czfar fummoned the chief noblemen :fn“’y e
of every ftate, and by intimidating fome, in telling them
he was acquainted with their defigns, and encouraging
others to continue loyal, he preferved great part of the
country in obedience. DBut the people of Sens, the moft t}”s’ perple
puiffant and confiderable province in Gaul, by general con- gy oo
fent endeavoured to murder Cavarinus, whom Cafar Cavarinus
had conftituted their king, whofe brother Moritafgus ¢! m
was poflefled of the throne at Cefar’s arrival in Gaul, g, %
and whofe anceftors had been fovercigns there long before.
The poor prince having notice of their defign, preparcd
for his fafety by flizht, but they purfued him to the con-
fines of their country, and deprived him as well of his pri-
vate patrimony, as his kingdom. Having fent embalfadors
to Ceefar, to clear themfelves, he commanded the whole
fenate to appear before him: which they refufed to com-
ply with, So far did this example prevail amongit the
Barbarians, that fome were fo hardy as to duclare open
war 3 and fo wonderful an alteration did it work through
the whole country, that there was not a province which
was not {ufpefted, (cxcept Autun and Rheims, two coun-
trics always eftcemed by Cafar, the firft for s ancient
and conftant fidclity to the people of Rome, the other
for the late fervices it had done in the Gallic wars.) Which
may be accounted for from feveral reafons, but efpecially
from that uneafinefs they felt in {eeing themlelves, who for-
merly cxcelled all other nations in war, {o milich fallen
H 4 from
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wAR IN from their antient glory as to become vaflals to the peopl®
GAUL. of Rome. ‘
‘~—~t 55. But Indutiomarus and his countrymen of Treves
Indwioma- were very bufy all the winter, in f{ending embafladors
E’frnff::i{i crofs the Rhine, to folicit the Germans by promiles of
afiftanc:,  money to their affiftance, afluring them for their en-
but is refu- couragement, that the greateft puart of the Roman army
ded. was already cut off. But not one province of (Germany
could they bring over to their party, for they all {ent them
word, they had twice experienced the courage of the Ro-
mans to their forrow, in the defeat- of Aroviftus, and
However he the people of Hefie and Zutphen ; nor would they venture
rafes an a1- to try their fortunes again. Indutiomarus, being dif-
my at heme o onomnted of this expectation, was neverthclefs diligent in
raifing forces at home and in the neighbouring provinces,
in providing horfes, and encouraging out-laws to repair to
his ftandard bv confiderable rewards : {o great was the
credit and authority he acquired by this means throughout
the whole continent, that there came embaffadors to him
from every part of Gaul, as well in publick as privately,
to folicit hyis alliance.

‘¢6, Underftanding that the people of Sens and Char-
tre of one fide, pulh’d on by the remembrance of their
late revolt, were marching to join him ; that thofe of Hai-
nault ausd Namur, on the other fide, were preparing to
make war again{t the Romans ; and that he fhould not

fndutioma- want volunteers, whenever he marched out of_his couf-
voscalla ¢ry he called a council of war. The cuftom of the
council of ~ - . . .
war. Gauls, before they proclaim war is this ; ¢¢ They fum-
Theeufiom mon gll the youth of the country, that are able to bear
';f;{:" " arms, to a general place of rendezvous, and he that has
dic,::,_. w:,._ the misfortune to come laft, in the prefence of the reft
1s put to death with the cruclleft torments they can inflict
upon him.” At this council Indutiomarus took e¢are
that his fon.in-law Cingetorix, head of the oppofite
Hepro-  fatjon, who, as we have already taken notice, be-
climsCin- haved himfelf faithfully to Cafar, fhould be proclaimed
";3“"““' a rebel, and his goods confifcated: then he acquainted
' his countrymen, that he was called upon for his afliftance
by the pevple of Sens, Chartres, and [everal other provin-
ces of Gaul; wherefore he defigned to march through the
confines of Rheims, and iy their country wafte ; but firft
he would befiege Labienus, and accordingly difpatch’d
Labienus be- fuch orders as he thought moft convenient. R
fucged, 57. Labicnds’s quarers  being cqually  fortified both
by art and nature, he was not in the leaft unealy for him-

felf
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felf or his legion; but thinking it convenient to lay hold WAR N
of every advantageous opportunity, upon the intelligence GAUL.
he received of Indutiomarus’s defigns, from Cingetorix ‘v’
and fome of his relations, who were prefent at the coun-
cil, he fent commiflaries to bring him cavalry from all the
countries round about, to whom he appointed a certain
day of rendezvous. In the mean while, Indutiomarus
with all bis horfe rode about the Roman camp, fometimes
to difcover our fituation, and fometimes to confer with, and
threaten us, each of them cafting his dart within our ram-
pier; but Labienus fuffered not his men to move out of
their trenches, and contrived all the means he could to con-
vince the enemy of his fear.

58. Indutiomarus vifited our trenches each day with
more contempt then before, till Labienus had, by the fa-
vour of the night, reccived the cavalry from the neighbour-
ing countries which he had fent for; upon whofe arrival
he kept fo firict a guard in his camp, that it was impoffible
for the cnemy to get intelligence of this reinforcement.
In the mean time Indutiomarus, according to cuftom,
came the next morning to our camp, where he loft great
part of the day, whilft his cavalry caft their darts, and en-
deaveured by opprobrious language to provoke our'men to
an engagement : but the Romans made no return ’till the
evening, when Labienus feeing the enemy return difperfed
to their camp, caufed his cavalry to make an unexpefted
fally ypop them from two feveral ports, having firft given
particular orders, that when they fhould have routed them,
which happened according to his expetation, they fhould
all aim at Indutiomarus, and not wound any man what- Labienus dc-
ever, before they had killed him, that no delay might give f‘?‘f;;"j:'
him an opportunity of efcaping ; he promifed likewife con- FOTEER
fiderable rewards to the man by whofe hand he died; and
fent the cohorts after the horfe to fuftain them, if there
fhould be occafion. Fortune feconded his purpofe, for all
the Roman cavairy aiming only at Indutiomarus, he was whofe head
overtaken and flain while he was fording the river; they '1;“;;% ht
brought his head to the camp, and then returning, purfucd :o the Ro
and {lew'as many of the enemy as they could. Upon the man camp.
news of this defeat, the forces of Leige and Hainault re-
turned again to their country, and Cafar enjoy’d more
peace in Gaul than before.
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