C. ] C A S A R’s
COMMENTARY

OF HIS

WAR IN GAU L.

THE THIRD BO OK.

The inhabitants of Zutphen and Heffe drive thofe
of Guelders out of their country 3 but are de-
feated by Caefar. His expeditions into Germany
and England. o

CHAP L

THE next winter, during the confulate of Cn.Pompeius wap ;v
and M. Craflus, the inhabitants of Hefle and Zutphen, two ¢ayL.
German nations, crofled the Rhinein great numbers towards e
that end where it difcharges itfelf into'the fea. The reafon The Ger-
why they left their country was, becaufe they had been fo :;']’;“ﬁﬁ‘i'“ﬁ‘

‘ : ‘ N~
long opprefled by the Suabians, the moft potent and warlike
nation amongft the Germans. ¢ The Suabians are divided
into an hundred cantons; each of thefe yeatly bring aqp..,r
thoufand men into the field, ftill retaining thefame number toms 3f ¢he
at home, to provide for themfelves and the army ; who the Suabians.
year following go abroad, and relieve their countrymen ; by
which means they all obtain experience in hufbandry and
military affairs at once. They have no inclofure, no man
has an acre of land which he can properly term his own ;
nor are they {uftered to continuce above one ycar in the fame

part
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waR Iy part of the country : their chief diet is milk and flefh- meat,
cAauL. and their diverfion hunting. "The quality of their food,
et their perpetual exercife, and way of living (being educated
to no calling, obliged to no difcipline, nor reftrained from
any thing thetr inclinations prompt them to) mzke them
very robuft, and of an extraordinary .ftature: cuftom has
rendered themn fo hardy, that they wafh themfelves in therr
rivers, and wear no cloths even in the coldeft weather, ex-
cept fmall fkins, -which hardly cover one half of their bo-

dics, whilft the refl is expofed to the weather.

2. Merchants frequent their coafts, not fo much to im-
port foreign goods, as to purchafe the booties they obtain
in war: Bealfls of labour; which the Gauls take much de-
light in, and think they can never pay too dear for, the
(ermans never import from other cquntries ; but make ufe
of their own diftorted cattle, which by daily exercife they
inure to the hardeft fervices. Their horfemen frequently
forfake their horfes in battle, to fight on foot, having ma-
naged them {o well, that they ftand ftill for their riders in the
fame place where they left them; nor do they elteem any
thing more ufelefs and jgnominious than furniture for hor-
fes, for which reafon a fmall party of them often venture .
to engage almoft any number that make ufc of it. They
alow no wine to be imported into their country, left it
fhould make them lazy and effemninate.

3. The greatelt honour to their nation, in their opinien,
15 to have their territorics round about lie defolate 5 from
whence they would have you infer, that the united force
of feveral kingdoms is not fufficicnt te oppofe their fingle
valour ; for which reafon the country on the f{ide of Sua-
bia lies wafte for the fpace of 600 miles together. The
other part 1s bounded by the Ubii, who enjoy a large
and flourifhing country, a pcople much politer than their
Crerman neighbours, becaufe, lying nearer the Rhine,
they have more commerce with merchants, and conver-
fation with the (Gauls,”” With thefe the Suabians had
many difputes; and though they were fo experienced
foldiers, {o potent and numerous a people, that they
could not expel them the country, yet they made them
their tributaries, and reduced them to a very low con-
dition,

CHAP,
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CHAP IL
4. THE inhabitants of Hefle and Zutphen, whom we w1z 1x

mentioned before, were engaged in the fame quarrel, and gapy.
having long maintained their ground againft the Suabians, «aw ~
were at laft obliged to quit their country. Being thus com- The G-
pelled to feek their fortune, after three years wandring 7% d‘“"'“d“
through the continent of Germany, they arrived at the
territories of the people of (Guelders *, who inhabit the * Thouzn
banks on both fides the river Rhine. The natives frighted ?C:;E‘-’-r .
~at the unexpeited arrival of {fo many foreigners, deferting ., on:op e
their houfes on the other {ide the Rhine, crofled the river, Menaoii ce
and planted themfelves fo as to prevent the Germans fur~ tholc that
ther progrefs ; who having tried all ways, finding they had [po, "%
not fhipping enough tc force their paflage, and that they costts of
could not get over by {tealth, becaufe the natives kept {o Brsbsat.
{tri€t a watch, at laft feigned a retreat into their own coun-

try ; but, after three days journey, returned again to the

fame place with their cavalry in one night’s march, and

{furprifed the natives, who being aflured by their fcouts of

the enemy’s retreat, had forgot their fears, and tranfported
themfelves to their former habitations. Thefe being thus

put to the {word, the Germans feizing their veflels, before

the people on the other’fide knew any thing of the matter,

crofled the Rhine, poflefled themfelves of the towns and

houfes there, and took up their quarters for the reft of

the winter.

5. Cafar having intelligence of this matter, was jealous Tic temper
of the levity of the Gauls, ¢ who are fo fickle in their ofthcGaute,
counfels, and fuch paffionate lovers of novelty, that they
ftop paflengers .upon the road; and oblige them to declare
all the news they have heard, before they let them proceed
on their journey : the mob likewife flock about foreign
merchants, to enquire what country they came from, and
what intelligence they bring from thence : by which reports
they often govern themfelves tn the management of their
mofl.important affairs ; confcquently being fwayed by un-
certainties, calculated for the moft part by the traveller for
{atisfaltion of enquirer, thev muit often repent of the refo-
lutions they take,”

CIITAPD
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CHAP IIL

wAR IN 6, CZAESAR therefore being fo well acquainted with
GAUL. their temper, made more hafte than ufual to put himfelf
\m~=d at the head of his army, where he was no {ooner arrived,
but he found his fufpicions true, that fome provinces of
Gaul had already fent ambafladors to invite the (Germans
from the banks of the:Rhine farther into the continent,
promifing’ them that every thing fhould be got ready
which they defired ; whereupon' the (Germans had begun
to make inroads, and lay the country wafte, as far as the
confines of Liege, and Condrotz, which is under the pro-
te€tion of Treves: for which reafon Cafar, having fum-
moned all the princes of (Gaul, took no notice of the re-
volt he had been informed of, but confirming them in their
allegiance by a feeming approbation of their loyalty, com-
manded them to furnifh him with a certain number of
cavalry ; being determined to make war on the Germans.
Cafar 7. So {oon as he had provided his army with corn, and
marchesto  raifed a body of horfe, he marched to the place where he
g“d out the  nderftood the Germans were; who, upon his arrival
crmans. -y » v .
within a few days journey of them, fent embaffadors to
The Ger. 2Cquaint him, ¢ That as the' Germans were not defirous
man em-  of giving the Romans the firft occafion for a war, fo nei-
billige  ther fhould they avoid engaging with them, if provoked
to it; for it had always been the cuftom of the Germans
to an{wer an encmy at his own weapons, not by treaty ;
though they muft confefs they came thither againft their
wills, being expelled their own country : and if the Ro.
mans would accept of their friendfhip, if they would either
allot them land to live in, or permit them to keep that which
shey had obtained by the law of arms, they might find them
neceflary allies : for they only fubmitted to the Suabians,
to whom even the immortal gods were not a fuficient match,
but there was not another people under the fun they were
not able to conquer.”
Cxfarsan. 8. To this Cefar anfwered what he thought moft
fwer, convenient, the fubftance of whofe fpcech was to this ef-
fect ; ¢« That he could not enter into an alljance with
them whillt they continued in Gaul; nor did he think it
juft that who were not able to defend their own terri-
tories, fhould invade others ; that there was not fufficient
wafte ground in Gaul to contain fo numerous a people ;

but, if they pleafed, they might find a welcome amongft
2 the
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the Ubii, who would receive them into their country. upon WAR N
his interceflion, for they had deputies at that inftant in his GAUL.
camp, who came to complain of the injuries they had re- (==
ceived from the Suabians, and intreat his afliftance againft

them.”’

" g. The embafladors returned with this anfwer to their
countrymen, promifing to wait upon Ceafar again in

three days time ; defiring that in. the mean time he would

nat approach with his army nearer their confines :. This

Caefar would not confent to, being informed that a con-

fiderable party of their cavalry but two. days before had,

pafled the Mofe, in order to forage.the country of the
Ambivariti, and he fufpeted their defign was only to gain

time till their party returned. |

10. ¢ The Mofe rifes from the mountains of Vaufe in Defcription
the country of Langres; and after a long courfe, receiving °f the Mulc.
- the river Vahal, a {mall branch of the Rhine, within its
banks, it forms theifle of Holland, and, about eighteen
miles below that, difcharges itfelf into the fea. But the
Rhine has its rife in the territories of the Lepontii, who Defcription
inhabit the Alps, and after a long journey through Cou- of the
tances, Switzerland, Franchecomte, the country of Metz, Rbinz.
Strafburg, and Treves, coming near the fea, 1s divided in-
to feveral branches, which form as many cénfiderable iflands,
moft of them inhabited by a barbarous and favage people,
vho are reported to feed only on filh, and wild fowls eggs ;
from whence by divers channels it difcharges it{elf into the
ocean.”

11. When Caxfar was arrived within twelve miles. of A fecond
the enemy, the embafladors came to. him a fecond time, E::ﬁf T;E‘
vrefling him very earneftly to march no farther, or at leaft Germaae.
to fend his cavalry orders, who were gone before the reit
. of the army, not to engage the Germans ; and that he
would agree to a truce, till they could fend deputies to the
Ubii, by whom they would gladly be received, on fuch
conditions as Czefar thould approve of, and their noblemen
and fenators fhould oblige themfelves by oath to perform ;
nor would they defire above thrce days time to complete
the negociation.

Cafar believed this was only an artifice to procraftinate
for threc days longer, till their cavalry returned ; hawever,
he promifed not to come nearer than within four miles of
their camp, where was a convenient place to water in, and
ordered a confiderable number of them to attend him there
the next day, that he might know their demands; in the

mean



64.

C. JL. CAEASAR’s  BooklV,

wAR IN mean time he fent orders to the officers of the horfe not to
GAaUL. provoke the enemy; and in cafe they fthould be attacked

\my~= themfelves, only to maintain their ground till he came up

The GL’::!'-

to their afliftance.

CHAP. IV.

12. S O foon as the Germans faw our horfe, though we

fans 3iicr 2 had 5000, and they had not above 8oo (the party which

truce attack

the Roman Nad crofled the Molfe to forage not being yet returned) they

cavalry,

The death
ot ["1fo and
Ris brother.

fell upon our men, who expected no acts of hoftility from
them, becaufe the embafladors who agreed on a truce for a
day, had not long before left ourcamp. “Their attack was
fo violent, that they put our troops in diforder ; and when
they perccived we began to rally, difmounting, according
to the cuftom of the Germans, they wound=d our horfes
in the belly, f{othat {everal of the riders were thrown, and
the reft put to flight ; who were {o dreadfully fiighted, that
they never looked behind till they were come within view
of our army. In this fkirmifh we loft 74 men, amongft
which number fell Pifo the Galfcoigne, ¢ a man of cou-
rage equal to his noble birth, whofe grandfather had for-
merly been a king in his own country, and honoured by
the fenate and people of Rome with the title of friend.
Seeing bis brother furrounded by the enemy, he rufhed in-
to the midit of them,. and refcued him ; his own horfe be-
ing killed under him in the attempt, he bravely defended
himfelt on foot, till atlength after receiving many wounds,
he was flain 3 which his brother perceiving, who was then
out of danger, returned to the fight, fpurred his horfe in
amongft the Germans, and fell a facrifice to his deliverer,
though he could not revenge his death.

13. After this battle, Ceefar judzed & not convenient
either to give their embafladors audience, or accept of any
conditions from a people who had demanded a truce with
a defign to break it ;3 and thinking it madnefs to ftay while
the encmy was reinforced, and their cavalry returned (ef-
pecially {ince the GGauls were of {o fickle a temper, that
the Germans had already gained a confiderable reputation
amongft them by this fimall fuccels) he refolved not to al-
low them time for reflection ; having thercfore fent for the
general officers, he acquainted them that he defigned to en-

gage the cnemy without farther delay.

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

THE next day there fell out a very lucky accident for war 1x
the Romans; all the German princes and nobility, mzking cauL.
ufe of their former diflimulation, came to our camp, un- ey
der pretence of excufing themielves for what hat hap-
pened the day before, in relation to the éngazement with
our cavalry, contrary to the truce granted at their requett,
and withal to defire the fame might be continued: Cafar,
not a little pleaied with this t}pportumty, pave orders thev
fhould all be feciired, and at the fante time marched: his
army diretly ; the cavalry, who were daunted with the
defeat they recewed thie day before, he ordeied to brmrr
up the réar.

14. Having drawn up his troops in three lines, and Calar at-
paffed the eight miles which were betwixt us and the Ger- fro the
mans, he fell upon them before they dreamed of his com- i;:;”"
ing. They were fo furprized at our futdlden arrival, fo cori-
fufed for want of their cfficers; that they knew not whe-
ther they had better draw out their forces, defend their
camp, or endeavour to fiive therhfelves by flisht. "Their
fear ahd diforder was no {ooner pefceived hy “the Roman
foldlers but, rémembering the treachery of the preceding

, they forced their camp. where at fir{t they met with
fome {mall refiftance from fuch as had time to repair to
their arms, who engaged them at their carriages, whilit
the women and children from all fides [for the (Germans
had brought their whole families and effects crofs the Rhine
with them) endeavoured to make their efcape, but Ca:rar
{ent thc horle to purfue them.

15. 'The(Germans, hearing a noife behind them, turned 1y, g.r.
about, and faw their W'ives and children put to the fword ; rian.iouteds
whereupon throwing dowst their arms, and deferting their
colours they ran away from their camp, and arriving at the
rivet-fide where the Mofe and Rhine begin to flow in one
channel, Ihey who had efcaped the-fury of the battle, flung
themfelves in the water, where all of them were drowned
cither by their own fear, wearinefs, or the ftrenoth of the
ftream.  After this difpute, the Romans retuss. d to their
camp without the lofs of a man, and with very few
wounded, though the number of the Germans, com-
puting thelr womnen and children, amounted to 430,000.

The battle being over, Cafar gave thole whom he
had detained in his camp free leave to d{.p.ut but be-
g apprehenfive  of the nathves sevenge tor the in-

I juries
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w AR 1 juries they had done them, rather than fall into the hands
capr. of the Gauls, they defired to ftay in our army, which

L._--Y-'-J
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they did by Ciefar’s permiffion.
CHAP. VI
16. THE war with the natives of Zutphen and Hefle

being thus concluded, Cafar relolved for feveral reafons
to crufs the Rhine.  One of the chief motives that induced
him to 1t was, his oblerving how ready the (Germans were
on every occafion to come into (saul ; wherefore he hop-
ed when they perceived the Romans were able to trant-
port an army crofs that river as well as themfelves, they
woiild be more cautious how they left their own country
cxpoted fur the future; another thing was, that the enemy’s
cavaliy, who had croffed the Mofe to forage, were abfent
fent when their countrymen were defeated ; and, upon
intelligence of the viQory, had retired ints the confines of
the aicambri, where they found a reception ; when Czfar

a i 8}

to demand them, becaufe they had been in  arms
sgatnlt him and the Gauls, the people made anfwer,
- ‘T’hat the Rhine bounded the extent of the Roman
empire, and if he thought it unjuft for the Germans to
pats into Gaul, they knew no rcafon that he fhould af-
tume un authority on their fide the river.,” Befides, the
L bty who were the only people crofs the Rhine, that had
fent cmbatiasors to Cafar, who had entered into alliance
with hiin, and delivered hoftages, carneftly delired hic as-
hitance againft the oppreflions of the Suabians; and if the
bublick atfairs would not permit him to go tn perfon, that
he would only fend his army into ‘Germany, they would de-
“re no greater aid or encouragement 3 for fo confiderable
among the remoteit Germans was the reputation which the
Romans had acquired by defeating Arioviftus, and by
their late fuccels, that if they appeared in delence of the
Lo, and owned them for ther allies, their name alone
would be a fufiicient fecurity 5 and they obliged themfelves

to furnifh him with a proper number of tranfport-vefiels.
1=, ot thefereafons Ciefar refulved to crofs the Rhine s
but he thought it neither fare to tranfport his army in {hips,
nor acrecable to his charadter or the dignity of the Ro-
pan canite 3 wherefore (hough he found it very difficult
vy bevoa tuidoe crofs fo broad, fo deep, and rapid a river,
Cor e deterained tooartempr i, and il he failed, not
The mahud of his contrivance was tis.

“ Having

L

v T Ovel at ull,
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““ Having joined two pieces of timber, a foot and a WAR IN

half fquare, by mortices that kept them at two foot di- GAUL.
ftance from each other, he cut them to a convenient length m
for that part of the river he defigned them for 5 then mak- tion of Caon
ing them fharp at the end, caufed them to be let down far’s bruge
into the water by engines, and driven into the bottom €'s the
with woodden mallets, not perpendicularly, but floping, in ="
compliance with the {tream : diretly oppofite to thefe he
placed two other flakes, joined, juft after the fame manner,
and drove them into the ground forty foot diftance from
the other at the bottom, caufing their tops to incline to-
wards the {tream, as the others had declined from it.
T'hefe double ftakes, thus fix’d, he joined at top by a crofs
beam of two foot fquare, equal to the diftance between
them, and faftened it at either end with pins, which pre-
vented the ftakes from bending nearer one another, and
made the work of f{o fecure a nature, that the nercenefs
of the ftream encreafed the firmnefs of the bridge. Having
obferved the {ame method quite over the river; he covered
the crofs beams with planks and hurdles. As a farcher fe-
curity on the lower fide of the bridge he drove down but-
trefles obliquely into the water, which were fixt to the main
pillars, to prevent their giving way to the force of the cur-
rent : he hikewile drove in other piles at 2 moderate diftance
above the bridge, to ftave off trunks of trees, and fuch vef-
fels as the enemy fhould {end down the river to deftroy the
work,”’

18. From the time materials began to be brought for Czfur., .,
the wcrk, ’till the entire bridge was finifhed, was no more tie Rhine,
than ten d.-.lys ; when Ceafar having left a ﬂronrr garrifon
on both fides of the river, marched mto the cmhms of the
Sicambri : during this expedition embafladors canie to him
from molt pldm.s thereabouts, to defire a peace, and
court the alliance of the Romans, to whom he returned
civil anlwers, demanding holtages for their hdelity,

CHAP VI

WEHIEN the Sicambri were informed that the Ro-
mans were butding a bridge, at the infligation of the peo-
p'e of Zutphen aml H:..u., who had t;xku: (helter smongft
them, they prepared tor ﬂlght and qintting cher hab:m-
tiuns., conveyed themftlves with their  eitedls o the
netphbouning woods.,

b2 1. Cwlar
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¢ Having joined two pieces of timber, a foot and a WAR IN
half {quare, by mortices that kept them at two foot di- GAUL.
ftance from each other, he cut them to a convenientlength }‘"‘V"""rh p

. cd::fcup-

for that part of the river he defligned them for ; then mak- on of Ciom
ing them fharp at the end, caufed them to be let down far’s brisge
into the water by engines, and driven into the bottom Ef‘f‘fs the
with woodden mallets, not perpendicularly, but floping, in =
compliance with the ftream : direétly oppofite to thefe he
placed two other flakes, joined, juft after the fame manner,
and drove them into the ground forty foot diftance from
the other at the bottom, caufing their tops to incline to-
wards the {tream, as the others had declined from it.
"Thefe double {takes, thus fix’d, he joined at top by a crofs
beam of two foot fquare, equal to the diftance between
them, and faftened it at either end with pins, which pre-
vented the {takes from bending nearer one another, and
made the work of fo fecure a nature, that the fiercenefs
of the ftream encreafed the firmnefs of the bridge. Having
obferved the fame method quite over the river, he covered
the crofs beams with planks and hurdles. As a {arther fe-
curity on the lower fide of the bridge he drove down but-
trefles obliquely into the water, which were fixt to the main
pillars, to prevent their giving way to the force of the cur-
rent : he likewife drove in other piles at a moderate diftance
above the bridge, to ftave off trunks of trees, and fuch vef-
{els as the enemy fhould {end down the river to deftroy the
work,”

18. From the time materials began to be brought for Cefur,, 1.,
the werk, ’till the entire bridge was finifhed, was no more the Rhine,
than ten days; when Cafar having left a flrong garrifon
on both fides of the river, marched into the confines of the
Sicambri : during this expedition embafladors’ came to him
from moft places thereabouts, to defire a peace, and
court the alliance of the Romans, to whom he returned

civil anfwers, demanding hoftages for their hdélity.,

CHAP VI

WHEN the Sicambii were informed that the Ro-
mans were building a bridge, at the inftigation of the peo-
ple of Zutphen ai’uj flefle, who had aiken thelter smongft
them, they prepared for ﬂigh:t. and guitting their babita-
tions, conveyed themfelves with their eftedls o the
nerzhbouring woods.

¥ 2 1. Cefar
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war N 19, Cefar, making a fhort ftay in their country, after

GAUL. he had burnt their towns and buildings, and cut down their

G ~d corizy, marched to the territories of the Ubii, whom he had

promifed to aflift againft the Suabians. So foon as he was

arrived, they informed him, that when the Suabians heard

he was building a bridge, having, according totheir ufual

cuftom, called a council, they difpatched orders to all parts

of their nation, commanding the natives to forfake their

towng, to convey their wives, children, and effeftsinto the

woods, and that all who were able to bear arms fhould

meet at the general rendezvous in the midft of their coun-

try, where they refolved to expect the Romans, and give

‘them battle ; which Cefar underftanding, after he had ac-

complifhed thofe defigns which led him into Germany, aw’d

the natives, taken vengeance on the Sicambri, and fet the

Ubii at liberty, having {pent in.all eighteen days beyond

Czfarre- the Rhine, and performed enough as well as for his own

et honour, as the fervice of the republick, returned again to
o Gaul, and broke down his bridge.

CHAP, VIIL

Ctors ex- 20, THQOUGH the fummer was now almoft fpent

prditin into (for the whole continent of Gaul lying northward, winter

Eogland:  begins there very early) yet Czfar refolved to make a voy -
age to England, becaufe he had been informed, in all
the wars of Gaul, the enemy had received confiderable
{fupplies from thence ; and tho’ the time of year would not
permit him to finifh the war, yet he thought it would be
worth his while to make an expedition thither conly to view
the ifland, to learn the nature of the inhabitants, to be ac-
quainted with their coafts, their ports, and creeks, which
the Gauls were almoft entire ftrangers to; for they were
feldom vifited by any but merchants, who were unacquaint-
ed with all the country except the coalts, and thofe parts
which were oppofite to Gaul. Accordingly having fum-
moned a council of merchants from all parts, he could nei-
ther be informed of the extent of the iflland, what nations,
and how powerful the inhabitants were, how well they un-
derftood the art of war, what cuftoms they were governed
by, nor how confiderablc a navy their ports were capable
of receiving.

CHAP
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CHAP IX.

21. FOR this reafon he thought it convenient to fend
out C. Volufenus with agalley, to difcover what he could,
and immediately return with intelligence before he em-
barked himfelf : he in the mean time marched to Toroii-
enne, from whence lay the fhorteft cut to England; and
there he ordered feveral veflels from the neighbouring ports,
together with the navy he had built the year before for
his expedition againft the Vannes, to attend him. Seve-
ral provinces in England, having intelligence of thefe pre-
parations from merchants who frequented the coafts, fent
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embafladors to Cefar, to let him know how willing they to Ceefar in
wete to fubmit to the Roman empire, and deliver hoftages Gav's

for their fidelity: to thefe he gave a favourable audience ;
and, having encouraged them to adhere to their agreement
by promifes of confiderable rewards, fent them back again
to their own country ; ordering Comius to go along with
them, whom he had formerly made king of Arras, after the
conqueft of that place, a man of confiderable intereft in
England, and whofe virtue and fidelity he thought he might
relyon. To him he gave inftructions to vifit as many {ta-
tes as he could, and perfuade them to accept of an alliance
with the Romans, for Cafar himfelf would in a fhort
time land in their country.

Volufenus, in the mean time, having made what difco-
coveries he could of the country, for he durft not ven-
ture himfelf afhore with f{o barbarous an enemy, after five
days cruifling, returned, and acquainted Czfar with what
he had feen.

22. Cafar ftay’d in thefe parts till his navy was fitted
out; during which time the Terotiennois {ent embafladors
- to him, defiring he would be pleafed to pardon-their for-
mer tranfgreflions ; that a favage and unpolifhed people,
as they were, through ignorance of the cuftoms of the
Romans they had prefumed to make war upon them ; but
for the future they would demonfitrate how ready they were
to obey his commands. Czfar, being defirous to leave
o enemies behind him, to avoid entering into a new war
(o late in the feafon, and unwilling to neglet his Lnglifh
expedition for fuch trifles, having firft reccived a conli-
derable number of hoftages from them, took them into his
favour. H.aving prepared cighty rranfport-vellels, which
he thouzht fufficient to carry over his legions, he diftributed

F o3 his
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waRr 1w his gallies to the queltor, lieutenant-generals, and com-

GAUL.

manders of the horfe 3 and eighteen tranfports which were

e mead wind-bound at a certain port about eight miles off, he ap-

Crlar sm-
bt tar

Lugisnd,

ponted for the fervice of his cavalry 3 then committed thofe
forces which he left behind, to the care of Q. Titurius Sa-
bienus, and L. Aurunculeius Cotta, whom he ordered to
vifit the confnes of Guelders, and reduce thofe parts of
I'erciienne which bhad not yet fubmitted ; to lieutenant-
general P. Sulp. Rufus he gave the charge of the port
where he embaiked, with a ftrong garrifon to maintain it.

CHAP X.

23. THUS having difpatched the neceflary orders, the
wind cffering fair, he hoited fail about one in the morn-
ine, commanding the cavalry to cmbark at that port where
the veflels lay ready to receive them, and follow him ;
which orders were not executed {o readily as they ought
to have been ; but he himfelf arrived on the Englifh coaft,
with his {quadron, by ten of the clock the fame morning,
where he {aw all the cliffs covered by the enemy in arms.
Such was the nature of the place, that the Englith mighe,
cafl their darts with great advantage from the impending
hills ; wherefore not thinking it convenient to land there,
he caft anchor, and waned for the coming up of the reft
of his fleet till three in the afternoon. In the mean time
having called the hieutenants and tribunes to a council of
war, he acquainted them with the intelligence he had re-
ceived from Volufenus, and gave them fuch orders as he
thought proper for the occafion, putting them inmind. how
necceflary it was in military difcipline, that every thing
fhould be put in execution to a2 moment at the general’s
lignal, efpecially in fea aftairs, which were fubject to the
greateft inftability : then breaking up the council, whilft
the wind and tide ftood fair, he gave the fign for weighing
anchor, and having fail’d about eight miles farther, anived
at a plain and open fhore.

24. The Englifh being apprized of Cafar’s defign, fent
their cavalry and chariots before, which in war they genc-
rally make ufe of, and followed after with the reft of their
army, in order to oppofe our landing : which we found
very difficult to effe€t for many reafons, becaufe our fhips
being tall, required a confiderable depth of water ; and our
{oldiers, whilft their hands were employed and loaden with
heavy armour, werc at the fame tune to encounter the waves

' and
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and the enemy, ina place they were not acquainted with: waR 1N
whereas the Englifh, either ftanding upon dry land, or cauL.
Mallying a little way into the water in thofe places they \m mmu
knew to be fhallow, having the free ufe of all their limbs,
could boldly calt their darts, and fpur their horfes forward,
who were inur’d to that kind of combat ; which difudvan-
tage fo difcouraged the Romans, who were ftrangers to
this way of fighting, that they did not appear fo chearful,
and eager to engage the enemy, asin their former conflicts
on dry land.

25. Which Cafar perceiving, gave orders that the
gallies (a nimble fort of thipping the enemy had never fezn)
fhould advance a little befere the reft of the navy, and row
along with their broad-fides towards the fhore, that they
might more conveniently force the Englith to retire from
the water-fide, by their flings, engines, and arrows ; which
c¢id the Romans confiderable fervice ; for the Englifa being
fuprifed at the ‘make of our gallics, the motion of our oars
and engines, began to give round. But the ftandard. The ftand-
bearer of the tenth legion, perceiving our men were un- ;}dtiiar*:;'h
willing to venture into the- fea, having firlt invoked the leginn Icaps
gods for fuccefs, cry’d out aloud, ¢ My fellow-{oldiers, into the wa-
unlefs you will forfake your eagle, and fuffer it to fall into ‘;:l';ﬂ:’fﬁ':ﬁ
the hands of the enemy, advance; for my part, [am refolv- eximpie.
ed to perform my duty to the common wealth and my ge-
neral :”’ Having faid this, he immediately leaped over-board,
and advanced the eagle towards the Englifh; whereupon
the {oldiers encouraging each other, to prevent {o fignal a
difgrace, followed his example; which thole in the next
{hips perceiving, did the like, and prefied forward to en-

gage the enemy.
26, Theconflit was fharpiy maintained on both fides, TheRomans

though the Romans not being able cither to keep theiri;"_,iﬂ,::;“"
ranks, obtain firm footing, or follow their particular the go..,
ftandards, leaping out of feveral fhips, and joining the
firlt enfign they met with, were in great confufion: but .
the Englith, who where well acquainted with the fhallows,
when they faw us delcend in {mall numbeuss from our fhips,
fpurring their horfes into the water, {et upon our men in-
cumbered and unprepared to receive them ; and fome fnr-
rounded us with their numbers in one place, whillt others
flunked us where we lay moft open in another.  Which
Cafar oblerving, he caufed the long boats and finaller
veflels to bc mann'd, and, where occafion required, f{ent
them to aflit their followers. Thus our foremoft ranks,

F 4 basing
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wAR 1y baving gained dry footing, were followed by the reft of the

GavL. army, and charging the enemy brifkly, put them to flight,

.~ but were not able to purfue, or take the ifland at that time,

The Ro-  becaufe we had no cavalry, which was the only thing want-

o &% ing to complete Cefar’s wonted fuccefs, |

and rout the  27. 1 he enemy being defeated, fo foon as they had ef-

Engl th,The caped beyond the reach of danger, fentembafladors to C-

Eogiifh tend g, - ¢ defire a peace, promifing to deliver hoftages for their
emtafladors 77 . : .

ro celire . entire fubmiflion : and with thefe embaffadors came Comius

prace, of Arras, whom, as we obferved before, Czfar had fent

into Britain, where he was imprifoned {o {oon as he landed

with the general’s commands, but fet at liberty again after

the battle. They endeavoured to excufe what they had

done, by laying the blame upon the mob ; and entreating

him to forgive a fault of ignorance, but not of malice.

Cafar at frit reprimanded them for their breach of faith,

that after they had voluntarily {ent embafl;dors to him into

(ouly to delire a peace, and delivered hoftages of their

own accord, they fhould without any reafon make war up -

on him; he jmputed 1t, he faid, to their ignorance, and

_— fcraavethem ; then demanded hoftages for their future car-

:ﬁ:‘j:u; zz riage, part whercof they delivered immediately, and with

delvery of the reft, who lived at fome diftance, they promifed to re-

huidsgis.  turn in a few days after.  In the mean time, having dif-

banded their men, and difperfed them into their feveral

countries, the princes from all parts came todeliver up them-

{elves, and their eftates to Cafar’s difpolal.
CHAP XL

A vilent 28. A peace being thus concluded within four days after
ftorm dif.  Cfar’s arrival in England, the eighteen tranfports appoint -
porles e ed for the cavalry put out to fea with a gentle gale; but
brow. hethe When they were arrived near Britain within the view of the
cavalry, and Roman camp, fo fudden a ftorm arofe, that they were all
’;"m“':‘*':ﬂr difperfed ; fome returning to the port from whence they
s on the Came, whilft others were thrown upan the lower end of
~ fvof  the ifland towards the weft, where they endeavoured to
Bivan. caft anchor, butfo much water came into them, that they
were obliged a fecond time to commit themlelves to the
mercy of the waves, and make the beft of their way to

Gaul.
29. The fame night it being full moon, at which time the
tides are higheft, an obfervation our mariners were ftran-
gers to, the gallics, which, after the men were landed, had

becn
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been hauled up towards the fhore, were filled with the war 1
waves, and the veffels of burthen which rode at anchor, cavur,
were difabled by the tempeft, nor was it poﬁible fOr US 1O ‘ereny /e
afford them any fuccour : Thus feveral of our fhips were
deftroyed, and the reft having loft their cables, anchors,

and tackle, were rendered wholly ufelefs, which was 3

great affliCtion to the whole army ; for they had no other

veflels to carry them back again, and no materials to mend
theirown with, and they knew very well they mutt of ne.-

ceflity take up their winter-quarters in Gaul. becaufe there

was 110 corn nor provifion to be had in England.

30. The princes of England who were aflembled to per= Upon this
form their agreement with Cefar, underftanding the Ro- ’é"‘”fig‘c
mans had neither cavalry, fhips, nor provifion, and com- brenk the
puting the number of our men from the {fmallnefs of our peace.
camp, which wasthen narrower than ufual, becayfe Cefar
had made the legions leave their heavy baggage behind
them, refolved to rebel, to intercept our convoys, and de-
lay us ’till winter ; then having either defeated us, or pre-
vented our return, they hoped to deter others, by our ex-
ample, from invading éngland for the future.

31. Wherefore, having entered into a new confpiracy,
they began by degrees to quit our camp, and privately to
Jift their difbanded troops again.

CHAP XIL

BU T Cefar, though he knew nothing of their defign, C=far refits
yet fufpe&ing an alteration upon the lofs of his fhipping, ™° %"
by their delay in the delivery of their hoftages, prepared
for all events; caufing Proviﬁans to be brought into his
camp every day from the country round about, and giving
order, that thofe fhips which had received the leaft damage
by the tempeft, fhould be refitted and mended with the
beaks and timber of thofe that had been fhattered to pieces,
he fent likewife to Gaul for fuch materials as he had occa-
fion for, which were {o well applied by the induftry of his
foldiers, that he only loft twelve fhips, and made the reft
fit for fervice again,

32. In the mean time the feventh legion, whole turn it
was, went out to forage. As part were employed in the
field, and the reft in carrying corn between themand the
army, not in the leaft fufpetting any alts of hoftility, the
outguards gave Ceefar notice, that they obferved a greater
duft than ufual that way which the legions went: where-

upon,
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WAR IN upon, fulpecting the Englith had revolted, as he afterwards
GAUL. found they had, taking along with him the cohorts that
‘——=~J were placed for an advanced guard, he commanded two
others to fupply their room ; all the reft to repair to their
arms, and follow him as faft as they could. He had not
The Englith Marched many paces from his camp, before he faw his fo-
fet upan the ragers overcharged by the enemy, driven into a {mall com-
Roman fo- pafs, and expofed to the Englith darts on every fide : for
ragers, . :
the enemy, knowing there was only one field left which
had not been foraged, concluded we muft of neceflity
come thither ; wherefore having hid themfelves the night
before-in the woods there, they ftaid to expect us ; and fet-
ting upon our men, whilft they were bufy in reaping, and
had laid -afide their arms, killed fome of them, put the reft
in diforder, and then furrounded them with their horfes
and chancts.
The Englih  33. The Englith method of fighting with chariots is
P f‘: this : ¢ In the firft place, they drive up and down to all
their cha.  part of the enemy’s army, diftributing their darts among
Fi0Ls. them to the beft advantage ; and frequently put the foremolt
ranks in diforder, even with the noife of their wheels and
horfes ; then forcing their way into the midft of the caval-
ry, forfake their chariots and fight on foot, performing at
the fame inftant, the part of nimble horfemen, and that of
{table foot: the charioteers in the mean while, driving a
little way out of the battle, place themfclves fo convenient-
lv, thatif their party are too much opprefled by the enemy,
they may ealily retreat tothem. So expert are they at this
excrcifc by perpetual praétice, that they can ftay their horfes
upon a full firetch, even in the midit of adefcent, ftop fhort
and turn, run upon the pole, refl on the harnefs, and throw
themiclves with great dexterity into their chariots
c~frecomes 34 I'he Romans being difordered by this new kind of
o the atlit- fight, Crefar came very opportunely to their aid ; for upon
anee ':2 Wis his arrival the Knglith made a ftand, and our men began to
96 B forget their fears ; however, not thinking it convenient to
engage the encmy at that time, he maintained his ground
for a while, then retreated with the legions to his camp;
and the cnemy hikewile, whilft we were otherwife em-
ployed, thought fit to retive, The continual rains and
termpefts, which followed after, feveral days fucceflively,
:fclut the Romans in their camp, and the Englifh from
1:hting,

CHAP
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CHAP XIIL

BUT the enemy were not idle in the mean while, for WAR 1N
they difpatched couriers to all parts of the ifland, to inform GAUL.
the people how fmall an army the Romans had, how confi- ‘e
derable a booty they might obtain, and how glorious an
opportunity offered to make themfelves free for ever, if
they would but force the Roman camp ; by which means
having immediately raifed great numbers of horfe and foot,
they came to attack our trenches.

Now though Czfar forefaw that the enemy, in cafe they The Engim
were routed, would make their efcape by flight; yet hav- come to at.
ing got thirty horfe, part of Comius’s retinue, he drew his :‘;“': T;R“'_'
legions up in order of battle before the camp; and having i fecond brc.
engazed the Englifh, who were not able to fuftain the fury te,arz rout-
of* our foldiers, he immediately put them to flight, purfued **
till his foldiers were out of breath, and having made a con-
fiderable flaughter, burnt their towns and buildings for ma-
ny miles round, and then returned to his camp.

36. The fame day he received embafladors from the They fuea-
enemy, to defire a peace. Whereupon he commanded gin for =
them to fend him into Gaul double the number of hoftages f:;:ﬂ:dm
he formerly required ; and becaufe the autumnal equinox
approached, not thinking it fafe to take a winter voyage in
his crazy veflels, fo foon as the wind ftood fair, which was C=far re-
about midnight, he weighed anchor, and with all his fleet (5.}
arrived fafe at the port from whence he had embarked, ex-
cept two tran{ports, which could not keea up with the reft,
and were driven into a haven fomething lower in the
country.

37. In thefe two veflels were about 300 foldiers, who,

{fo foon as their landed, endeavoured to reach their camp ;
but the Teroiiennois, when Cefar had left in a peaceable
condition before he failed for England, fpurred on by the
hopes of plunder, at firft furrounded our men in {mall
numbers, and commanded them, on pain of death, to de-
liver their arms ; but the Romans cafting themfelves into
an orb, inftead of furrendering, bravely maintained their
ground ; whercupon about 6000 of the enemy, hearing
the noife, came in to the afliftance of their countrymen.
Cewefar, having intelligence of this, detached all the caval-
ry in his army to their affiftance. In the mean time, the
Romans manfully fuftained the enemy’s charge, fought
with uncqual numbers four hours together, and having re-

ceived

2
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wAR IN celved but few wounds themfelves, had made a confider-
GAuL. able flaughter amongit the aflailants ; but the moment our
v e horfe appeared in view, the Teroiiennois threw down their
arms, and betook themfelves to flight, in which a confider-

able number were killed.

CHAP. XIV.

Labienus 28. T HE nextday Ceafar difpatched his lieutenant T,
marches a- Labienus, with the legions he brought back from England,
fl?;:‘ﬂ%;:f againft the rebels, who being deprived by the drought of
nois; lays the benefit of thofe marfhes, where they had the year be-
their coun- fore abfconded, almoft all of them fell under his power.
try walte. Byt the lieutenants Q. Titurius and L. Cotta, who had
been fent into the country of Guelders, returned without
doing any other execution but cutting up their corn, laying
their fields wafte, and burning their towns ; for the enemy
had fecured their perfons in the woods. Cafar took up his
quarters this winter in Belgium, where he received hoftages
only from two of the provinces in England, the reft ne-
glecting their promife, The Roman fenate, informed of
thefe actions by Caefar’s letters, decreed a general thanki-

giving for twenty days fucceflively.




