C. J. C L S A R’s
COMMENTARY

OF HIS

-

WAR IN GAU L,

THE SECOND BO OK.

His war with the confederate Belgm® : his {uccefs in
Picardy and Hainaulc.

CHAP L

IN the winter-time, whil{t Cafar was in Lombardy, he war 1y
had feveral reports, which were afterwards confirmed by ¢.avL.
Jetters from Labienus, that all the ftates of the Beoloa, o ~
who, as we have already f{aid, pofictled a third part of The Belpe
Gaul, had given hoftages to each other, and entered tnro [ 70 2
a mutual league again{t the Romans. Thc occazfion or.; it rh:
this confederacy, was their apprehenfion, that, wien Cie- Romans.
far had {ubdued their neighbours, he would turn h.s forces

upon them ; befides they were follicited to it by 1uch Gauls

as began to think the Roman army, which had taken win-
ter-quarters 0 their country, as troublefome guelts as the
Germans; and by fuch as love innovations, trom the mere
inftability of their temper; and laftly, by thote who per-

cetved 1t was an eafy matter for him, who had molt money

and men at command, to make him{elf matter of all

the provinces of (aul, provided the Romans were once

expelied.
2. Where-
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war 1n 2. Whercupon Cefar levied two new legtons in Lom-
¢ aur. bardy, and fent them under the command of his lLieutenant
— , Q. Pedius into the mner part of Gaul, himiclf following
after early in the fpring, fo {oon as tiiere was forage for his
horfes. Upen his arrival at the army, he wrote to the in-
hahitants of Sens, and the other Gauls that bordered on the
Belee, to obierve the enemy’s motions, and fend him dai-
ly 1azelhigence what they were doing : from thefe he had
notice that the Belge weie very buly in raifing an army,
and drawing their forces to a general rendezvous : where-
fcre thinking 1t convenient tc lofe no further time, he im-
mediately drew his forces out of their winter-quarters,
and refolved to begin his march within twelve days; which
he did, and arrived within fitteen more, on the confines of
the Beioze.

3. His coming was fo fudden and unexpcéted, that the
people of Rheims, whofe country lay neareft the Gauls,
being furprized at it, difpatched away Iccius and Antebro-
aius, perfons of the greateft quality in their province, as
embafladors, to aflurc Czfar they had not concerned them.-
felves in the confederacy with the reft of the Delga againft
the Romans, but were ready to fubmit to the cmpire;
and, as a proof of their innocence, oftercd todeliver hoftages,
to receive them into their towns, and furnifh the army
with what provilions they had occafion for.  "T'hey owned
that the reft of the Belge were all in arms ; that the Ger-
mans on the other fide the Rhine had promifed them affif-
tance ; and that their countrymen wcre fo hotly bent upon
the expedition, that all they could do to reftrain them,
was not fufficient to prevent thofe of durflons from enter-
ing into the fame alliance, though they were their brethren,
and obferved fo finlt a friendfhip on all other occalions,
that thev were governed by the fame laws, cuftoms, and
magiftrates, being almolt incorporated under one govern-

ment.,
CHAP. IL
Cotehav. 4 C/FE.SA Rinquining of the ambafladors what people,
ing received arna how poweriud they were that had taken up arms, was
et informied dhat the Belowe were oniginally defcended from the

Rhe =1 rnto . : . .
Ciermans, who had ciolfed the Rhine, expelled the nanves,

;u!*(“."ufl,

fh,.}. giv- and, tempted by the fernlity of the country, had taken

h*mﬂ””*'“'r‘nil.:t-’ﬂ”‘“ of 1t : that thele weie the Ol‘lly pt:OP[C, who

bert dur.ng the dreadful mundaton of the Teutons and Cim-
bers,
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bers, had maintained their grcund, whillt the other pro- - Ar In
vinces of (Gaul were over-run by thofe Barbarians ; theme- aur.
mory of which fuccels infpired them with extraordinary o s
courage. They likewife told him, that by reafon of their

alliance and neignbourhood to them, they had opportunities

of informing themfelves what quota of men each particular
province had promifed in the general aflembly, to provide

for carryinz on the war : that thofe Beauvots, who were

more numerous, warlike, and potent than the reft of the

Belgz, were able to raife 100,000 men, out of which
number they obliged themfelves to bring 60,000 into the

field, in confideration whereof they expefted to have the
management of the war committed to their charge : that

next to thefe, in a fpacious and fertile country, lay the

people of Soiffons, lately fubjet to Divitiacus, once the

moft potent man in Gaul, who was not only mafter of a
confiderable part of that country, but had {fome footing
likewife in Britain; but Galba was their prefent king,

who, by the general conlent of the confederates, was, for

the fake of his fingular condut and juftice, made Gene-
ralifimo ; thele had twelve fortified towns, and promifed

to furnifh 50,000 men: next, thofe of Hainauvlt, whoare

the moft barbarous people it all that country, were to pro-

vide the like number ; thofe of Arras 15,000, Amiens and

Caux each 10,000, Vexen and Vermandois together the

like number, Toroiienne 25,000, Guelders gooo, Douay

29,000 Condrotz, Liege, Namur, Luxemburz, and the

reft of the Germans together, 40,000.

5. Cafar, to encourage the people of Rheims to con-
tinue faithful to the Romans, promifed to reward them li-
berally, if they obferved their alliance, commanding them
to deliver him their fenate and the belft of their noblemen
for hoftages, which they readily performed by the day pre-
fixed ; then fending for Divitiacus, he informed him how
negeflary it was, for the public {afetv, to make a diverfion,
that thc enemy might be obliged to f{eparate their forces ;
and therefore commanded him to return to Autun, and en-
ter the territories of the DBelex on that fide with fire

and fword.

CHAP L

BILING informed afterwards by his {couts and the people
af Rhenns,” that the confederate armics of the Belgre, being
juined, marched directly towards him, and were already

within
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w ar 1N within a few miles of his camp, he immecdiately pafled the

GAUL.

Afne, which divides Rheims from the reft of the Belge,

e ~=’ aud encamped on the banks of the river, whereby he pre-

Thet man-
Ivetr f F rli“"
(.ot [y,
towIl,

vented any furprize from the enemy, and fecured 2 com-
munication with Rheuns and tholc other cities whence he
expected provilions: to fecure his retreat crofs the river,
be pofted a {trong party on the bridge, leaving 'T'iturious
Sabricus, one of his licutenants, on the other fide with
f1ix conorts, who had orders to fortify their camp with a
trench eighteen fout broad, and a rampart twelve foot high.

CHAP. IV,

6. THE Belga were in hopes to have furprifed Brienne,
a town about eight miles diftance from Cefar’s camp ; and
{tormed it {o turioufly, that it was fcarce able to hold ouc
one day. T he Celtee and Belge ufe the fame method in
afiauits ; for having furrounded the walls, they never ceafe
itinging of {tunes 'ull they have fwept the behieged off the
battlements; then cafting themfelves into a teftudo, they
approach the gate, and undermine the walls ; which they
might do with great eafe at Brienne ; for fo numerous were
the {linzers and thofe that calt darts, that it was impoflible
for the garniton to ftand their fhot. So foon as night had
ended the allault, Iccius, a man of the greateft quality and
intereft in Rheims, who had not long before been fent em-
batlador to Cwefar, difpatched away a courier to our camp,
to inform us, unlefs he was quickly relieved, he muft be ob-
liged to furrender the town.

7. Cafar foon anfwered his demands ; for making ufe
of the courier for a guide, he detached a party of Candian
and Numiuian archers, with a number of Belearian flingers,
whom he inmeaiately fent to their afliftance which intufed
frein courage nito the befieged, and put the enemy out of

The fiege of DOpes 3 who having laid the country wafte, and burnt the
Prenne rat-yiliaces round about, left the fiege, and marching 1n one

fed by the
Komane.,

Thc P r.

R L ﬂ

body towards us, lodged themfelves within two miles of
our army, cnclofing about eight miles for their camp, as
near 45 could be computed by their fires in the might, and
fmcie in the day.,

CHAP V.

8. C/ESAR at fult did not dehign to give them battle,
hecanie they were reported to be as valiant as numerous ;
bu. hiuvies tred thelr courage in fmall fkirmifhes, he per-

cerved
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perceived his foldiers were able to cope with them; fo ma- war In
king choice of a convenient place before his camp, hediew GaUL.
up his army in order of battle. 'T'he little hill whereon we ‘e~
had entrenched ourfelves, rifing with an eafy afcent from

the plain below, was but juft of a fufficient breadth to

contain the front of our army, where the legions were

drawn up, defcending fomewhat fteeper on both fides :

here, to prevent the enemy’s {urrounding our men, ot

charging them in the flank, Czfar took care to make a

trench from onc fide of the hill to the other, containinz

{ix hundred paces in length, and built little bulwarks ac

each end, which were well provided with engines to repulfe

the enemy. So leaving the two legions, lately lilted in
Lombardy, in his camp for a referve, he drew up the other

{ix on the front of the hill before his camp ; the Belge did

the like, and faced our army,

9- Betweenus and the enemy there lay a marfh, which Buta mu
they believed we would have pafled ; and we on the other |77 " €
hand expefed the like from them, defigning to attack °°
them whilft they were endeavouring to get over {o trou-
blefome a place: in the mean time the cavalry on both fides
engaged ; but neither army attempting to crofs the marfh,

Cafar, having had the better in the tkirmifh, returned to
his camp,

Not long after, the enemy decamped, marching towards The Bripe
the river Aifne, which lay behind us and attempted to :':E‘":;:"' °
crofs the water where it was fordable, defigning to make aw e, bur
themfclves mafters of the fort which Q. I'iturius coms- are reduied
manded, and to break down the bridge, or at leaft to harrafs " !/
the country of Rheims and intercept our convoys. )

10. Upon notice of this from Titurius, Caelar crofled
the bridge, and marched to his relief at the head of his ca-
valry, light-armed Numidians, flingers, and archers ;
wherce he had a fharp difpute with the Belgz.  The Ko-
mans, charging the enemy as they were crofling the river,
flew great numbers of them ; and thofe who were fo de-
fperate as to endeavour to make a bridee of the carcafes of
their dead countrymen, in {pight of their wimolt cthorty,
were repulfed by the foldiers from the fhore, whiil they
who had fafely arrived on the other fide were encemp.atiid
by our cavalry, and put to the fword.

The Beleae finding themfelves thus difappointed of their
hopes, that they could neither gain Ericnne, pafs the river,
nor draw the Romans out of their camp to fome «:fad-
vantaeous poft, and confidermy ther provilion: were ;11;

mels
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molt fpent, called a council of war, wherein they refolved
to break up, and returneach man to his own country ; ob-
liging themfelves, in cafe the Romans invaded any of their
confines, that all the reft thould immediately come to their
affiftance ; for they judged it fafer to fight at home, where
they might bt {ccure of provifions, than to. difpute the mat-
ter in a foreign country ; nor was it the fmalleft inducement
to this rcfolution, that they were informed Divitiacus, with
a ftrong party of Autunois, was already on his march to
the confines of Beauvois, which obliged them to make a
fpecdy retreat, to defend that country.

CHAP VL

11. T HIS refolution being agreed to by the whole ar-

dec.mp, znd MY, about the fecond watch ot the night they began to

| ST}
home.

e o

. B A .-'-l
m* 5 Hhtﬂ\.n
Un..il' (1CArl,

leave their camp with extraordinary noife and confufion,
each man contending for the foremoft rank, that he might
be fooneft at home, marching in as diforderly a manner, as
if they had becn put to the rout. Cefar, who had notice
of this from his fcouts, being jealous of {fome defign, be-
caufe he could not conceive the reafon of their departure,
cid not flir out of his trenches ; but the next morning ear-
ly, upon further intclligence, hec firlt detached Quintus
Pedius and L. Arunculetus Cotta, two of his lieutenants,
with the cavalry; and after them T. Labienus at the head

of three legions, with command to attack the enemy’s rear.

Thefe overtaking the Belgre, purfued them feveral miles,
and put great numbers to the fword 3 whillt their rear faced
about to reccive our charge, the van-guard, who were out of
danger, paying no manner of obedience to their officers,
broke their ranks, ran away, and deferted their compa-
nions, of whom the Romans made a dreadful flaughter,
tll night, and dheir general’s commands obliged them to
their camp.

CHAP VIL

12, The next day, before the enemy were recovered
rrom their confternation, Caflar marched his army to Soil-
fous, which joins to the country-of Rheims, -and after a te-
dious journcy arrived at Noion, which he hoped to have
furprized, becaufe he was informed it wanted provifions,
and a garriion to defend it ; but he was difappointed by
thebreadih of the ditch, and extraordinary height of thﬁ

Wd
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wall that furrounded it; wherefore, having fortified his war 1N
camp, he began to prepare for a formal fiege, ' GAUL.

The night after all the Soiflonois who had efcaped the (m o
flaughter, threw themfelves into the town ; but furprized Noi.n be-
at the mounts and batteries he had raifed in {o fhort a time, ““{{;“d and
works which the Gauls had never feen before nor heard of, -
they beat a parley, fent deputies to treat of a furrender,
and, by the interceflion of their neighbours of Rhcims,
obtained their fuit,

13. After they had delivered up their arms, and the chicf
perfons of their country as hoftages, among{t whom were

Galba’s two fons, they were admitted to mercy.
CHAP. VIIL

FROM thence Cefar marched againft thofe of Beau- Cafir mar-
vois, who having retired with all their moveables into the chesto
capital of the fame name, had intclligence that Cefar was | oy 1.
_arrived within five miles of the town ; whereupon they fent mis,
all the reverend old men to meet bim, who in a fubmiffive
pofture faid, that theycame to furrender themfelves to his
difcretion, and would no longer prefume to bear arms a-
gainft the people of Rome ; and when he had encamped
his army nearer the town, the boys and women from the
walls, with firetched out arms, according to the cuftom of
their country, humbly befought him that he'would vouch-
fafe to grant them peace, - |

14 %or thefe Divitiacus (who had difmifled his army
in Autun, and returned to Cafar, fo foon as he heard the
enemy had broken up) interceded, alledging, ¢¢ That the
people of Beauvois had always been faithful friends to thofe
of Autun,and were ready to affift them upon all occafions ;
nor had they entered into this confederacy againft the Ro-
mans, forfaking their old allies, unlefs they had been per-
fuaded to it by their nobility, who made them believe that
the Autunois were enflaved by the Romans, and laboured
under the vileft oppreflions : "That the authors of this con-
ipiracy, finding into how miferable.a condition they had
plunged their country, were fled into England: That the
people of Beauvois not only fued for Caxfar’s wonted
clemcncy themfelves ; but thofe of Autun were become
interceflors 3 whofe credit and authority Cefar would railc,
by this indulgence, among the Belgz, where they had
formerly upon every occafion been obliged to afk affift-

tance. .
D 2 15. Ce-
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15. Cefar being moved by the mediation of Divitia-

Gavi. cus and the Autunois, promifed to forgive them ; but he-
= (auie their dominions were larger, more populous and

‘i'r--':"“'

I":\..LJ
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the ence,
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powcrful than the reft of the Delee, he demanded 600
hoftages; which being delivered, together with their arms,

nr- he 1clt their city, and marched directly to Amiens, nhich

furiendered at diferetion, without any trouble,
INext to Amiens lived the people of Hainault : ¢ who,

“as Cafar was informed, held no commerce with other

counirics, never f{uftered wine, or any other luxurious
merchandize, 2s might enervate their bodies, or debafe
their minds, to be imported amonglt them ; a warlike, fa-
vage peoplc, who always condemned the reft of the Belgee
for ﬁ_ll)m:\':'cm”r to the Roman yoke ; declaring they would
nther fcnd embafladors, nor accept of peace on any
teims,

16. Cafar, after three days march in their ceuntry, re-
cetved information from fome prifoners, that the cnemy
were pofted on the other fide the Sanbre; a river about
ten miles diftant from his camp, where they waited for the
Romans @ that they were already joined by thofe of Arras
and Vermandos, whom they had perfuaded to fhare their
furtune and daily CAPE'&L(J a farther fupply from Liege :

nat they had difpofed of thcir women, and fuch whofe age
made them unfit for war, 1na place by themfelves, ren-

dered inacceffible by the marfhes that furrounded 1t.
On this information, Cifar difpatched his {couts

2ud centurions, to pioviee a convenient place to encamp
in.

Some of the Lelpme, who had furrendered themfelves,
and were in Cefar’s camp (as we atterwards learned from
the prifoners) obferving the particular order of the Ro-
mans march, doiated a the night to the enemy, and in-
totmed them, that belween cach leg rion marched a part of
the heavy bazgage; and that they mlfrht cal\ly defeat the
firfl legion, fo foon as they were arrived in the camp, whilft
they were incumbered by their baggage, and at fo greae a
dittaince tom the refl, that they cou! 'd not rc1r11]v be up-
ported 3 whith {uccels would put the other lecions 1nto
fuch a conllernation, that they would not have the cou-
race Lo mauntain thewr pround. “This advice made the
gicater 1mpreflicn, becsule the peopic of Hainault (who
wore dlways maote expert at fiizhting on ooy then horfe-
back) ufed formerly to presant ther neighbours rom mak-
1 irowds o that counury, by a foruhication of young

trees,
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frees, whofe boughs they bent into the eaith, filled up the WAR IN
vacancies {o clofe with thorns, that it ferved them inftcad of GAUL
a wall, which could ncither be penctrated nor even feen
through.  Whilit therefore they contrived to ftop the pro-
grefs of our army by tnis bulwurk, they thought it conve-
nient to put the other expedient in pradtice.
18. T'he place which the Romans made choice of toen-
camp in, was a hill, from whence there was an even de-
fcent to the Sambre; and on the farther fide of the river,
directly oppolite to us, about two hundred paces dittance,
was another hill, plain and open at the foot, but o thick
and woody 1n the upper part, that 1t concluded our pro-
fpect. The enemy had covered themfelves in theie woods:
and in the open ground, by the river Lide, which was but
three foot deep thereabouts, appeared only fome tew trocps

of horfe.
19. Cefar, fending hus cavalry before, followed clofe

after with the reft of the army, but had altered the difpet:-
tion of his march, {ince the intelligence conveyed te the
encmy; for, knowing he was near the Hainaultors, ac-
cording to his ufual cuffom, he had placed fix legions in
the front, who had nothing to carry but their arms; leav-
ing the charge of the whole baggage to the two new le-

gions, who marched In the rear.

CHAP. IX.

THE Roman cavalry, with the flingers and archers, 7y, ;...
having pafled the river, engaged the enemy’s horfe, who at w.h the
firft retired to thejr companions in the wood, then failied *1::naultois.
out again ; but the Romans did not think fit to purfue them
further than the open ground, The {ix legions n the front,
according to the general’s orders, had already begun to in-
trench themfelves, when the enemy f{eeing our foremoft
carriages arrived, which was the fign zppointed for making
their {ally, rufhed from behind the thickets o order of bats
tle with all their forces 3 and having ealily broke their way
through our cavalry, run with fuch incredible fwiftiels
down the banks of the Sambre, that -they feemed at the
fame inftant to be in the woods, at the river, and charging
our legions on the other fide 3 for mounting the hill with
the fame fury they had defeended from the banks, they tell
upon our foldiers in the works, before they had e to

pcerectve thetr danger,

D 3 20. Now
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22, Now had Celar, at the fame inftant, zll thele feve-
ral things upon his hunds 5 hanging ourt the flag to give the

hizho by found of tiumpet, drawmes oft the {oideers from the
Works, recalling thole who weve gone to ."c:ch matcerials for
the ramyert, 1anZing the army i order of battle, enccu-
ragmr the men, Tand oiving cut the word by waich they
were to dutinguifh their friends from their foes in the heat
of the cngagement; moft of which the unexpected attack
of the enemy prevented, by not allowing us time.

CHAP X

In the midit of thefe difficulties, two thinas fcll out to
the advant.ge of the Romuans; onc was, cach private
L auter had o much experience, that he knew his duty,
and what was proper to be donc upon fuch an emergency,
2s wll as bis officer ; the other, that the lepions who were
employed about the works, and had been cUmm'mded by
Celar not to leave off ull his further orders, 1efpeéting
moic the neeeflity of affifting theu feliows, than their go-
neral’s commands, tollowed the didtates of their own dif-
clretien.

21. Cafir having diftributed the neceflury orders, made
hafle to encourage the firlt body of his foldiers he could
meet, which happened tobe the tenth legion, to whom he
{id no morc, than that he hoped they weuald remember their
antient virtue, and, notwithfianding the {urprize, man-
fuuy (uftain the alfaule; and being at no further diftance
from the enemy, than was Juft fufficient for caﬂmg their
pila, he gave them the fign of battle 5 then goine to ano-
ther part of the army, he found it alrcady cngaged.  So
fhort was the tme wlmh the fury of the cnemy allowced
s, that the officers had not leifure to put en their orna-
mients of diftinchion, nor the men their head pieces, or to
urcover themr targets; but each foldier, jormng himlelf to
tue £t ftandard he mety, {tood to his aims, that he might
not lofe that time in feching for his own company, which
v. s to be fpent in fighung,

+2. I'he aimy bang drawn up, rather according to the
BUE of the place, the dechivity of the hill, and p:lrti—

LT I]LLLﬂI[‘s ot the llmf_‘, than as art- mlllr.lr) and order

b ed, the lecions engazed the enemy in feveral places

at Cheey end as o general view of the battle was hindered
Dy
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by the thickets which we {poke of befure, 1t was tmpe® v n x

vl

fible to know where fuccours were wanted, or to conducd ¢ v,

the ficht by one uniform defign ; an mconvenience that e~
rendered the f{uccefs dubious, and occafioned various
events.

23. The foldiers of the ninth and tenth jegions, whn ‘ri
were pofted in the left, by their pila foon drove thofe of » !
Arras, who were weary and wounded, from the eminence , |
where they were pofted, into the water ; and purfutng
them {word in hand, killed great numbers of them as thed
endeavoured to pais the river.  "T'hey followed them quite
crofs it, where, being drawn into a dufadvantazeous place,
the enemy faced abcut again, and renewed the fizhe, bus
were obliged a fecond timc to fly.  So likewile, in another
part of the battle, the eighth and cleventh legions, havine
broken the Vermandots, whom they were engaged with,
had forced them from the top of the hill to the banks of the
piver,  But in the mcean time the fiont and lefr fide of
oui cqmp were left a.moft naked {for in the right wing
were placed the tweilth, and not far from that the feventiy
Jegion) which the Hainautois perceiving, attacked us there 0o I
with their entire force, under the command of Boduogna- """
tus 3 one party of them cadeavouring to flank the legions kv oy
wherce they lay molt open, and the other to lodre them- comp.
{clves in the highelt part of the camp.

About the {ame time the cavalry and lizht-armed
fout, who, as I {aud, at the bezinniny of the battle had been
broken juft as they were retiring into the camp, met the
front of the enemy, which oblized them to take a diffcrent
rout : whiift the fervants of the army, who, from the top
of the mountain, feeing our men purfue the encmy crofs
the river, had iflued out from the Decuman port. with a
delign to follow in hopes of plunder; turning about be-
held the Hainaultois entering our camp, and nnmediately
fled.  This confulion wus increafed by the climour of
thofe that attended the carriages, cach man in his [riohe
taking a different way.  IThe covaliv of Treves, reputad
men of great courayre amenait tie Gawsy wio had been
fcint frem thence to our afliitance, percerving that the one-
my were puilc:il:d ot‘mir Cdtli]), (hat the .::__ LIS VAT Qvel -
charved and almotl taircundad; thet onr noaie, flinaare,
and Numidrins were brelca and routady wore 1 ternnad,
that, not {laying tor the event of e bode, they onne-

Y
/

{ll 'L‘!y FOLUIT e LJ llt;l]’lt', PePOTLLLT S PR SOTe lUJln TR YEY LS I
prelvdeteated, and thoa baoree G,

1) 75, (e




40 C. J. CA S AR’s Book 11.

War IN - o5 Calar, having encouraged the tenth legion, went -
GAUL. uptothe right wing of the army, and found them over-
\—~ chargcd Dy the epemy ; the {tandards of the twelfth legion
T:]"""_"‘j' " aicrouddd up in a place together; their ranks fo clofe, the
eoou, . totmas had not room to hzbt; all the centurions of the
faurty conost xilled, & ftandard-%carer deprived of his life
«tid colours tozether; all the rett of the centurions either
kiicd or dangeroully wounded, amongft winch number
was P Sextus Baculus, the primiple, a man of extroor-
dinary couraze, who had received fo many wounds, he
was not abie to ftand ; the front bezinning to give ground,
wiillit fome 1n the rear were running away ; the enemy on
tie other hand puthing on brifkly in the tront, notwith-
ttanding the difadvantage of the rifing ground, and flank-
1z our men with equal fury at the fame time on either

Cal f:d2.  Finding things in this defperate condition, and
rocosv o knowing he had no forees behind to bring up to their aid,
f sy " fpatching a fhield from one of the hindmoft (for he was
{":'f:.; .. come there without one) he put himfelt at the head of the
[ o ecearmy; then calling the centurians by name, and encou-
*l‘u v raxing the reft, commanded them to advance the enligns,
i s

<* and widen the ranks of the maniples, that they mrght have
mnote hberty to ufe their fwords. His prefence intufed frefh
courage 1nto the foldiers ; and each ot them ftriving, even
in the greatelt extremity, to give proofs of his valour,
whilit the general was there to be a witnefs of it, puta ftop
to the carecr of the enemy.

CHAP XL
: ~6. PERCEIVING likewife that the [eventh legion,

which [tood nexe him, was overpowered by the enemy, he
commandud the tiibunes to clofe the two legions together
by dvgrecs. and jt.ining back to back, face about to the
izht and lett, whereby having inade a double front, they
were fecure from being furrounded ;5 whereupon they began
to dudend themfeives, and attack the cnemy with frefh vi-
cour. Inthe mean time, the two lcgions which had been
leit behind o guand the bageape, hearing the armies were
cngared, mede what hafte they could to our afliftance, and
vire dilcerned by the Hainaultois tfrom the top of the hill.
s Labienus, who by this time bad made himfelf mafler
Cvs ol cnemy's camp, pereeiving trom the nfing ground how
T mantas went on cur fide the river, detached the tenth le-
vl gion toooodr o redicty,  who having anteliigence  from
bt the
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the cavalry and fervants that fled away, what danger the wAR 1IN
general, his legions, and the camp wai cin, haftened with GavL.
all the fpeed that was poffible. o pmensd
27. Lheir arrival made {o {trange an a]terduon for the
better on our {ide, that they who bch;re were faint with
bieeding, and forced to rett ‘themfelve 3 tpon their thields,
bezan the hght afrefn; nay, the {ervants, fecing how
great a confternation the enemy were i, fell upon them
unarmed ; and the horfe, to wipe away the icnominy of
their former flight, advanced, vherever there wos an op-
portunity, before tlu. lc zionary foldie s, But the enemy,
even 1n (heir faft Lhtur‘..n}, (hewed fo much refolution,
that as {oon as the forcmoft ranks were Twept oft, the next
{ucceeding In their place, fought upon their bodies, and
when death had raifed a mountd nof ¢ arcafes, the {inall re-
mainder, alcending 1o the top of 1, calt their darts from
thence, and tuking up ours, returncd thom back 22ain: The enemy
fame therefore did thum juftice, inieporting tiem o be ' t-ly ¢s-
men of fuch prodizicus courage, vho durft attempt to &
ciofs a broad river, and alcend the {t. ep banks on the other
fide, to engage an enemy at the greateft difadvantage ;
dangers which their creatnefs of {oul Tiad learnt to dh(pl.e.
28. T he battle bemg thus decided, and alinoft the name
and people of Hainault extinguifhied, the old men, women,
and children, who, as we have ali cady faid, beiore the
ficht had been conveycd into bogs and marfhes, heuring of
the defeat, and feeing no way lett to put a {top to the con-
queror’s fuccefs, nor any hopes of fal'ery for the vanouifhed,
unanimouily It.lola-t.d to fcud emballacors o Cer, ;md
furrender themfelves, When thele: were anivad at the
camp, they laid before him the deplosubie cunmnon of thair .o miphty
COUNIry ; that out of fix hul‘ldl"d fenasors, on'y thice o= fmtier of
mained alive ; and that of 60,000 fU!J‘LI:. they had nog teeHanal-
now gooableto bear arms 3 whom Cielar, to znve proot of i
his cumpaﬁmn to the afﬂlﬂt.d caref al; 3! vrelery ed, atlor 'L'irli:
them the free polleflion of their towns and countiy, and
mmmandmg their neizhbours round about to do them no

injury.
CHAP XIl.

29. THE people of Douay, who, as we faid before, 1. -
were marching to the afliftance of the I-Lnn.lultfn*;, having . Doay e
intetheence ot their defear, rcturned home avain g ...md.,'mnhrmu,
dL[LI’lll]” all the redlt of thewr towns and t_.u‘u:,, conveyced it oty

the v e “lti .
L T.hl.flllﬁ.‘l\r'tﬁ qutnmn.
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waRr 1N themfelves and their riches into a well fortified place,
cavuL. which was furrounded by inacceffible rocks and fteep pre-
e~/ Cipices, except in one place about 2c0 foot broad, where
there was an cafy afcent to the town, which they had for-
" tified with a doutle wall of a prodigious height ; whercon
they laid ftones and fharp picces of timber, ready to caft
down upon occafion. _
The defcent 1 hefe people were defcended from the Cimbri and
ofthe people T'eutons, who, when they took their journey to Italy, had
af Dovay. 1.6 fix thoufand men on the other fide the Rhine, with fuch
carriages as they could not conveniently get over: thefe,
after the defeat of their countrymen, having becn long in
an unfettled ftate, {ometimes invading others, and at ano-
ther time defending themfelves, at laft obtained a peace,
and firm poilefiion 1n the codntry.
Cooir be 30. On the firft arrival of our army they made feveral
Geoos them. fallies out of the town, and encountered our men in {mall
{kirmifbes ; but after we had drawn our line of circum-
vallation, twelve foot high, and fifteen miles in length,
and fortihed it with little turrets, the befiged kept theme-
fclves within their walls, At firft when they faw us raifing
a mount, fitting up the vines, and building a large turret
at fome diftance from the town, making a jeft of us, by
way of ridicule they demanded, with what hands or
ftrength {uch little men as we (for the Romans are but of
fmall ftaturce in refpect of the Gauls) {hould be able to bring
a tower of that prodigious weight to their walls ¢
31. But when they faw it move, and advancing ncar
the town, aftonifhed at fo ftrangea fight, they immediately
Thev fend a fent deputics to Calur to defire a peace; faying, ¢¢ They
cccenful — helieved the Romans made war by the peculiar affiftance
::El’}:f_c of the gods, who were able in fo fmall a fpace of time to
convey cngines of that prodigious bulk to their walls ;
wherefore they willingly {fubmitted themfelves, and all
they had to Cxfar’s mercy, only intreating him, that if,
out of that zoodnefs and compaflion they had often heard of,
he fhould fpare their lives, he would not deprive them of
their arms ; that as they bhad always been envy’d and hated
by their neighbours for their valour, he would not leave
them without the means to defend thanfelves 5 for they
would rather fubmit to any punifhiment from the Romans,
that Le inhumanlv murdcered by thofe whom they had for-
merly commanded.”
crts an-  32. To this Caxfar anfwered, ¢ That, provided they
fwer, furrendered themiclves before his battesing ram touched

therd
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their walls, he would fave the city, more out of his own war 1n
natural difpofition, than from any merit of theirs : nor gavyr.
would he accept cf a furrender on any other terms than Com ~u
the delivery of their arms: T'hat he would give the fame

orders to their neighbours not to injurc them, as he had

done for thofe of Hainault.”

The deputies returned with this anfwer, which the be- Thebefieced
ficged feemed readiiy to fubmit to, by cafting {uch plénty furrender.
of arms over the walls, as alimolt filled the ditch up to the
top of the rampart; but, as we afterwards found, referved
a third part, which they bid ; then opening their gates, en--
joyed a peace for the reft of that day.

33- In the evening Cefar caufed the foldiers to return
to their camp, and the gates of the town te be fhut, that
the citizens might not be plundered, But the beficoed,
vho had alrcady concerted their defign, believirg that after
their {urrender the Romans would fet no guard over them,
or at leaft an inconfiderable one, armed with {fuch weapons
as they had referved, and targets made of wicker, covered
over with hides, about three o’clock in the morning made
a furious fally with all their force upon our fortifications, They fatly
where the afcent was eafteft ; which the Romans having outof the
immedtiate intelligence of, by the beacons (as Cxfar had be. :,;"”:L‘;’r"u_
fore commanded) made hafte to relieve the place, where iy,
the enemy, emboldened by defpair, and placing their fafe-
ty only in their valour, fought as bravely as men could do tut aze re-
acaint thofe who had the advantage of towers and rampargs ; buites.
but 4000 being flain on the {pot, the reft retreated inro the
town. The next day, without the leaft oppofition Celar
forced the gates, and cntering with his army plundered the
town, and fold the people for {laves, the number of whom

amounted to §3,0C0.

CHAP XIIIL
34. ABOUT the fame time P. Craflus (whom Ceelar

had {ent with a legion to take in Vennes, Coutances, .
Landreguet, Cornottalle, Bretagne, Eureux, and Renes,
their maritime towns) fent him word that thofe places had
all fubmitted to the Roman empire.

35. The wars being thus fucceflively ended, and all the
provinces of Gaul in peace, {o great a terror did Cactar’s
victorics ftrike into ¢he barbarians round about, that the
nations beyond the Rhine fent cmbaffadors to offer him

hoflaces, and obedience to whatever he pleafed to command
them
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waRr N them ; but being in hafte to return to Lombardy, he com-
Gavr. manded them to come again the next fpring, Having dif-

e~ pofed his army into winter-quarters in Chartrain, Anjou
and Tours, which lay neareft the country he had laft {'ub:

dued, he took his journey to Italy ; and having fent the fe-
nate an account of his fuccefs, a general thankfgiving was
decreed, which lafted fifteen days, an honour which no

man, before that time, had ever obtained.
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